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"PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS." 

(Supplementary  Volume  in  the  Press.) 

In  answer  to  inquiries  regarding  the  new  volume  of  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas  "  we  ha^e  to  state  that  it  is  in  the  press,  and 
its  publication  is  being  expedited  as  well  as  it  is  possible  to  do 
with  a  book  of  so  technical  a  character.  The  supplementary 
volume  will  contain  much  more  material  than  the  volume  of 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  which  was  published  in  1898,  and  is 
now  in  the  fifth  edition.  The  formulas  covtr  practically  all 
branches  of  the  retail-chemist's  business,  and  the  volume  will 
contain  besides  a  treatise  on  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  and  an 
Australian  Pharmacopoeia,  comprising  the  formulas  in  use  in  the 
hospitals,  and  thus  doing  for  Australia  what  Squire's  "  London 
Hospitals  Pharmacopoeias  "  has  done  in  the  old  country.  We 
may  with  confidence  predict  that  the  supplementary  volume  of 
11  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  will  be  indispensable  to  the  drug- 
trade,  while  it  will  affrrd  to  registered  chemists  the  best  means 
for  securing  the  exemption  as  to  known,  admitted,  and  approved 
r.'medies.    The  price  of  the  vo'.ume  will  be 

10s.,  or  Post-free,  10s.  6d. , 


and  the  Publisher  is  now  booking 
we  receive  it  from  the  binders. 


orders  for  execution  as  soon  as 


Summary 


Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited)  declare  a  4-per-cent.  dividend 
this  week,  or  1  per  cent,  less  than  last  year  (p.  842'. 

Further  points  in  regard  to  stamped  medicines  are  elucidated 
in  the  series  of  notes  on  p.  819,  and  in  repl  e3  to  correspondents 
(p.  853). 

Some  parliculars  regarding  Dr.  Marmoreek's  anti-tuberculosis 
serum,  additional  to  tbose  given  last  week,  show  that  there  is 
some  hope  of  it  being  of  use  (p.  835). 

The  Charles  Rice  Memorial  which  has  been  unveiled  at  the 
New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  incorporates  a  striking  portrait 
in  relief  of  this  gifted  pharmacist  (p.  869). 

"Our  Town  Traveller"  communicates  further  observations 
on  Christmis  perfumery  which  he  has  inspected,  and  which  shows 
considerable  artistic  development  (p.  837;. 

James  Lloyd  Davies,  the  Hackney  chemist,  and  other  two 
persons  charged  with  him  have  been  found  guilty  of  receiving 
stolen  patents.    Sentence  has  been  deferred  (p.  866). 

At  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch,  Dr. 
Taylor  Grant  (a  former  chemist's  assistant)  delivered  a  practical 
d^course  on  antitoxic  serums,  giving  useful  hints  as  to  how  to 
keep  them  (p.  838). 

Some,  interesting  facts  about  kola-nuts  have  been  elicited 
through  an  inquiry  on  behalf  of  West  Indian  agriculturists  as  to 
the  diJf erence  between  the  plants  which  yield  "  halves "  and 
"quarters"  (p.  872). 

The  Executive  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  has 
resolved  to  a3k  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  what  it  means  the 
proposed  "Compendium  of  Medicines  "  to  be,  as  it  may  clash  with 
the  B.P.C.  Formulary  (p.  865). 

Our  Obituary  Column  is  again  very  heavy  this  week,  and 
includes  particulars  of  the  late  Mr.Wm.  M.Warren,  Detioit,  general 
manager  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  business,  and  Alderman  John 
Green,  a  Christchurch  chemist,  who  served  as  Mayor  (p.  813). 

We  Give  on  p.  863  portraits  of  several  municipal  magnates 
from  the  ranks  of  pharmacy  which  we  have  not  hitherto  published. 
They  are  of  Messrs.  J.  R.  Birkett  (Morecambe\  W.  R.  B.  Dingall 
(Auchterarder),  D.  J.  McKinnon  (Dundee),  and  E.  H.  Barritt 
(Colchester). 

Nitromuriatic  Acid  is  not  what  it  used  to  be  nor  what  we 
think  it  is.  Messrs.  Cowley  and  Catford  have  re-investigated  its 
composition,  and  find  that  the  B  P.  is  wrong  in  saying  it  contains 
free  chlorine.  As  now  made,  it  is  substantially  a  mixture  of 
dilute  hydrochloric  and  nitric  acids  (p.  861). 

The  Dinners  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists'  Association 
(p  871)  and  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  ip.  844)  are  the 
festive  features  of  the  week.  At  the  former  Mr.  Nicholson,  one 
of  the  local  speakers,  male  some  interesting  remarks  about 
chemists  who  have  been  associated  with  Tunbridge  Wells. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  succeeded  in  its  actions 
against  Glasgow  chemists' and  doctors' unqualified  assistants  who 
sold  poisons  \p.  810).  The  names  of  the  doctors  have  been  sup- 
pressed in  some  of  the  local  papers  (p.  831),  and  there  is  some 
indignation  locally  respecting  the  way  in  which  the  case3  are 
"got-up"  (p.  848). 

There  is  very  little  business  doing  in  crude  drugs  this  week 
and  fe-w  features  of  interest  have  occurred.  Among  the  articles 
that  have  advanced  are  bayberry-bark,  balsam  of  tolu,  cinchona, 
stai'-aniaeed  oil,  and  vanilla.  Benzoic  acid,  sulphate  of  copper, 
ergot,  and  citronella  oil  (c.i.f.)  are  firmer.  Cod-liver  oil  has 
declined,  and  cajuput  oil  is  also  lower  (p.  855). 

The  Local  Government  Board's  Report  shows  that  less 
than  9  per  cent,  of  the  drugs  purchased  for  analysis  were  found 
to  be  adulterated,  and  in  our  remarks  on  the  statistics  we  point 
out  that  if  it  were  not  for  adverse  reports  regarding  articles 
which  deteriorate  or  about  which  there  is  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  standard  the  percentage  would  be  much  lower  (p.  847). 

Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck,  President  of  the  Cambridge  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  maintains  that  the  lack  of  shop-experience 
in  dispensing  is  largely  the  reason  for  heavy  failures  in  the  Minor 
examination,  and  that  a  more  exacting  certificate  of  dispensing- 
experience  should  be  required  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(p.  832;.  Referring  to  this  opinion,  we  show  tint  Parliament 
considered  that  the  Major  examination  would  supply  all  the 
dispensing  chemists  required,  and  it  was  not  intended  that  Minor 
men  should  be  subjected  to  the  stringent  tests  now  exacted 
(p.  846). 

INSETS. 

We  can  receive  circulars,  price-lists,  and  other  insets  for  dis- 
tribution in  the  Winter  number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
to  be  published  on  January  30,  1901.  Our  publisher  13  now 
booking  orders  for  it. 
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Corner  for  Stuoents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis  fob  Junior  Students. 

AN  alloy  compose!  of  not  more  than  five  elements  as  chief 
constituents  will  form  the  subject  of  the  nest  exercise 
in  qualitative  analysis.  The  alloy  is  to  bo  submitted  to  a 
thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to 
be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  elements 
detected  are  its  only  constituents. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  alloy  (accom- 
panied by  a  stamped,  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a  stamp 
merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  November  21,  and 
the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
December  5.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  present  in 
traces  only  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents. 

Special  Note. — The  analysis  announced  above  forms  the 
second  exercise  in  our  analytical  tournament  for  the  current 
winter  session.  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes 
in  this  series  of  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  to  appren- 
tices or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying 
examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  be  attested  on  their  reports. 
Students  who  adopt  a  noni  de  phime  must  adhere  to  it 
throughout  the  tournament. 


tjjcal  newspapers  containing  marked  item;  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  w.jlcom:d  by  the  E  iitor. 


Brevities. 

John  Colmer  Colthurst  has  been  sent  to  prison  for  two 
months  with  hard  labour  for  obtaining  21.  from  Mr.  Albert 
Porter,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ross,  by  false  pretences. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Russell,  medical  officer  of  health  for  Yar- 
mouth, died  on  November  18  as  a  result;  of  blood-poisoning 
caused  by  a  scratch  on  the  foot  from  a  hot-water  bottle. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  Baird  &  Tatlock  (London)  (Limited) 
for  the  supply  of  chemicals  required  during  1904,  and  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer  for  the  supply  of  chemical- 
apparatus  during  the  same  period,  have  been  accepted  by  the 
London  County  Council. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  F.  W.  E.  Shrivell, 
chemist  and  druggist  (a  Square  prizeman — Herbarium,  1878), 
has  issued  a  pamphlet  on  t  le  culture  of  hops.  Emphasis  is 
laid  upon  the  liberal  use  of  phosphates  as  "  super "  or 
vitriolised  bones  and  potash  as  kainite  or  potassium  sulphate 
with  sodium  nitrate  for  the  mineral  nitrogen. 

A  Free-trade  League  on  nbn  party  lines  has  been  formed 
for  the  University,  city,  and  county  of  Oxford,  the  pre- 
liminary meeting  being  held  in  Balliol  College  Hall,  under 
foe  chairmanship  of  the  professor  of  political  economy. 


Mr.  G.  E.  Underhill,  of  Magdalen  College,  was  elected 
Secretary,  and  Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce  Treasurer. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Acland 
Nursing  home  in  All  Souls'  College,  Oxford,  on  Friday, 
November  13,  uader  the  chairmanship  of  the  Warden,  Sir 
W.  Anson,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  D.  Acland,  the  Bursar  of  Magdalen, 
and  Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce  were,  with  three  ladies,  elected 
as  a  special  committee  to  go  into  the  general  management. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Hull  Chemical  Society  on  Novem- 
ber 12,  when  a  paper  on  "Explosives"  was  read  by  Mr, 
Pursglove,  A.I.C.,  some  discussion  took  place  afterwards 
as  to  the  grea1;  want  of  a  first-class  reference-library  of 
scientific  books  and  journals  in  Hull,  and  it  was  resolved  that 
the  means  of  supplying  the  want  should  be  taken  into 
immediate  consideration. 

Reference  was  male  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the- 
Acsociation  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  London  (C.  D., 
Much  7,  1903,  page  412)  regarding  duty-free  alcohol  for 
industrial  purposes,  and  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  Man- 
chester Chamber  proposed  to  again  take  up  the  subject,  and 
to  initiate  such  action  as  may  be  deemei  best  fitted  to 
secure  a  removal  of  the  disability  set  forth. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Lincolnshire  Association  for 
the  Prevention  of  the  Administration  of  Poisonous  Drugs,  &C.,. 
to  Horses,  held  at  Lincoln,  on  November  13,  the  committee 
reported  that  in  only  one  case  had  it  been  necessary  to  take 
action  for  the  suspected  poisoning  of  horses,  and  in  that 
instance  the  analyses  failed  to  justify  any  action  by  the 
Association.  Dr.  G.  M.  Lowe,  their  analyst  since  the- 
commencement  of  the  Association,  had  resigned,  and  Mr.  J„ 
Baynes,  of  Hull,  had  been  appointed  his  successor. 

A  woman  giving  the  name  of  Gipsy  Grime,  and  who  said 
she  was  granddaughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Grime,  Dean  of 
Limerick,  went  to  Bow  Street  Police-station  on  November  16, 
and  asked  to  be  locked  up  to  prevent  her  doing  away  with- 
herself.  According  to  her  story  she  is  destitute,  and  tried  to- 
get  arsenic  to  poison  herself  from  two  chemists,  but  failed  in 
each  case.  At  the  first  shop  the  chemist  told  her  he  had  no 
time  to  waste  at  inquests,  and  at  the  second  shop  she 
unsuccessfully  tried  to  obtain  some  other  kind  of  poison, 
when  arsenic  was  refused. 

The  Chemists'  Ball. 

A  preliminary  meeting  respecting  the  Chemists'  Ball  was 
held  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Monday,  November  16. 
There  were  present  Mr.  Carteighe  (in  the  chair),  Messrs- 
Bowen,  A.  J.  Bullen  Cooper,  Hewlett,  E.  W.  Hill,  R.  A. 
Robinson,  jun.,  J.  C.  Umney,  and  Warren.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  next  year's  ball  on  Wednesday,  January  20,  at  the 
Whitehall  Rooms,  Hotel  Metropole.  The  following  were 
appointed  the  committee:  Messrs.  S.  R.  Atkins  (Chairman), 
Bowen,  Bremridge,  Carteighe,  Harrington,  V.  Hewlett,  E.  W. 
Hill,  W.  Hills,  Preston,  J.  C.  Umney  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Wm. 
Warren,  and  R  A.  Robinson,  jun.  (Hon.  Secretary),  Mr. 
Atkins  replacing  Mr.  G.  T,  W.  Newsholme,  and  Mr.  R.  A- 
Robinson,  jun.,  Mr.  A.  J.  Bullen  Cooper,  the  latter  having, 
retired  from  the  office  of  Hon.  Secretary. 

Guardians  and  their  Drug-supply. 

The  Yarmouth  Board  of  Guardians  on  November  11  con- 
sidered a  proposal  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  medicat1 
officer  so  that  he  might  supply  drugs.  It  was  also  proposed 
that  the  doctor  should  have  the  use  of  the  drugs  in  store  at. 
the  workhouse.  Several  members  objected  to  the  proposal, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  bad  principle  to  permit  the- 
doctor  to  have  the  supply  of  drugs  in  his  own  hands.  The 
Chairman  said  the  Board  had  no  power  to  sell  the  drugs 
stored  at  the  workhouse  if  the  doctor  did  not  take  them. 
The  stock  was  worth  about  1002.  It  was  explained  that 
the  proposal  was  in  consequence  of  a  loDg  series  of  expen- 
sive drug-bills,  and  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  great 
economies  would  result  from  the  new  arrangement.  It  was- 
pointed  out  that  now  there  was  a  check  on  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  drugs,  and  the  doctor  had  suggested  that 
some  test  other  than  that  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  should 
be  adopted  as  a  standa-d.  Eventually  the  Board  decided  to 
continue  to  find  the  drugs  and  to  increase  the  doctor's- 
salary  by  25'.  a  year. 
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Public  Analysts'  Reports. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Ac";  last  quarter  several 
■samples  of  drugs  were  taken  in  Staffordshire.  Nine  were 
samples  of  camphorated  oil,  t  wo  of  which  were  deficient  in 
■camphor — 52  and  21  per  cent,  respectively — and  in  one  case 
'the  manufacturers  of  the  oil  we  e  fiaed  10/.  and  costs,  the 
'bottle  being  labelled  "Camphorated  oil;  three  times  the 
'usual  strength." 

Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  F.I.C.,  Ph  C,  in  his  quarterly  report 
•as  public  analyst  for  Birmingham,  states  that  ten  samples  of 

•  camphorated  oil  analysed  were  all  genuine.  They  were 
prepare!  with  olive  oil,  and  containel  from  20  6  to  22  6  per 

■  cent,  of  camphor.  The  theoretical  figure  for  camphorated 
oil  prepared  accwling  to  the  BP.  is  214  per  cent,  of 

•camphor.    Ten  samp'es  of  friars'  bilsam  were  analysed,  and 

■none  were  adulterated.  The  solid  matter  present  amounted 
to  166  to  210  grams  per  litre     In  each  case  a  proper  amount 

•of  alcohol  was  present.  The  whole  of  four  samples  of 
tincture  of  iodine  were  genuine,  having  been  prepared 
according  to  the  B  P.    The  quantity  of  iodine  varied  from 

•154  9  to  25  5  grams  per  litre,  and  the  quantity  of  iodide  of 

^potassium  from  23  0  to  25  8  grams  per  litre. 

Acquitted. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Sessions  on  November  12,  Robert  Dibb 
surrendered  to  his  bail,  before  Mr.  Loveland-Loveland,  K.C., 
on  a  charge  of  having  stolen  a  quantity  of  scent  and  soap, 
the  property  of  the  Crown  Perfumery  Company  (Limited), 
of  Sidney  Road,  Homerton.  In  May  of  this  year  the  accused 
•was  charged  by  the  prosecutors  with  robbing  them,  but  the 
Magistrate  discharged  him  upon  the  charges  then  preferred. 
Afterwards  other  matters  came  to  their  knowledge,  and  they 
•-accused  Dibb  of  stealing  various  articles.  His  answer  to 
•the  allegations  was  that,  in  common  with  other  employes, 
he  had  purchased  the  goods  from  the  prosecutors,  whose 
■custom  it  was  to  occasionally  allow  the  staff  to  do  so. 
.Particulars  of  the  case  were  given  in  the  C.  Sc  D.  of 
'October  2A  (page  676)  and  November  7  (page  759).  The 
jury  acquitted  the  accused,  and  he  was  released. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  dearth  of  really  good  assistants  with  legal  and  the 
.■more  essential  commercial  qualifications  is  miking  itself  felt 
.in  our  city.  The  employer  calling  on  the  w  juld-be-employed 
and  engaging  him  on  the  spot  is  the  newest  and  much- 
changed  order  of  things.  And  the  engagement  is  made  at 
the  assistant's  price. 

The  presence  of  councillors  at  the  inaugural  meeting  of 
'the  local  Association  necessarily  restricted  the  speech- 
making,  which  was  short,  to  the  p  >int,  aid  much  appreciated. 
The  general  opinion  of  the  audience  was  in  direct  accord 
"with  Mr.  Gerrard's  views  on  the  paucity  of  plant  for 
teaching  pharmacy  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  school. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Grateley,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  "served 
'his  time"  with  Mr.  F.  Barlow,  of  Balsall  Heath,  has  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Thomas  Hill  at  the  shop  in  Dudley  R  >ad,  formerly 
occupied  by  Mr.  Miclachlan  before  he  took  Mr.  Maclsaac's 
business  in  the  Hagley  Road.  The  last-named  gentleman 
has  left  Birmingham,  the  business  being  conducted  by 

•  qualified  chemists  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Bryce. 

The  Mail  has  been  interviewing  local  analysts,  and 
-amoDgst  them  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock,  of  Broad  Street,  on  the 
subject  of  "  Tricks  of  the  Trade."    The  salad-oil  question  is 

•  discussed,  attention  being  called  to  the  use  of  a'mond  oil  as 
salad  oil  owing  to  the  adulteration  of  olive  oil  with  cotton- 
seed oil  and  arachis  oil  by  the  wily  Italian.  It  is  also  noted 
that  ol.  amygi.  persic.  is  not  almond  oil  at  all,  but  probably 

■kernel  oils  of  such  fruits  as  apricot  and  peach. 

Birmingham  pharmacy  appeirs  to  be  singularly  unfor- 
tunate in  the  matter  of  accidental  substitution.  Not  so  long 
ago  a  well-known  firm  advertised  that  an  employe  had 
accidentally  given  one  drug  for  another,  and  now  another 
•chemist  has  had  to  inform  the  public  that  borax  has  been 
supplied  to  several  purchasers  in  mistake  for  carbonate  of 
soda.  It  is  curioin  that  this  same  error  had  happened  in 
several  establishments  during  the  past  decade,  but  was 
happily  discovered  before  any  lefc  the  counter. 

Referring  to  a  paragraph  inder  this  heading  on  page  735 
un  last  week's  C.       D.  another  Birmingham  correspondent 


writes  that  we  must  have  overlooked,  in  our  notice  of 
Harborne,  the  snug  little  pharmacy  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Evans,  of 
35  High  Street.  He  adds  a  warning,  however,  lest  any 
energetic  young  man  should  be  inspired  by  our  comment  on 
the  increased  population  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  "hungry" 
suburb,  that  in  few  suburbs  does  the  small  huxter  flourish 
to  a  greater  extent  than  there,  and  that  being  only  about 
thirty  minutes'  walk  from  the  centre  of  the  city  the  keenest 
cutting  has  to  be  contended  against.  Moreover,  he  would  be 
pleased  to  find  that  the  obliging  grocer  who  daily  calls  for 
orders  supplies  most  of  the  proprietary  articles,  infants' 
foods,  Sec. 

Unearned  Appropriation. 
A  youth  named  Henry  Helps,  employed  by   Mr.  E.  A. 
Wheeler,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  7  Wine  Street,  Bristol,  has 
been  sent  to  prison  for  one  month  in  the  second  division  for 
stealing  11.  5;.  from  his  employer's  till. 

Samuel  Wallington,  a  clerk,  employed  by  Messrs.  Thomas 
Southern  &  Sons,  manufacturing  chemists,  of  Silk  Street, 
Salford,  was  sentenced  te  four  month*'  hard  labour  on 
November  11  for  stealing  absut  30;.  belonging  to  the  firm. 

Plymouth.  Exhibition  Awards. 

At  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  Stonehouse  Trades' 
Industrial  and  Photographic  Exhibition,  among  the  awards 
made  are  gold-medal  diplomas  to  the  Millboy  Soap,  Alkali, 
and  Sola  Company  (Limited),  Plymouth,  for  "  household  and 
toilet  soaps  "  ;  Consenza  &  Co.,  London,  f or  "  Maggi's  Cross- 
star  soups,  tonic  bouillon,  onsomme,  and  soup-essence''; 
Lemco  for  "Oxo";  Christopher  Thomas  &  C).  (Limited), 
Bristol,  for  "  Puritan  olive-oil  soap,  toilet-soap,  and  candles  "  ; 
Messrs.  Breeze,  Jackson  &.  Green  (Limited),  Plymouth,  for 
"  baking  and  real  egjr-powders,  essence  of  rennet,  and  dance 
compo."  A  silver -medal  diploma  has  been  awarded  t^  Mr. 
F.  H.  Ralph,  chem  st,  Plymouth,  for  "  Hoe  Breeze"  perfume, 
and  diplomas  of  merit  to  Virol  (Limited)  for  "Virol,"  Sapon 
(Limited)  for  "  Sapon,"  and  the  Plymouth  Co-operative  Drug 
Company  (Limitei)  for  "  display  of  photographic  apparatus 
and  materials." 

Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Assistant 
Licentiates  of  the  Apothecaries'  Halls,  London  and  Dublin, 
was  held  on  Thursday,  November  12,  at  the  Westminster 
College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Trinity  Square,  S.E. 
Mr.  A.  T.  Gott,  of  Bradford,  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Brum- 
well,  Ph.C,  was  in  the  vice-chair.  A  large  number  of 
members  were  present,  as  well  as  Hall  certified  dispensers, 
among  them  being  the  Secretary  (Dr.  Charles  Forshaw, 
Bradford),  Mr.  L.  Darlington  (solicitor  to  the  Association), 
and  Messrs.  H  J.  Sharpe,  H.  H.  Hewitt,  M.  G.  Smith,  C.  T. 
Hotloway,  F.  W.  Doubleday,  M.P.S.,  F.  E.  Bullen,  G.  Reed, 
J.  W.  Kelsey,  W.  Poile,  R  C.  Mungal,  S.  E.  Bisley,  A.  W. 
Good,  F.  C.  C.  R  )bb,  J.  Hickman,  T.  Noble,  H.  Sinclair,  W. 
Lawrence,  and  Alfre  I  Smith.  The  meeting  lasted  about 
two  hours.  The  members  of  the  Executive  were  unani- 
mously re-elected.  The  Secretary  was  authorised  to  have 
the  rules  printed  and  sent  out  to  members  and  all  interested, 
and  it  was  resolved  that,  for  the  present,  the  entrance  fee 
be  10 j  6i.  and  the  annual  subscription  5s.,  as  before. 

Comp  any-registration. 
A  question  as  to  the  right  of  an  unregistered  man  to  carry 
on  a  company  for  the  practice  of  dentistry  was  raised  at 
Bow  Street  Police  Court  on  November  18  during  the  hearing 
of  an  adjourned  charge  against  James  Byrne,  of  200  Strand, 
who  was  accused  of  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences. 
Byrne  is  a  company  registration  agent.  At  the  previous 
hearing,  Mr.  W.  S.  Gardener,  an  artificial-teeth  manufac- 
turer, of  Laurel  H  ouse,  Cheltenham,  had  stated  that  he  paid 
Byrne  17/.  10^.  to  register  a  business  of  his  at  Leicester  as 
the  Midland  Dental  Company,  and  that  he  had  failed  to  do 
so.  On  Wednesday  he  was  recalled,  and  stated  that,  in 
addition  to  his  {laces  at  Leicester  and  Cheltenham,  he 
carried  on  business  at  Wynscombe,  Burton,  Tewkesbury, 
Nailsworth,  Stroud,  Cirencester,  Tetbury,  and  Malmesbury. 
Questioned  as  to  his  business  at  Leicester  by  Mr.  Cowl,  the 
S'olicitor  for  the  defence,  he  said  he  purchased  it  from  a 
Mr.  Leate.  When  he  found  that  Byrne  did  not  register  the 
business  as  the  Midland  Dental  Company,  he  got  his  solicitor 
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to  register  it  as  "  Sutton  Gardener  (Limited)."  He  admitted' 
that  he  was  not  a  qualified  man,  but  denied  that  that  was 
why  he  dropped  the  word  ''dental."  Mr.  Cowl:  Are  you 
aware  that,  as  an  unregistered  man,  you  have  no  legal  right 
to  use  the  word  "dental"?  Mr.  Gardener:  The  man  from 
whom  we  bought  the  business  thought  we  had.  Mr.  Cowl: 
I  suppose  you  thought  you  could  do  as  a  company  what  you 
had  no  right  to  do  as  an  individual?  Mr.  Gardener:  We 
understood  that  we  could  do  it  as  a  company.  We  thought 
we  Kiight  have  to  employ  a  registered  man.  Mr.  Cowl 
pointed  out  that  Mr.  Gardener,  in  a  letter  to  Byrne,  said : 
"The  object  of  the  company  is  not  to  manufacture  teeth, 
but  to  carry  on  the  business  of  dentists  if  the  law  permits 
it.  We  want  full  powers  to  do  as  we  like  as  regards  moving 
the  business,  opening  branches,  and  to  employ  assistants, 
registered  or  otherwise."  Mr.  Cowl:  How  can  you  carry  on 
a  dental  business  if  you  had  unregistered  assistants  1  Mr. 
Gardener  :  It  was  carried  on  by  an  unregistered  man  before. 
I  am  carrying  on  business  at  Leicester  niw,  but  in  no  other 
place,  under  the. same  style.  There  is  no  qualified  assistant 
there,  but  teeth  are  extracted  there. 

During  the  hearing  of  the  same  case  it  was  stated  by 
Mrs.  Mary  Jarrand  Wright  that  she  formerly  carried  on 
business  in  Nottingham  as  Wright's  Blood-mixture  Company. 
In  1900  she  wanted  to  convert  the  business  into  a  limited 
liability  company,  and  gave  Byrne  185/.  to  register  it  for  her 
as  "Wright's  Blood-mixture  (Limited)."  He  was,  in  addi- 
tion, to  receive  a  commission  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  capiial 
raised  through  his  instrumentality.  The  capital  of  the  com- 
pany was  to  be  17,500/.,  and  she  was  to  receive  11,600/.— 
5  600/.  in  cash  and  6  000/.  in  shares.  The  company  was  for 
the  sale  of  several  medicines,  but  the  blood-mixtuie  was  the 
principal  one.  She  had  a  preparation  for  the  hair,  but  it 
was  agreed  that  that  should  form  the  subject  of  a  separate 
company.  After  he  received  the  185/.  Byrne  wrote  to  tell 
her  that  she  had  sown  good  seed,  and  he  hoped  she  would 
reap  an  abundant  harvest.  He  did  not  register  the  company, 
however,  and  her  solicitor,  alter  seeing  Byrne,  advised  her 
not  1 3  think  any  more  about  it.  He  thought  the  time  was 
not  ripe  for  a  company  of  that  kind,  with  such  a  large 
capital,  but  Byrne  had  assured  her  that  it  was.  Last  year 
she  wrote  to  Byrne,  telling  him  that  she  would  accept  50/. 
in  settlement  of  the  claim  she  believed  she  had  against  him, 
but  he  did  not  reply  to  her  letter. 

Fires. 

A  serious  fire  broke  out  on  November  17  at  Manor  Place, 
Hackney.  A  railway  a'  cb.  used  as  a  store  by  some  dis- 
infectant-manufacturers became  ignited  through  some  wax 
boiling  over,  and  was  severely  damaged. 

A  fire  occurred  on  November  11  at  the  rear  of  the  premises 
of  Mr.  W.  Lees,  chemist,  Chester  Road,  Crewe.  The  out- 
break was  caused  by  a  gas-stove  igniting  a  counter,  and 
before  the  flames  were  subdued  damage  to  the  extent  of 
about  15/.  was  done. 

The  leakage  of  hydrochloric  acid  caused  a  fire  on  Novem- 
ber 11  at  8  and  9  Railway  Arches,  Ewer  Street,  Southwark, 
S.E.,  occupied  by  the  Saccharin  Corporation  Company 
(Limited).  The  flames  were  conlined  to  a  distilliDg-room, 
and  a  man  named  Spillman  sustained  burns  which  neces- 
sitated his  removal  to  Guy's  Hospital. 

Stedman's  Exonerated. 

At  the  Kensington  Coroner's  Court  on  November  16,  the 
inquiry  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Luxmoore  Drew  into  the  death 
of  Horace  Childs  (five  months),  the  son  of  a  Kensington 
licensed  victualler.  Details  of  the  previous  hearing  were 
published  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  October  24 
(page  675),  and  it  will  be  recalled  that  the  child,  who  was 
teething,  was  given  half  a  Stedman's  powder,  bought  from 
Boots'  in  the  Harrow  Road.  Some  days  later  it  was  given 
the  other  half  of  the  powder,  and  a  restless  night,  during 
■which  it  had-  sickness  and  diarrhoea,  ended  in  its  death, 
which  Dr.  CoDry,  who  was  called  in,  alleged  was  due  to  anti- 
mony, which  he  said  he  found  along  with  mercury  and  sugar 
in  the  Stedman's  powder.  Dr.  L.  Freyberger,  the  L.C.C. 
pathologist,  now  gave  evidence.  He  said  he  had  examined 
the  stomach  and  contents  and  the  powder.  The  stomach 
was  decomposing  and  soft,  but  there  was  no  corrosion  or 
ulceration.    The  intestines  were  not  congested  or  ulcerated 


either.    Upon  microscopical  examination  he  found  a  micro- 
organism {SaroinavmitricuU),  which  had  set  up  the  diarrhoea 
and  sickness.    Neither  in  the  body  nor  in  the  powders  could 
he  find  any  trace  of  antimony.   There  was  a  little  calomel  in 
the  powder  and  a  trace  of  mercury  in  the  liver,  but  calomel 
was  the  right  thing  to  give  in  a  case  of  teething.  Death 
was  due  to  collapse  from  diarrhcea  and  vomiting  consequent 
on  gastritis  set  up  by  micro-organisms,  which  might  be 
caused  by  a  dirty  tube  in  the  feeding-bottle.    It  was  a 
natural  death  unconnected  with  any  irritant.    In  making  a 
rough  test  mercury  might  be  mistaken  for  antimony.  Dr. 
Conry,  recalled,  stated  that  he  had  since  analysed  another 
of  the  powders  and  did  not  find  antimony,  although  he  used 
the  same  test  (Marsh's).    He  was  still  certain  he  found  'it 
on  the  first  occasion.    In  his  opinion  the  appearances  he  -saiw 
at  the  autopsy  suggested  that  they  were  ante-mortem.  In 
cross-examination  by  Mr.  F.  Low,  K.C.,  who  appeared  for 
the  proprietors  of  the  powder,  he  said  he  did  not  suggest- 
now,  in  face  of  the  expert  evidence,  that  death  was  due  to 
an  irritant.    He  used  Marsh's  test,  and  his  explanation  was 
that  the  antimony  was  probably  in  the  zinc  which  he.' used 
in  the  test.    Mr.  Low  said  he  had  a  number  of  witnesfces  to 
give  evidence  if  necessary.    Analyses  had  been  made  by 
eminent  chemists,  but  their  result  were  exactly  the  same  as- 
that  of  Dr.  Freyberger.    The  Coroner  said  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  call  them,  and  in  summing  up  said  there  was 
no  doubt  an  erroneous  conclusion  had  been  come  to  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  stomach,  which,  instead  of  "  approach- 
ing ulceration,"  was  simply  congested.    The  proprietors  of 
the  powders  were  exonerated,  as  nothing  harmful  was  found 
in  the  powder,  and  it  did  not  cause  death.    In  reply  to  a 
juror,  Dr.  Freyberger  said  there  was  nothing  injurious  or 
detrimental  in  the  powders  at  all.    The  jury  then  returned  a 
verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes,  the  foreman  adding 
that  the  jury  considered  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Conry  was  not 
satisfactory. 

Ptomaines  Suspected. 

An  outbreak  of  ptomaine-poisoning  occurred  at  Brewood, 
Staffordshire,  last  week,  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Market  Place,  and  his  family  were  amongst  the 
sufferers.  Some  brawn  sold  by  a  local  grocer  is  suspected  as 
the  cause,  and  about  two  dozen  people  who  partook  of  the 
brawn  have  been  ill.  Mr.  Clarke,  in  consequence  of  his  ill- 
ness, was  obliged  to  close  his  shop  on  Saturday,  one  of  his 
busiest  days.  A  sample  of  the  suspected  food  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  county  analyst  for  examinition. 

Dispensary-fittings. 

The  Hammersmith  Guardians  on  November  18  had  before 
them  the  following  tenders  for  fitting  up  a  new  outdoor  dis- 
pensary, and  supplying  108  labelled  bottles  and  jars  : 

Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate  Street,  E  C,  35/.  1  7s. 

Messrs.  S.  Howlett  &  Son,  Mile  End,  E  ,  42/. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  Maw  was  accepted. 

For  the  supply  of  druggisW  sundries  required  to  start  the 
outdoor  dispensary,  only  one  tender  had  been  sent  in — • 
namely,  by  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  12/.  16s.  This  was 
accepted. 

Analysts  and  Doctors  Differ. 

An  ad  journed  inquest  was  held  at  Llangadock,  Carmarthen- 
shire, on  November  16,  touching  the  death  of  Jane  Jones,  a 
single  woman,  who,  according  to  medical  evidence  at  the 
previous  inquiry,  had  died  from  an  irritant  poison.  Some  of 
the  vomit  of  the  deceased  bad  been  analysed  by  Dr.  Eastes, 
of  London,  who  had  found  an  appreciable  quantity  of 
arsenic  in  it.  Mr.  Clarence  Seyler,  public  analyst  of  Swan- 
sea, now  stated  that  he  had  analysed  certain  organs  of  the 
stomach  and  its  contents,  and  had  found  a  considerable 
quantity  of  bismuth  and  some  salicylic  acid,  but  no  trace  of 
either  arsenic  or  strychnine.  In  the  liver  and  kidneys,  how- 
ever, he  had  found  2  milligrams  of  antimony.  A  telegram 
was  read  by  the  Coroner  from  Dr.  Eastes,  who  said  that  he 
detected  no  antimony,  though  he  specially  looked  for  it. 
Dr.  Hopkins,  who  bad  attended  the  deceased,  said  Mr. 
Seyler's  analysis  did  not  cause  him  to  change  his  opinion 
that  death  was  due  to  an  irritant  poison.  In  the  course  of 
days  both  antimony  and  arsenic  might  altogether  be 
eliminated.  This  was  corroborated  by  Dr.  Evans,  of 
Llandilo,  who'said  a  case  bad  been  recorded  on  the  authority 
of  Dr.  Stevenson,  of  the  Home  Office,  where  no  arsenic  had 
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been  found  in  the  viscera  on  analysis,  as  it  had  been 
eliminated,  and  yet  death  had  been  caused  by  it.  Mr. 
John  Pries,  farmer,  to  whom  the  deceased  acted  as  house- 
keeper, said  the  woman  kept  some  rat-poison  in  the  house, 
but  he  knew  of  nothing  else.  The  Coroner  told  the  jury  that 
they  must  take  the  doctor's  evidence  as  conclusive  that  death 
was  caused  by  an  irritant  poison,  and  they  returned  a  verdict 
that  the  deceased  died  from 'the  effects  of  an  irritant  poison, 
but  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  how  it  was 
administered. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

A  local  pharmacist,  not  a  hundred  miles  from  High  Street, 
is  making  a  good  show  of  phonographs  and  other  talking- 
machines. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist,  gave  a  lecture 
on  "  Photographic  Chemistry  "  to  the  Sheffield  and  Hallam- 
shire  Photographic  Society  last  week. 

"  Tis  an  ill  wind,"  Sea.,  and  pharmacists,  at  any  rate 
appreciated  the  thick  fogs  prevalent  locally  a  week  or  so 
ago.  They  gave  a  decided  fillip  to  business,  which  has, 
however,  now  almost  fallen  back  to  the  depressed  conditions 
which  have  existed  for  some  time. 

The  question  of  "  co-operative  trading"  was  introduced  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical 
and  Chemical  Society,  held  on  Monday,  evening,  and  it  is 
understood  that  efforts  are  to  be  made  to  arrange  for  a  debate 
on  the  question  during  the  current  session. 

Although  the  late  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Messrs.  Thompson  & 
Capper,  was  not  well  known  to  local  pharmacists  as  a  body, 
his  death  will  leave  a  gap  in  certain  circles  here,  where  his 
interest  in  microscopy  and  biological  'subjects  made  his 
visits  peculiarly  welcome.  The  Church  Street  branch  of 
Messrs.  Thompson  &  Capper  has  been  established  for  twenty- 
one  years. 

Mr.  Harry  Brearley,  who  has  just  published  a  book  on 
"  The  Analytical  Chemistry  of  Uranium,"  is  the  head  of  the 
laboratory  of  a  leading  firm  of  steel-manufacturers  in 
Sheffield,  and  is  well  known  to  the  metallurgical  world  as 
the  joint  author  of  "  Steel-works'  Analysis,"  written  in 
collaboration  with  a  member  of  the  metallurgical  staff  of  the 
Sheffield  University  College.' 

The  exhibition  of  the  Sheffield  Photographic  Society — the 
first  which  has  been  held  for  seventeen  years — was  opened  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  on  Tuesday,  November  17.  The  collection  is 
an  exceptionally  good  one,  and  embraces  some  of  the  finest 
work  of  the  country,  the  exhibits  numbering  over  four 
hundred.  The  standing  of  the  Society  has  produced  entries 
from  some  of  the  first  amateurs  of  the  country,  there  being 
nineteen  examples  from  fifteen  photographers,  including  such 
well-known  exhibitors  as  Agnes  B.  Warburg,  John  C.  War- 
burg, Dr.  C.  F.  Grindrod,  F.  W.  Hicks,  and  F.  J.  Mortimer. 
The  classes  for  lantern- slides  produced  some  exceptionally 
fine  entries.  Most  of  the  local  pharmacists  who  make  a 
speciality  of  the  photographic  business  are  represented  in 
the  advertisement-pages  of  .the  catalogue,  but  the  only  one 
showing  is  Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson,  who  has  four  examples, 
which  he  names  respectively— (a)  "Old  and  Crusted  "  (Venus), 
(J)  "  A  Forest  Path  "  (carbon),  (c)  "  Beverley  "  (platinotype), 
and  (d)  "  A  Bran-mash  "  (bromide),  the  last  being  a  very 
happy  study  of  a  little  boy  feeding  his  wooden  horse.  The 
exhibition  will  remain  open  until  Saturday. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 
Five  of  the  thirteen  deaths  from  poisoning  that  have  been 
reported  this  week  were  misadventures.  Opium  was  taken 
in  five  instances.  Mrs.  Hacksley,  wife  of  the  landlord  of  the 
Old  White  Hart  Inn,  Wellingborough,  took  opium-pills  in 
overdose ;  a  Liverpool  widow,  Emma  Bailey,  was  found  dead 
on  a  seat  on  the  promenade  at  Seacombe  with  an  empty 
laudanum-bottle  in  her  pocket.  Esther  Williams,  of  Stanley, 
tried  to  purchase  5d.  worth  of  laudanum  from  Mr.  J.  Dunn, 
bf  Stanley,  but  was  refused.  She  appears  to  have  obtained 
a  quantity  elsewhere,  and  died  from  opium-poisoning.  A 
New  Marske  roadman  named  Lancaster  obtained  6:1.  worth 
ot  laudanum  from  a  Redcar  chemist,  stating  that  it 
was  to  be  used  externally  for  rheumatism.  He  appears 
to  have  drunk  the  whole  quantity,  and  died. 
J. he  District  Coroner  (Mr.  SC  H.  Footman)  held  an  inquest 


at  Navenby,  near  Lincoln;.on  November  16,  on  the  body  of 
Hannah  Guy  (67),  widow  of  a  former  statibn-master  at 
Wainlleet.  The  deceased  suffered  from  asthnia,  and  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  taking  both  chlorodyne  aiid'laudanum. 
Dr.  Campbell,  of  Navenby,  said  he  attended  the  deceased  m 
February  last  for  takiug  an  overdose  of  chlorodyne,  and  she 
promised  she  would  take  no  more.  On  November  M  he  was 
called  again,  and  found  deceased  suffering  from  an  overdose 
of  some  narcotic.  Death  ensued,  and  hediad;  no  doubt,  from 
the  examination  he  had  made,  that  death  was  due  to  an 
overdose  of  laudanum.  Mr.  C.  B.  Aram,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Wellingore,  said  he  had  known  deceased. for  more  than 
a  year.  She  had  bought  chlorodyne  and  laudanum  in  con- 
siderable quantities.  He  last  supplied  her  on  the  day  before 
her  death.  He  refused  to  supply  it  to  anyone  whom  he 
thought  was  taking  too  much.  The  jury  found  that  the 
deceased  had  accidentally  poisoned  herself  with  laudanum. 
The  Coroner  told  Mr.  Aram  to  be  more  careful,  but  added 
that  he  was  satisfied  he  had  taken  TSasonable'precaution. 
The  Coroner  added  that  he  much  regretted  that  laudanum 
was  hot  included  iii  the  '  sbhednle  of  "poisons  for 
which  a  person  was  required  to  give  his;  signature  and 
explain  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  required. 
An  old  gardener  named  Oughton  died  in  Coventry  Workhouse 
from  morphine-poisoning;  and  to  "poisoning  by  morphine 
sulphate,  self  administered,"  is  attributed  the  death  of  the 
lady  doctor,  Miss  Hickman,  whose  disappearance  some 
months  ago  caused  such  a  sensation.  Evidence  at  the 
inquest  on  Miss  Hickman  was  given. by  Mr.  John  Parrott, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Richmond,  who  identified,  as  having 
come  from  his  shop,  one  of  the  bottles  found  near  Miss 
Hickman's  body;  Robert  Christie,  chemist,  while  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Parrott's  shop  during  August  of  this  year,  deposing  to 
selling  a  lady  an  8-oz.  bottle  of  distilled  water.  Dr.  Ernest 
Greville,  proprietor  of  the  Medical  Supply  Association, 
128  Gray's  Inn  Road,  remembered  selling  Miss  Hickman  a 
hypodermic  syringe  and  three  tubes  of  morphine-sulphate 
tabloids.  Charles  Lynch,  of  Liverpool,  died  from  carbolic- 
acid  poisoning,  and  a  woman  named  Lanham,  living  in 
Stratford,  drank  a  fatal  dose  of  carbolic  acid  in  mistake  for 
beer.  Belladonna-liniment  was  the  cause  of  two  deaths — 
one,  a  nurse  at  Kensington,  named  Allaway,  who  was  suffer- 
ing from  religious  mania  ;  and  the  other  .an  inmate  of  the 
Sick  Asylum,  Bromley,  named  George  Hunt,  who  drank  some 
of  the  liniment  "  to  see  what  it  was  like  "  Elizabeth  Cobble- 
dick,  of  Wandsworth,  poisoned  herself  with  spirit  of  salt. 
A  four-year-old  boy  at  Snaith  ate  twenty  chlorate-of-potash 
pellets  and  died.  ,  .   ■    ....'!•  ■ 


3risb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Eiitor. 


Apothecaries'  Hall  Assistants. 

In  addition  to  the  two  lady  candidates  who  passed  this 
examination  (C.  $  B.,  November  14,  page.  79.7),  Mr.  Wm.  Daly 
Moore  was  a  successful  candidate.  :  ■ 

Medicine-contract. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Mayo  Infirmary  Committee, 
Castlebar,  iMr.  P.  Cahill,  chemist,  Castlebar-,  was  declared 
contractor  for  medicines.  .  .1  .•   :  •-  -.  - 

Nux  Vomica  Deficient. 
Mr.  Barklie,  drug-analyst,  reports  that  the  tincture  of  nux 
vomica  supplied  to  the  Warrenpoint  Dispensary  was  not  up 
to  the  stindard,  and  he  suggests  that  the  drug' should  be 
returned  and  replaced. 

Claims  for  Empties.    ...  •;„ 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Strokestown  Guardians  a  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  P.  N.  White,  Sligo,  asking  for  11/.  lis.  for 
empties.    The  matter  is  t)  be  looked  into.  '  " 

To  the  last  meeting  of  the  Ballyshannon  Guardians  Mr. 
P.  N.  White,  Sligo,  late  medicine-contractor,  sent  in  a  claim 
for  12?.  19s.  4cZ.  for  medicine-empties.  The. Clerk  was  in- 
structed to  ask  the  doctors  to  have  the  empties  looked  up, 
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and  also  to  write  to  Mr.  White  to  have  them  removed  from 
the  various  dispensaries.  The  matter  was  then  referred  to  the 
doctors  to  deal  with. 

Analyst  Salary. 

The  Trim  Guardians  have  increased  the  salary  of  their 
drug-analyst  (Sir  Charles  CameroD)  from  8/.  to  101.  per 
annum,  with  2^.  6/.  for  each  analysis  over  and  above  a 
certain  number  fixed. 

Medicines  Wanted. 

The  Royal  ,'Hospital  fur  Incurables,  Donnybrook,  Dublin, 
invite  tenders  for  drugs  and  surgical  dressings.  Printed 
forms  of  tender  can  be  had  at  the  hospital.  Tenders  are  to 
be  addressed  to  Mr.  John  J.  Thompson,  Registrar,  on  or  before 
November  26. 

Business  Change. 

Mr.  J.  Balmer,  druggist,  Main  Street,  Bangor,  co.  Down, 
has  removed  to  his  new  premises,  and  has  transformed  his 
business  into  a  limited  company.  A  dispensing  department 
has  been  added,  and  will  be  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  H.  C. 
Smyth,  L.P.S.I.,  late  of  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Dublin. 

Funeral  of  Mr.  Gribben. 

The  funeral  of  the  'ate  Mr  Patrick  Gribben,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Magherafelt,  which  took  place  last  week,  was  very 
largely  attended.  Mr.  Gribben  some  months  ago  had  a 
seveie  attack  of  illness,  but  recently  he  recovered  sufficiently 
to  be  able  to  go  about.  After  dinner,  on  the  day  of  his  death, 
he  complained  of  feelirg  tired,  and  laid  down  to  rest,  but 
died  in  his  s.'cep. 

The  Light  and  air  Dispute. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice' 
Dublin,  an  application  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Gillen, 
merchant,  Donegal  town,  for  a  mandatory  injunction  to 
■compel  Mr.  R.  S.  Chapman,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  that 
town,  to  take  down  a  gable  wall,  erected  by  defendant  on 
plaintiff's  buildirjg  ground,  and  which  obstructed  the  free 
access  of  light  and  air  to  plaintiff  (see  G.  £>.,  November  14, 
page  797).  Damages  for  consequential  injury  were  claimed. 
Mr.  Chapman  lodged  11.  io  court  in  full  satisfaction  of 
plaintiff's  claim.  The  case  occupied  several  days  in  hearing, 
.and  on  November  12  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  giving 
judgment,  said  the  expense  in  a  case  such  as  this  was  quite 
out  of  proportion  to  the  rights  involved.  Both  plaintiff  and 
defendant  honestly  believed  they  were  right,  but  such  could 
not  be  the  case.  All  the  counts  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  must 
fail,  with  the  exception  of  the  blocking  of  the  light  at  the 
back  to  the  plaintiff's  premises,  for  which  he  would  give  91. 
damages,  and  nominal  costs  on  that  question.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  trivial  actions  ever  brought  before  him. 


Scotch  flew 5. 


I  seal  newspapers  containing  m  irked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomsd  by  the  Editor. 


Successful. 

Mr.  William  Lyle,  chemist  and  druggist,  Rothesay,  has 
been  returned  to  the  Council  unopposed,  and  has  again  been 
re-elected  Convener  of  Public  Health. 

Casmical-works  Accident. 

"  An  explosion  of  vitriol  "  is  reported  as  having  occurred 
at  the  chemical- works  of  Messrs.  D.  Wyllie  &  Co.,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  Ayr,  on  Novembsr  9,  and  two  men  employed 
were  severely  burned  ab>ut  the  heai  and  faca.  The  injured 
men  were  taken  to  Ayr  Cjunty  Hospital. 

Shebeening. 

At  Aberdeen  Police  Court  on  November  13.  William  Duff  us, 
chemist  and  druggist,  was  fined  151.  and  32s.  6d.  costs,  or 
an  alternative  of  two  months' imprisonment,  for  trafficking  in 
whisky  or  other  excisable  liquors  without  having  a  certificate. 
A  previous  conviction  for  a  similar  offence  was  recorded 
sgainst  Duffus  in  our  issue  of  August  29  (page  385). 


Contract. 

Mr.  Robert  Sinclair,  chemist,  High  Street,  Falkirk,  has 
secured  the  contract  to  supply  the  medicines  for  the  Falkirk 
burgh  hospital  for  twelve  months. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

The  rapid  increase  of  smallpox  is  raising  a  cry  for  re- 
vaccination,  and  the  chemist  is  bringing  to  the  front  his  stcck 
of  vaccination  shields  and  dressings. 

Since  the  Inland  Revenue  raid  indiarubber  stamps  bearing 
such  legends  as  "Prepared  according  to  'Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,' "  have  come  rapidly  into  vegue. 

Christmas  goods  are  already  making  their  appearance  in 
chemists'  windows.  In  some  cases  it  looks  as  if  pharmacy 
were  being  submerged  in  a  mixture  of  side-lines. 

Oa  November  15  a  fire  occurred  at  the  premises  of  Mr. 
A.  G.  Gordon,  wholesale  drysalter,  15  Hyde  Park  Street, 
Springburn,  damage  to  the  value  of  about  6C0/.  being  done. 

Several  of  the  local  newspapers,  while  giving  the  names  of 
the  chemist-employers  of  the  unqualified  assistants  convicted 
under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  suppressed  the  names  of  the 
doctors  concerned. 

At  the  December  meeting  of  the  Andersonian  Naturalists 
Association,  Mr.  Thos.  S.  Barrie,  F.C.S.,  of  the  West  of  Scot- 
land College  of  Pharmacy,  read  a  paper  on  '•  The  Medicinal 
Plants  of  Great  Britain."  In  the  course  of  his  paper,  Mr. 
Barrie  referred  to  the  physiological  testing  of  drugs,  and  to 
the  fact  that  too  much  stress  is  laid  on  the  protective  uses 
of  volatile  oils,  alkaloids,  &c,  a  statement  which  received  the 
support  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  R.  Lee.  After  the  lecture 
an  exhibition  of  the  specimens  was  made. 

"  In  the  Land  of  the  Moor  and  the  Don  " 

Mr.  W.  J.  B.  HiUey,  the  Glasgow  representative  of  Messrs. 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  of  Edinburgh,  is  making  a  name  for 
himself  as  a  lecturer.  Mr.  Halley  is  an  amateur  photographer 
of  considerable  merit  and  his  lecture  "  In  the  land  of  the 
Moor  and  the  Don  "  is  illustrated  by  an  exceptionally  fine 
series  of  180  lantern-slides  from  photographs  taken  by  himself. 
The  lecture  is  descriptive  of  a  journey  through  Morocco  and 
Spain,  and  is  so  popular  that  last  week  Mr.  Htlley  gave  it 
before  the  Edinburgh  Photographic  Society,  and  on  Saturday 
repeated  it  at  the  Couper  Institute,  Cathcart. 

A  Practice  that  is  Deprecated. 

A  scathing  article  on  the  religious  and  social  life  of  Dundee 
in  a  recent  issue  of  Saint  Andrew  contrasts  the  misery  and 
peverty  of  the  Dundee  mill  workers  with  theencrmous  wealth 
of  the  millowners  who  live  smugly  and  selfishly  at  Broughty 
Ferry,  "said  to  be  the  richest  suburb  in  Britain."  Speaking 
of  the  middle  classes  the  writer  of  the  article  says  that  the 
wealth  of  the  suburbs  little  affects  them,  but  the  over- 
whelming poverty  of  the  slums  "necessitates  many  practices 
and  many  occupations  elsewhere  little  known  in  Scotland." 
An  example  of  one  of  these  abnormal  practices  is  the  state- 
ment that  "doctors  often  sell  their  own  drugs  instead  of 
leaving  dispensing  to  the  chemist." 

The  Tiree  Kelp-indus'ry. 

The  chemical-works  in  the  island  of  Tiree  ceased  working 
about  two  years  ago,  and  as  the  making  of  kelp  in  Tiree 
brought  the  people  an  income  of  over  3,0007.  annually,  and 
afforded  employment  for  a  large  percentage  of  the  population, 
considerable  distress  has  been  occasioned  to  the  islanders. 
The  seaweed  was  collected  by  the  kelp-workers  in  heaps 
2  feet  high,  and  this  seaweed  when  dry  was  paid  for  at  the 
rate  of  4d.  per  square  yard.  One  hundred  and  twenty  yards 
when  burned  produced  a  ton  of  kelp,  for  which  goods  or  coal 
were  given  in  payment  to  the  value  of  ZL  The  men  belonging 
to  the  chemical-works  carted  away  the  heaps  of  seaweed  to 
the  factory,  where  it  was  burned,  and  the  a^hes,  or  kelp, 
shipped  to  Clydebank  Chemical-works  for  the  manufacture 
of  iodine.  The  Tiree  workers  were  in  many  cases  dissatisfied 
both  with  the  rate  of  remuneration  and  the  manner  in  which 
payment  was  made  ■  and  the- works  having  been  carried  on 
for  some  years  at  a  loss  to  the  shareholders,  it  .was  decided 
to  close  them.  But  now  Lady  Victoria  Campbell  and  others 
have  taken  up  the  resuscitating  of  the  kelp-industry  on  the 
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island,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  O'Beirne,  the  present  manager  of  the 
chemical-works  at  Clydebank,  of  which  the  wor'.-.s  at  Tiree  are 
a  branch,  has  paid  a  visit  to  Tiree,  and  has  arranged  to  pay  4Z. 
a  ton  for  kelp  of  good  quality,  giving  a  bonus  in  cases  where 
the  kelp  is  specially  pure.  Not  many  of  the  people  have  as  yet 
taken  up  the  making  of  kelp,  but  one  man  belonging  to  the 
district  of  Balephuil  has  already  made  30Z.  The  Chemical 
Company  at  Clydebank  are  paying  several  thousand  pounds 
annually  for  kelp  manufactured  in  Norway  and  aloDg  the 
shores  of  Ireland. 


Ifrencb  1ftew$. 

(Prom  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Fatal  Draught. — A  pharmacist  has  been  condemned 
at  Poitiers  to  pay  a  fine  of  500f.  {201.)  and  1  600f.  (64Z.) 
damages,  owing  to  the  death  of  a  client  to  whom  he  had. 
supplied  a  sleeping-draught  without  a  doctor's  prescription. 
The  trouble  was  brought  about  owiDg  to  the  client  being 
illiterate  and  taking  a  bottleful  of  the  mixture  instead  of  a 
spoonful ;  lOOf.  of  the  damages  went  to  the  local  Medical 
Syndicate,  who  made  a  claim  for  illegal  practice  of  medicine, 
and  the  remainder  to  the  widow. 

Explosives  During  the  Siege  of  1870. — The  curious 
and  hitherto  unpublished,  minutes  of  the  Committee  of 
French  National  Defence  in  1870-71,  which  are  now  appear- 
ing in  the  Matin,  give  several  aspects  of  that  memorable 
period.  Among  other  details  given  is  a  note  that  on 
October  22,  1870,  M.  Jules  Ferry  proposed  to  requisition  all 
the  nitric  acid  in  Paris  for  the  manufacture  of  nitro- 
glycerine, but  it  does  not  appear  that  his  proposition  was 
voted.  This  calls  to  mind  the  fact  that,  during  the  Com- 
mune that  followed  the  siege,  more  than  one  distinguished 
pharmacist  was  compelled  by  the  Commune  leaders  to  assist 
in  making  explosive  bombs.  It  was  a  case  of  "  explosives 
or  your  life,"  and  therefore  by  no  means  a  labour  of  love. 

The  Anti-tuberculosis  Serum.— Dr.  Marmoreck  read 
the  paper,  referred  to  in  the  C.  $  D.  of  last  week,  on  the 
serum  for  the  cure  of  tuberculosis,  at  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Medicine  on  Tuesday,  September  17.  The  principle  of  the 
method  is  as  follows :  By  injecting  a  special  culture  of 
tuberculosis  bacilli  in  horses  Dr.  Marmoreck  gives  them 
immunity  against  tuberculosis.  In  this  way  he  obtains  an 
antitoxic  serum,  with  which  he  has  made  experiments  on 
tuberculous  animals  and  on  human  beings.  Dr.  Marmoreck 
terminated  his  paper  by  saying  that  he  does  not  hide  the 
fact  that  it  is  only  by  making  experiments  on  a  very  much 
extended  scale  that  a  definite  judgment  ,  can  be  passed  on 
the  exact  value  of  his  serum.  Experiments  to  this  end  are 
now  being  made  in  a  number  of  foreign  cities  by  competent 
physicians.  Their  very  encouraging  results  will,  he  says, 
be  shortly  published,  and  he  considers  they  will  justify  the 
value  of  his  method  better  than  all  the  affirmations  or 
denials  that  can  be  made. 

Eegulating  Prices — An  interesting  decision  regarding 
the  protection  of  prices  of  patent  medicines  has  recently 
been  given  in  Paris.  The  plaintiff  was  the  president  of  a 
combination  of  cutting-pharmacies  called  the  "Syndicat  des 
Grandes  Pharmacies,"  and  the  defendants  MM.  Fumouze 
Freres,  the  well-known  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical 
specialities.  The  latter  firm  introduced  several  years  ago  a 
system  of  protection,  which  consisted  of  minimum  prices 
being  fixed  for  their  goods,  these  prices  also  being  those  at 
which  they  are  purchased  by  the  pharmacist,  who,  by  way 
of  profit,  receives  a  premium  if  he  has  conformed  to  the 
conditions  imposed  on  him  regarding  the  price  of  sale  to  the 
public.  The  plaintiff  accused  the  defendants  of  (1)  violating 
the  Penal  Code,  which  renders  illegal  all  combinations  made 
with  the  object  of  increasing  the  price  of  goods  by  prevent- 
ing free  competition ;  (2)  preventing  freedom  of  trade  by 
which  all  traders  who  purchase  goods  are  at  liberty  to  sell 
them  at  whatever  prices  they  like.  The  upshot  of  the 
matter  was  that  judgment  was  given  in  favour  of  MM. 
Fumouze  Freres,  which  was  in  accordance  with  a  decision 
of  last  year  in  a  similar  kind  of  action,  but  in  another  trade. 
There  was  also  a  cross-action  for  libel  brought  by  Fumouze 
Freres  against  the  "  Syndicat  des  Grandes  Pharmacies  "  for 
libel,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  secured  l,000f.  (40Z  )  damages, 


and  the  defendants  were  also  ordered  to  pay  the  cost  of  the 
reproduction  of  the  judgment  in  a  journal  of  pharmacy  as 
well  as  all  the  costs  of  both  the  original  action  and  the 
cross-action. 

The  Artificial  Diamonds  Controversy. — M.  Combes's 
challenge  to  M.  Moissan  to  produce  artificial  diamonds  in 
the  presence  of  a  body  of  scientists  was  of  too  sensational 
a  nature  not  to  attract  attention  in  the  daily  Press.  The 
Echo  de  Paris  sent  a  reporter  to  interview  M.  Moissan.  The 
eminent  chemist  gave  him  a  brief  description  of  the  process, 
and  showed  him  his  artificial  diamonds.  '  "  They  are 
evidently  small,"  he  said  ;  "  here  is  my  largest,  my  'Regent ' 
I  call  it ;  it  is  only  about  a  millimetre  in  diameter.  But 
with  a  larger  furnace  and  vaster  crucibles  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  formation  of  larger  crystallisations."  "  Then 
why  M.  Combes's  challenge  ? "  asked  the  reporter.  M.  Moissan 
hinted  that  possibly  M.  Combes  had  tried  the  same 
experiment  without  success.  "With  an  excellent  cookery- 
book,"  said  he,  "  an  inexperienced  person  may  spoil  an  Irish 
stew.  I  believe  M.  Combes  is  a  distinguished  engineer,  bat 
I  do  not  know  that  he  is  a  chemist.  Others  have  succeeded. 
Sir  William  Crookes,  the  great  English  chemist,  has  obtained 
the  same  results  as  myself,  and  successful  experiments  have 
been  made  in  Italy."  M.  Moissan  added  that,  curiously 
enough,  M.  Friedel,  the  uncle  of  M.  Combes,  was  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  (February  6,  1893), 
when  M.  Moissan  described  his  discovery,  and  took  part  in 
the  discussion.  The  Libre  Parole  takes  an  antagonistic 
attitude  towards  M.  Moissan,  but  the  aggressively  critical 
character  of  this  journal  is  too  well  known  to  need  comment. 
It  reminds  one  of  the  Fenian  who,  having  been  rescued  from 
shipwreck  on  some  Pacific  coral  island,  inquired  of  the 
natives  if  they  had  a  government.  "  Yes."  "  Then  I'm 
agin  it,"  was  his  emphatic  observation.  The  Libre  Parole 
and  the  Liberti  are  "agin  "  the  Government. 


iRussian  iRem 


Crimean  Saffron. — A  special  study  is  being  made  of 
the  suitability  of  the  Crimea  for  growing  saffron.  The  soil 
and  climate  have  betn  declared  excellent  for  the  purpose. 

Russian  Pharmacy. — According  to  the  proposed  new 
regulations  regarding  the  Russian  Medieal  Board,  three  re- 
presentatives of  pharmacy  are  in  future  to  have  a  voice  in  all 
pharmaceutical  matters.  They  are  to  be  elected  by  the 
St.  Petersburg  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  conjunction  with 
other  pharmaceutical  societies  and  the  Pharmacists'  Pension 
Society. 

Fruit-essences  in  St.  Petersburg. — The  sanitary 
officer  of  the  city,  Dr.  Okunev,  has  been  investigating  the  fruit- 
essences  sold  in  St.  Petersburg,  and  finds  the  pear,  apricot, 
and  pineapple  essences  deleterious.  In  view  of  these  facts 
the  sanitary  authorities  propose  to  prohibit  the  use  of  these 
essences  in  the  manufacture  of  confectionery,  as  those 
flavours  can  easily  be  replaced  by  genuine  essences.  It  is 
also  proposed  to  specify  the  colours  that  will  be  allowed  to 
be  used  by  manufacturers. 

Russia  and  Special  Chemicals. — According  to  an 
article  in  the  St.  Petersburg  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  there 
has  been  a  tremendous  drop  in  the  importation  of  sulphuric 
acid.  Thanks  to  the  development  of  home  chemical  works, 
says  that  journal,  imports  of  heavy  chemicals  have  almost 
ceased.  On  the  other  hand,  the  production  of  reagents  for 
laboratories,  pharmaceutic  il  preparations,  photographic 
reagents,  and  technical  chemicals  has  grown  Such  can 
only  be  supplied  by  local  special  factories,  whose  small 
plants  may  be  changed  in  response  to  the  varying  require- 
ments of  their  customers.  The  lowering  of  the  price  of 
sulphuric  acid  and  heavy  chemicals  will  enable  Russia  to 
undertake  these  manufactures  more  extensively. 

Pharmacists'  Monopoly  in  Russia. — The  Noooe  Vremya. 
says  that  on  October  20  L.  O.  Zeideman  gave  a  lecture 
before  the  Law  Society  at  St.  Petersburg  on  the  question  of 
the  actual  monopoly  prevailing  in  Russia  re  pharmacies.  He 
drew  a  very  dirk  picture  of  the  abuses  that  are  brought 
about  by  this  monopoly.    In  consequence  of  its  existence 
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nearly  all  Russia's  large  village  populations  are  deprived 
of  pharmaceutical  aid,  and  the .  desire  of  the  towns  to 
organise  medical  aid  is  hampered  in  execution.  Owing  to 
a  special  order  the  opening  of  pharmacies  is  governed  by 
limits  of  population  and  the  number  of  prescriptions — 
viz.,  one  pharmacy  to  12,000  inhabitants  and  30  000  pre- 
scriptions, .The  latter  limitation  is  decreasing  the  number 
of  chemists,  a'ndthe  town  populations  experience  a  great 
want  of  pharmacies.1  In  St.  Petersburg,  for  example,  there 
are  eighty-two  pharmacies,  whereas  there  are  1,^00  in  Paris. 
The  pharmacy  monopoly  enhances  values  ten  to  fifteen 
f-j'd.  .  ' 

A  Milk-pasteuriser  Wanted. — An  international  com- 
petition of  apparatus  for  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  is  to  be 
held  in  St.  Petersburg  in  the  spring  of  1904.  Foreign  as 
well  as  Russian  apparatus  may  be  sent  for  trial,  those 
from  abroad  being  admitted  free  of  Customs  duty,  i  The 
competition  is  being  organised  by  the  Russian  Department 
of  Agriculture,'  and  applications  must  be  forwarded  not 
later  than  February.  15,  1904.  ,  Two  prizes  will  be  given, 
the  first  of;  1  500r.  (about  240Z.),. the  second  of  500r. 
(about  80Z.),  and  medals  and  certificates  will  be  awarded  to 
others  according  to  merit.  An  award  may  be  granted  for  an 
apparatus  suitable  for. small  farms  or  factories  (with  a  flow 
of,  say,  50  to  60  gals,  per  hour,  provided  the  temperature  be 
at  least  70°  C, "and  a  possible  90°  to  100°  C),  to  be  used 
either  with  steam,  at  a  pressure  not  exceeding  0  5  atmo- 
sphere, or  ■  with  hot  water.  The  apparatus  should  be  pro- 
vided with-a  stirrer  for  agitating  the  heated  milk,  which 
requires  only- one  ' workman  to  propel  it,  and  which  should 
be  so  constructed  that  the  parts  may  be  easily  and  simply 
removed,  cleaned,  -and  refixed,  and  so  that  damaged  parts 
may  be  easily  replaced.  ■  The1  apparatus  must  answer  the 
requirements  of  a  pasteuriser  as  well  as  a  milk-warmer,  and 
have  special  devices  for  controlling  the  temperature  not 
only  of  a  milk-passage,  but  also  of  the  passage  of  steam  or 
hot  water.  Each  apparatus  should  be  simply  and  solidly 
made,  easily  worked,-and  readily  unfixed  and  set  up.  Judg- 
ment on  the  merits' of  the  apparatus  will  be  given  by  a  jury 
appointed  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  composed 
of  experts  in.daii-ying,  bacteriology,  and  agricultural-machine 
cons  traction,. with  representatives.  ,o.f  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Slate  dpmaius.,  farmers, :&c.  The  result  of  the 
trials  will  be  published  in  the  periodicals  of  the  Ministry  oi 
Agriculture;   \         '  lf  ;  V  \ 


East  3nt>ta  Bern 


Messes.  Dara BRbTHrERS,  dispensing  chemists,  wholesale 
and  retail 'druggists',  Si'taram  Buildings,  Bombay,  have 
admitted  into  'partnership  "Mr.  Dara  H.  Dinshaw,  Ghandi, 
who  was  for'mjtny  yeaVs  with  Messrs.  D.  Shaw  &  Co.  The 
business  will  be  conducted  under  the  style  of  Messrs.  Dara& 
Co.  "■/;  ;  "  '  •       '  ; 

Novel  Debt-collecting.— It  is  recorded  of  a  chemist 
in  Rangoon  that,  finding  a  debtor  not  amenable  to  reason,  he 
handed  over  his  bill  as  a  donation  to  a  reverend  gentleman 
who  called  upon  him  for  a  subscription,  with  the  result  that 
prompt  payment  on  first  presentation  followed  the  clergy- 
man's call.  'This,  says  a  local  paper,  is  a  way  for  tradesmen 
to  do  much  charitable  work  by  presenting  their  doubtful 
debts  to  various  institutions  for  collection. 

"  Ceylon  Citronella  Oil.— In  the  course  of  his  address 
on  the  opening  of  the  Ceylon  Legislative  •  Council  on 
October  26  the  Governor,  Sir  J.  West-Ridgway,  said  that 
investigations  have  been  continued  with  citronella  oil,  an 
industry  which  is  in  a  depressed  state  from  over-production, 
adulteration,  and  the  competition  of  the  pure  Java  oil.  A 
plot  of  the  grass  has  been  planted  at  2,000  feet  elevation  on 
the  Experiment  Station,  and  is  doing  well,  thus  showing 
that  there  is  much  land  in  the  Central  Province  suited  for 
the  industry  and  now  lying  waste  under  mana-grass.  Experi- 
ments in  distillation  are  now  being  tried,  and  there  seems 
reason  to  suppose  that  Ceylon  may  once  more  be  able  to 
turn  out  an  oil  which  may.  compete  with  that  of  Java  in 
purity  and  price. 


personalities. 


Mr.  Marcus  Spurway,  senior  partner  of  Messrs.  Spur- 
way  Cie.,  Cannes,  Leipzig,  New  York,  and  London,  has  been 
appointed  Greek  Consul  for  Cannes. 

Mr.  Walter  Gibbons,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  King 
Street,  Manchester,  has  been  appointed  Senior  Deacon  of  the 
Manchester  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  No.  2554. 

The  late  Mr,  Isaac  C.  Thompson,  of  Liverpool,  was  a 
Fellow  of  the  Linnean  Society,  not  of  the  Royal  Society  as 
was  stated  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  last  week. 

The  Leeds  Chemists'  Association's  new  President  is  Mr. 
George  Worf oik.  The  name  was-  wrongly  given  in  our  last 
issue,  and  there  were  other  letter  changes  which  we  do  not 
blame  the  compositors  for. 

Mr.  Walter  Stead  (Heckmondwike)  informs  us  that 
when  he  spoke  at  the  Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association  last 
week  he  did  not  say  that  chemists  ape  professionalism,  but 
"  claim  "  it,  and  he  is  one  of  those  who  consider  the  claim  is 
justified. 

At  Nottingham,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  November  12 
Mr  Richard  FitzHugb,  J.P.  (president  of  the  Nottingham 
and  Notts  Chemists'  Association),  in  the  presence  of  a 
distinguished  gather;ing,  was  .  installed  Provincial  Grand 
Master  of  the  Mark  Mason  degree,  in  succession  to  the  late 
County  Court  Judge  of  Nottingham — his  Honour  Judge 
Masterman,  J.P.,  D.C.L.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by 
the  Pro-Grand  Master  of  England  (the  Right  Hon.  Earl 
Euston). 


Business  Cbanaes, 


Ma.  S.  C.  McKee,  chemist,  is  opening  new  premises  at 
Churchfield  Road,  Acton,  W. 

Mr.  J.  Emsley,  chemist,  has  relinquished  business  at  41 
High  Street,  Stoke^ewington,  N. 

Messrs.  Hardy  &  Go.  have-  opened  "The  Station 
Pharmacy,"  307  Railton  Road,  Heme  Hill,  S.E. 

Mr.  Leslie  has  taken  over  the  business  lately  belonging 
to  Mr.  R.  H.  Richards,  at  118  Rushey  Green,  Catford,  S.E. 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Frank  &  Co.,  chemists,  111  Brixton  Hill, 
S.W.,  have  opened  additional  premises  at  310  in  the  same 
thoroughfare.  -.v..  .; 

Mr.  Chas.  Smalley,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Burnley' 
has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  John  G.  Clarke,  at  12  Carr 
Street,  Ipswich.     '•  -  ; 

MR.  H.  J.  Howlett,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired: 
the  business  in  Station  Road,  Harpenden,  formerly  belonging 
to  Mr.  N.  C.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  V.  J.  Hatfield,  chemist,  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Southampton,  has  opened  a  new  and  attractive  pharmacy 
at  Upper  Parkstone,,  Dorset."  '  '" 

Owing  to  the  death  of:  Mr,. M.-.  C.  Sumners,  .chemist  and 
druggist,  Heckington,  the  business  will  in  future  be  carried 
on  under  the  style  of  M.  C.  Sumners  &  Son.  - 

Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  have  acquired  premises  adjoin- 
ing the  Salisbury  Hotel,  Boscombe,  which  will  be  opened  as  a 
drug-store  when  the  necessary  alterations  are  completed. 

Mr.  T.  Hutchings,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  business  formerly  carried  on  as  "  Thomas  &  Co."  at  411 
Mare  Street,  Hackney,  by  Mr.  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Cox,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  116  Craven 
Park  Road,  Harlesden,  N.W.,  has  acquired  the  business  at 
12  High  Street,  Harlesden,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  A.  C. 
Goodchild,  chemist  and  druggist. 

The  partnership  between  Mr.  James  John  Anning,  chemist 
and  druggist,  and  Mr.  George  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist, 
having  been  dissolved,  the  business  at  145  Woodhouse  Lane, 
Leeds,  will  in  future  be  carried  on  by  Mr.  Jackson  under  his  • 
own  name. 
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©ur  Zovon  traveller* 

DURING  the  past  few  days  I  have  resumed  my  visits  to 
the  showrooms  in  the  Metropolis,  and  find  that  the  more 
buoyant  hopes  as  to  better  business  which  I  foreshadowed 
last  week  have  been  corroborated.  One  of  my  first  calls 
was  on 

Mr.  R.  J.  Reuter,  Well  Street,  E.C., 
who,  reporting  on  the  perfumery-trade,  informed  me  that 
several  lines  have  had  to  be  repeated  four  or  five  times.  He 
has  a  fine  assortment  of  cased  perfumes  on  view.    A  series 
got  up  in  the  Parisian  style,  padded,  in  watered  silk, 
is  particularly  pretty.     The  boxes  are  produced  in  four 
colours — violet,  blue,  crimson,  and  green — and  each  contains 
square  cut-glass  bottles  with  nice  perfumes.  Mammoth 
caskets,  silk-lined  in  blue,  contain  large  boat-shaped  cut- 
glass  bottles.    These  sell  at  25s.  each  wholesale.  The  jewel- 
case  pattern  contains  two  cut-glass  bottles  and  a  pump- 
spray.    This  is  very  choice,  and  costs  30s.    The  bottles  in 
the  majority  of  cases  are  cut  in  novel  patterns.    Some  of 
them  are  in  feathery  designs,  others  with  fern-like  sprays 
and  hob-nailed  designs  alternating.    The  cheaper  designs 
are  also  very  pretty.     One  satin-lined  red  case,  with  a 
Wedgwood-looking  portrait  embossed  on  the  outside,  which 
is  really  hand-painted  on  satin,  costs  30s.  per  dozen.  Others 
are  put  up  in  a  plain  wood   box,  with  fancy  corrugated 
linings,  and  containing  a  12-oz.  bottle  of  perfume,  the  idea 
being  to  let  the  customer  have  the  full  benefit  of  the 
perfume  without  paying  for  the  box.    These  sell  at  14s.  6  I. 
Another  line,  at  the  same  price,  is  in  dark -green  plush  with 
a  clasp,  on  the  top  being  a  hand- painted  picture  in  the 
Louis   Quatorze  style  of  knights  and  dames  danciDg  a 
minuet.    The    new   pump-spray  which  Mr.  Reuter  has 
lately  put  on  the  market  is  made  of  Royal  Worcester  ware, 
in  various  beautiful  old-world  patterns.    Some  of  them  are 
hand-painted  by  a  well-known  artist.    These  sprays  are  gilt 
mounted,  and  may  be  bought  either  loose  or  in  ebonised 
boxes  silk  lined,  with  lock  and  key,  the  prices  being  from 
8*.  6:1.  to  14s.  6'Z.  each.    Another  series  of  pump-sprays  is 
manufactured  of  Stalbridge  glass,  hand-cut.     These  are 
more  appreciated  than  the  foreign  goods,  and  certainly  the 
brilliance  of  the  cut  and  the  superiority  of  the  glass  are 
apparent  when  the  articles  are  placed  in  juxtaposition.  The 
porcelain  ointment-pots  with  celluloid  lids  which  Mr.  Reuter 
has  recently  introduced  are,  he  says,  going  strong.  The 
body  of  the  pot  is  porcelain  and  grease-proof.    The  celluloid 
lids  fit  tightly,  and  the  difference  in  weight  from  the  ordinary 
porcelain  or  earthenware  lidded  pots  is  considerable.  The 
celluloid  tops  may  be  printed  with  the  Dame  and  address  of 
the  seller  and  of  the  article.    Stock  is  kept  of  cold-cream 
pots  (f  oz.  and  1§  oz.),  which  are  printed  in  black  and  gold, 
and  look  very  chaste. 

At  the  Sign  of  the  Civet  Cat, 

94  St.  Martin's  Lane,  W.C.,  Messrs.  Bayley  k.  Co.,  perfumers 
to  kiEgs,  have  their  establishment.  The  business  has  been 
established  for  nearly  one  hundred  and  sixty  years,  but 
within  the  past  three  years  it  has  changed  hands,  and  the 
new  proprietor  is  putting  new  life  into  it.  ';  Bayley's''  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  showrooms  in  London.  The 
historic  connections  which  cluster  round  the  business  always 
keep  in  mind  its  high-class  character.  Round  the  walls  of 
the  proprietor's  office  are  hung  eleven  royal  warrants  (the 
latest  being  from  the  Shah  of  Persia)  appointing  Messrs. 
Bayley  &  Co.  as  perfumers  to  one  or  other  monarch,  and  a 
chance  perusal  of  the  ledger  of  the  firm  dated  from 
the  eighteenth  century  shows  that  the  every-day 
customers  of  the  firm  include  peers  and  nobles.  The 
new  proprietor  keeps  up  the  historic  associations,  but 
business  is  being  developed  in  modern  directions.  Thus, 
while  he  has  not  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  style  and 
get-up  of  such  staple  articles  as  Bayley's  ess.  bouquet  or 
Bayley's  spermaceti  soap,  he  has  adapted  to  others  which 
may  not  be  so  fixed  in  the  public  pleasure  new  designs  of 
labels  and  style  of  packing.  Coronalys  perfume  and  soap 
are  recent  productions  in  this  regard.  The  label  of  the  per- 
fume, the  design  of  the  box,  and  the  wrapper  for  the  tablet 
of  toilet- soap  are  in  embossed  gold  on  a  white  background. 
The  Coronalys  productions  look  regal,  as  the  intention  was 
that  they  should  be.    A  novel  production  is  a  hexagonal 


upright  case,  in  which  are  twin  bottles  of  perfume;  the 
bottles  are  triangular,  and  fit  in  a  box  back  io  back.  Ess. 
Imperial  is  another  regal  production,  which  i,;as  a  consider- 
able sale  in  the  Colonies.  The  predominant  feature  on  the 
bottle  is  a  gold  crown,  the  effect  being  good,  and  the 
bottles  are  packed  in  padded  cases  of  Paisley- shawl  pattern 
to  retail  at  10s.  6i.  A  favourite  with  some  of  our 
crowned  heads  is  ess.  violetta  Cologne,  and  a  very  fine 
essence  of  English  violets  is  put-up  in  a  globular  bottle 
holding  about  2  oz  ,  to  sell  at  10s.  6il  each.  These  are  some 
of  the  recent  productions.  The  older  staples  by  which 
Bayley  &  Co.  have  made  their  name  in  the  Courts  of  Europe 
are  still  as  carefully  harboured  as  ever,  and  I  was  informed 
that  so  great  is  the  conservatism  of  our  country  that  the 
ess.  bouquet  in  some  cases  must  still  be  supplied  in  sauce- 
bottles  as  it  was  originally  introduced,.  The  new 
proprietor  has  recently  discovered  a  double-headed  key 
which  belonged  to  William  Bayley,  founder  of  the  firm,  and 
which  is  inscribed  with  his  name,  a  crown,  and  "Georgius 
Rex."  A  painting  of  William  Bayley  by  Harlow  hangs 
over  the  fireplace  of  "Ye  Old  Civet  Cat,"  .and  .it  is  worth 
noting  that  the  sign  was  painted  by  Hogarth. 

The  Vinolia  Company  (Limited): 
At  various  times  during  the  year  I  have  notice l  at  exhibi- 
tions the  novelties  which  Vinolia  (Limited)  are' constantly 
producing.  It  was  therefore  with  some  misgiving  that  I 
called  at  Maiden  Crescent  works ;  but  I  need  not  have 
worried,  for  there  were  plenty  of  new  ideas  in  the  shaping 
and  in  the  perfected  stage.  First  in  point  of  importance 
should  be  meationed  the  series  of  hand-painted  perfume- 
caskets.  These  are  covered  with  satin  and  artistically  hand- 
painted  in  floral  designs  by  a  talented  young  lady,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Vinolia  staff.  They  are  made  in  several 
sizes,  the  single  bottle  cases  costing  53s.  4(2.  per  dozen,  the- 
double  bottles  93s.  4c?.,  and  the  treble-bottle  cases  134s. 
The  quadruple  series  have  been  added  to.  In  these  each  per- 
fume is  enclosed  in  an  elegant  casket,  the  artistic  design  of 

which  corresponds  with  that   

cn  the  label  of  the  bottle. 
The  specimen  illustrated 
speaks  for  itself.  There  are 
thirteen  odours,  including 
White  Heliotrope,  Mylissia, 
Waneeta,  Jockey  Club,  and 
White  Lilac,  and  the  price 
all  round  is  22s.  M.  per 
dozen  caskets.  There  is  a 
different  design  for  each 
case,  and  the  bottles  are 
pretty  squares  with  mush- 
room stoppers.  Another 
series  of  five  different  kinds 
contains  two  oval  bottles  of  Vinolia  perfumes,  and  costs 
Vbi.  M.  per  dozen  caskets.  These  are  painted  and  embossed 
on  the  top  with  classical  designs  in  iridescent  tints.  Another 
series  of  square  caskets,  with  floral  designs  of  various  kinds, 
contains  one  and  two  rectangular  bottles  of  Vinolia  perfumes, 
the  single  ones  costing  15s.  6d.  per  dozen  aftd  the  double 
ones  26 s.  . ,  \  V. 

Leather  plush-lined  upright  cases,  with  fold-over  flajs, 
are  the  newest  Christmas  caskets  of  the       •  . 

Crown  Perfumery  Company; 
The  cases  are  lined  in  green,  crimson,  arid  blue,  and  contain 
one  or  two  cut-glass  bottles  of  perfumes,  one  size  having 
two  perfumes  and  a  pump-spray.  The  last-named  case  costs 
21s.,  the  double-bottled  ca-e  is  priced  at  10s.  6:Z  ,  and  the 
single  case  at  5s.  9i.  There  are  variations  of  the  series, 
however,  a  larger  double  size  being  produced  at  18s.,  and 
a  larger  single  size  at  15s.  6d.  Crown  '•  Nadia  "  has  caught 
on,  according  to  all  accounts.  It  makes  a  fitting  colleague 
for  "Flavia,"  " Glysia,"  "Gloria,"  and  "Noel."  In  each 
cise  there  is  a  perfume,  soap,  and  toilet-powder  to  match. 
The  Crown  "  Nadia"  is,  perhaps,  the  sweetest  of  the  series, 
and  the  soap  (three  in  a  box)  sells  at  20s.  per  dozen,  and  the 
powder  at  28s.  per  dozen.  Sample  bottles  of  each  of  these 
perfumes  are  to  be  had  to  sell  at  3d.  each.  A  hew  perfume, 
"  Natural  Violets,"  is  likely  to  have  a  vogue.  It  is  sweet 
subtle,  and  lasting,  and  is  put  up  in  bottles  of  from  1-oz.  to 
8-oz.  capacity.  Smaller  sizes  of  "Crab-apple"  cologne  are 
now  made  to  retail  at  Is.  and  61  each.  '•  ;- 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of 
<3reat  Britain. 


NORTH-BRITISH  BRANCH. 
Evening  Meeting. 

THE  inaugural  address  of  the  session  was  delivered  at 
36  York  Placs,  Edinburgh,  on  November  18,  by  Dr. 
J,  Taylor  Grant,  Lecturer  on  Bacteriology  in  the  Royal 
Colleges'  School  of  Medicine,  Edinburgh,  on 

BACTERIAL  THERAPEUTICS. 

Mr.  Dott  presided,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance. 
In  introducing  the  lecturer,  Mr.  Dott  said  Dr.  Grant  was 
one  of  themselves,  because  he  had  begun  his  career  in  phar- 
macy and  passed  into  the  ranks  of  medicine. 

Dr.  Taylor  Grant,  after  expressing  his  appreciation  of 
the  compliment  paid  to  him  in  inviting  him  to  give  the 
opening  address,  said  bacteriology  is  part  of  botany  and 
part  of  medicine.  He  divided  bacteria  into  two  classes  :  the 
saprophytic  and  the  parasitic.  The  saprophytic  are  found 
everywhere.  In  man  and  animals,  even  the  healthiest,  the 
mouth,  and  large  intestine,  and  the  skin  are  always  rich  in 
saprophytic  bacteria.  The  saprophytes  also  play  important 
parts  in  various  industries,  such  as  butter-making,  brewing, 
vinegar  and  sugar  manufacture,  and  tanning  ;  but  the  chief 
function  of  the  majority  of  saprophytes  in  nature  is  to  bring 
about  the  bio-chemical  process  called  putrefaction,  or  the 
decomposition  of  the  dead  bodies  of  animals  and  plants — 
the  effete  matter  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms — 
into  more  simple,  substances.  Putrefaction  and  sepsis  in 
wounds  after  operations  are  due  to  bacteria,  and  therefore 
the  aseptic  surgeon  aims  at  the  absolute  exclusion  of  all 
bacteria  by  only  using  instruments  and  dressings  previously 
sterilised  by  heat,  and  destroys  the  bacteria  on  his  own 
hands  and  on  the  patient's  skin  by  means  of  disinfectants. 
The  saprophytes  are,  as  a  class,  harmless  to  man  and 
animals,  and  are  therefore  also  called  non-pathogenic — i.e., 
they  do  not  cause  specific  diseases.  The  parasitic  bacteria 
are  those  that  live  and  multiply  on  or  in  and  at  the  expense 
of  a  living  host — the  living  body  of  man  or  animal.  They 
are  harmful  invaders  of  the  living  bodies  oE  man  and 
animals;  they  produce  diseases,  especially  infectious  dis- 
eases, such  as  tuberculosis,  typhoid  fever,  diphtheria,  pneu- 
monia, cholera,  plague  ;  they  are  therefore  called  pathogenic, 
or  disease-causing  bacteria.  But  before  one  is  justified  in 
faying  that  a  particular  bacterium  is  the  cause  of  a  particular 
disease,  four  points  must  be  established:  (1)  the  bacterium 
must  be  present  in  all  cases  of  the  particular  disease,  and  in 
no  other  disease  ;  (2)  the  bacterium  must  be  capable  of 
isolation  from  its  host  and  of  being  grown  on  artificial  media 
in  pure  culture,  apart  from  all  other  bacteria  ;  (3)  the  inocu- 
lation of  such  pure  culture  into  a  susceptible  animal  must 
reproduce  the  disease  ;  (4)  the  bacterium  must  be  recover- 
able from  this  animal  in  which  the  disease  has  been  pro- 
duced, and  grown  in  pure  culture.  For  example,  the  disease 
known  as  diphtheria  is  said  to  be  caused  by  the  bacillus 
Klebs-Loeffler,  which  was  discovered  by  Klebs  and  Loeffler, 
because  all  the  above  requirements  were  fulfilled.  In  a 
similar  way  bacteria  have  been  proved  to  be  the  cause  of  other 
diseases,  such  as  tuberculosis,  pneumonia,  tetanus,  and  plague. 
There  is,  however,  no  hard-and-fast  line  between  the  sapro- 
phytes and  the  parasites,  for  sometimes  a  bacillus,  generally 
considered  to  bea harmless  saprophyte,  is  found  producirg  a 
disease.  The  colon  bacillus  may  occasionally  be  responsible 
for  an  attack  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  or  for  epidemics 
of  food -poisoning,  and  certain  saprophytes  may  cause  putre- 
faction in  a  wound,  and  lead  to  a  fatal  result.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  very  fact  that  disease-causing  bacteria  whose 
normal  habitat  is  the  living  animal  body  can  be  grown  in 
lifeless  artificial  media  shows  that  they  are  capable  of 
behaving  like  saprophytes  at  all  events  for  a  time. 

Dr.  Grant  proceeded  to  classify  bacteria  according  to  their 
shapes  and  forms  and  their  movements,  and  said  their  repro- 
duction is  effected  by  a  process  of  fission  or  splitting.  Given 
favourable  conditions,  a  certain  bacillus  will  increase  at 
such  a  rate  that  in  two  days'  time  its  descendants  would 
number  281  billions.  But  in  nature  this  geometrical 
ancrease  does    not  generally    take    place   to    such  an 


enormcus  extent  because  the  necessary  food-supply  is 
not  present,  and  many  bacteria  are  killed  by  the 
accumulation  of  their  own  products.  In  infectious  disease, 
therefore,  owicg  to  such  rapid  reproduction,  the  danger  is 
due  not  so  much  to  the  few  individual  typhoid  or  diphtheria 
germs  which  gain  an  entrance  as  to  the  absolutely  enormous 
number  of  their  descendants.  Spore-formation  can  scarcely 
be  looked  on  as  a  means  of  multiplication  as  is  sometimes 
done,  but  rather  as  a  means  of  enabling  bacteria  to  remain 
alive  under  unfavourable  conditions,  to  resist  for  months  or 
years  the  injurious  effects  of  an  insufficient  or  unsuitable 
food-supply,  desiccation,  or  change  of  temperature. 
Proceeding  then  to  speak  of  bacteria  in  infectious  diseases, 
Dr.  Grant  said  an  infectious  disease  arises  when  a  specific 
disease-producing  microbe — not  a  single  solitary  microbe 
but  a  number  of  the  same  kind — having  gained  an  entrance 
to  the  body  by  a  wound,  by  water  or  food,  through  the  air, 
by  an  insect-bite,  or  in  some  other  way,  and,  having  found 
conditions  favourable,  grow  and  multiply,  and  in  so  doing 
steadily  elaborate  a  chemical  poison  which  continuously 
passes  into  the  blood  and  induces  its  characteristic  effects. 
These  chemical  poisons  are  the  weapons  of  offence  of  the 
bacteria,  and  as  their  exact  composition  is  as  yet  unknown 
they  are  conveniently  referred  to  as  toxins.  But  little  is 
known  of  pure  toxins  for  purposes  of  immunisation ;  it  is 
sufficient  to  employ  the  toxin  solution.  Dried  tetanus 
toxin  is 

ONE  OF  THE  MOST  POWERFUL  POISONS, 

the  fatal  dose  for  human  beings  being  one-tenth  that  of 
strychnine.  The  fatal  dose  of  a  toxin  for  different  animals 
varies  with  the  species,  sometimes  enormously.  Thus  the 
amount  of  tetanus  toxin  necessary  to  kill  a  fowl  would  kill 
five  hundred  horses.  The  bacteria  and  their  toxins,  however, 
do  not  have  it  ali  their  own  way.  The  blood  and  tissues 
possess  considerable  powers  of  resisting  bacterial  action, 
and  these  powers  are  called  into  play  whenever  a  bacterial 
invasion  occurs.  The  vigour  of  these  natural  resistant 
powers  varies  considerably  in  different  individuals, 
and  so  an  inquiry  into  the  characters  of 
these  resisting  powers,  with  the  object  of  discovering 
a  means  of  strengthening  and  reinforcing  them,  is  of  the 
highest  importance,  and  constitutes  the  study  of  the  artificial 
production  of  immunity — the  artificial  production  of  the 
power  to  resist  infection.  The  underlying  principle  of 
immunity  is  found  in  the  fact  that  one  attack  of  an  in- 
fectious disease  protects  from  another  attack  of  the  same 
disease.  After  the  attack  from  any  infectious  disease,  the 
individual  is  iD  a  stronger  position  than  formerly  with  regard 
to  that  particular  disease,  for  his  blood  remains  rich  in  the 
specific  antitoxic  substances  produced  in  it,  and  these  render 
him  immune  to  further  attacks  of  that  particular  invader. 
To  obtain  that  immunity  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  disease 
be  acquired  by  the  usual  natural  process  of  infection ; 
artificial  production  of  the  disease,  even  in  a  mild  form,  is 
equally  efficacious.  He  referred  to  vaccination  in  smallpox 
as  an  instance,  and  pointed  out  that  an  attack  of  the  disease 
affords  greater  immunity  than  the  trivial  form  produced  by 
vaccination.  Still,  the  vaccinated  individual  is  immunised, 
and  that  without  danger  to  himself  or  others.  Dr.  Grant 
then  went  on  to  refer  to  the  prophylactics  of  like  nature, 
which,  however,  mostly  consist  of  weakened  bouillon-cultures 
of  the  microbe  of  the  disease  it  is  desired  to  protect  against, 
adding  that 

THE  DAY  MAY  COME 

when  vaccination  for  smallpox  is  performed  with  a  weakened 
culture  of  the  as  yet  undiscovered  microbe  of  that  disease. 
If  an  animal  is  inoculated  with  a  non-fatal  dose  of  bacterial 
culture  or  toxin,  the  result  is  that  immunity,  active  or 
direct  immunity,  to  the  particular  bacterium  or  toxin  em- 
ployed is  conferred  on  it.  If  some  of  the  blood  of  this 
immunised  animal  (animal  A)  containing,  of  course,  the 
products  of  active  immunity,  are  introduced  into  another 
animal  (animal  B),  immunity  called  passive  or  indirect 
immunity  to  the  same  bacterium  or  toxin  is  instantly  con- 
ferred on  this  second  animal.  The  introduction  of  A's 
immunised  blood  into  B  renders  the  latter  proof  against 
subsequent  diphtheria  infection.  It  has  acted  as  a  pro- 
phylactic. It  is  natural  to  ask  whether,  in  the  case  of  b 
being  already  infected  with  diphtheria,  the  injection  of  a 
quantity  of  antitoxin-laden  blood-serum  from  A  would  ba 
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curative,  and  if  B  is  thus  cured  by  A's  serum,  why  not  also 
human  sufferers  from  diphtheria  ?  Serum  is  the  clear  fluid 
part  of  blood  from  which  the  clot  has  been  separated,  and 
in  which  the  antitoxin  is  dissolved.  This  question  was 
first  answered  by  Behrirg,  who  reported  the  recovery  of 
guinea-pigs  after  inoculation  with  diphtheria-bacilli  in  such 
doses  that  the  animals  would  have  died  had  they  not  been 
treated  with  the  serum  of  another  animal  previously 
rendered  immune  to  diphtheria.  The  same  observer  soon 
announced  good  results  in  children  suffering  from  diph- 
theria, and  from  this  the  antitoxic- serum  treatment  of 
diphtheria  began.  Antidiphtherial  serum  was  taken  as  an 
example  of  the  methods  used  in  preparing  serums  and  the 
process  fully  described.  The  process  is  one  which  extends 
over  five  or  six  months.  In  order  to  obtain  laige  quantities 
of  antidiphtherial  serum,  a  large  animal— the  horse — is 
selected.  The  horse  tolerates  the  action  of  the  toxin  well, 
and  yields,  as  a  rule,  seram  of  high  immunising  value.  The 
method  of  estimating  the  therapeutic  power  of  serum  em- 
ployed in  Britain  and  Germany  is  that  elaborated  by 
Behring  and  Ehrlich,  the  power  or  value  of  the  serum  being 
reckoned  in  immunity  units.  A  unit  may  be  contained  in 
very  different  volumes  of  different  yields  of  serum.  But 
the  standard  by  which  the  power  of  serum  is  measured  is 
constituted  by  what  is  termed  a  normal  serum,  1  c  c.  of 
which  is  said  to  contain  1  unit  of  immunity,  and  01  c.c.  of 
which  neutralises  1  cc.  of  normal  standard  toxin.  The 
tests  used  are  physiological.  The  question  of  the  most 
accurate  method  of  estimating  the  activity  of  serums  is 
still  far  from  being  decided  ;  indeed,  at  the  International 
Congress  of  Hygiene  held  at  Brussels  last  September  an 
international  commission  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject.  The  serum  having  attained  a  sufficiently  high 
antitoxic  power,  five  to  ten  litres  of  blood,  the  quantity 
depending  on  the  size  of  the  animal,  is  drawn  off  into 
sterilised  bottles  by  means  of  a  sterilised  canula  plunged 
into  the  jugular  vein.  The  bottles  of  blood  are  placed  in  a 
cool  place  to  allow  the  serum  to  separate  thoroughly  from 
the  clot,  which  generally  takes  about  thirty-six  hours.  The 
serum  is  then  pipetted  or  decanted  into  sterilised  bottles,  a 
single  dose,  equivalent  to  a  certain  number  of  units,  being 
placed  in  each  bottle  so  as  to  obviate  the  risk  of  contami- 
nation by  repeated  opening.  The  bottles  are  preferably 
hermetically  sealed  in  a  flame,  and  throughout  the  manipu- 
lations the  most  minute  aseptic  precautions  were  necessary. 
The  antitoxic  serum-producing  value  of  different  horses 
vary  very  considerably.  From  certain  horses,  no  matter 
how  much  toxin  is  injected,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a 
serum  of  sufficient  antitoxic  power,  and  there  are,  unfor- 
tunately, no  means  of  ascertaining  this  inability  beforehand. 

Storing  and  Using  Serum. 

Serum  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  cool  place,  but  frost 
injures  it.  For  exportation  to  warm  climates  it  should  be 
prepared  in  thin,  and  therefore  readily  soluble,  scales  by 
evaporating  the  liquid  serum  to  dryness  over  sulphuric  acid 
at  a  temperature  of  not  over  40°  C.  On  mixing  the  scales 
with  sterilised—  boiled  and  cooled — water  immediately 
before  injection,  all  the  active  antitoxic  constituents  go  into 
solution,  leaving  a  small  amount  of  inert  material  undis- 
solved, and  which  need  not  be  injected.  The  scales  keep 
better  than  the  fluid.  Fluid  diphtheria  and  tetanus  serums 
retain  their  antitoxic  power  for  ten  or  twelve  months. 
Serums  which  are  more  antibacterial  than  antitoxic,  such 
as  antistreptococcic,  lose  their  strength  more  rapidly,  and 
that  is  probably  one  of  the  reasons  why  they  are  not 
so  far  to  be  depended  on  to  give  good  results. 
Serums  were  very  slowly  absorbed  by  the  mouth 
or  rectum,  and  are  usually  injected  under  the  skin,  say,  of 
the  flank.  Intravenous  injections  may  be  made,  and  by  that 
method  brilliant  results  in  apparently  hopeless  cases  of 
diphtheria  have  been  recorded,  results  not  obtainable  by  the 
subcutaneous  method.  Evidently  by  the  intravenous  method 
the  circulating  toxins  are  much  more  rapidly  and  effectually 
neutralised.  The  intravenous  method  gives  the  best  results 
in  such  rapidly  diffusible  cases  as  snake- venom.  With  regard 
to  dosage,  the  best  results  are  obtained  from  early  and 
frequent  and  fearless  administration  of  serums  of  high  anti- 
toxic value.  The  longer  the  delay,  the  greater  the  quantify 
of  serum  required.  It  is  better  to  give  too  much  than  too  1 
little.   Many  failures  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  have  1 


undoubtedly  been  due  to  insufficient  dosage  and  to  delay  in 
commencing  the  treatment.  Diphtherial  antitoxin  is  harm- 
less; an  overdose  seems  to  be  an  impossibility,  for  as  many 
as  35.000  units  have  been  given  in  a  single 
dose,  and  82,000  units  in  three  doses  intravenously. 
The  other  really  antitoxic  serums,  that  for  tetanus  or  lock- 
jaw, are  prepared  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  antidiph- 
therial. Those  which  are  antibacterial  rather  than  antitoxic, 
are  obtained  by  inoculating  the  horse  with  actual  cultures  of 
the  bacteria  themselves.  They  are  not  giving  the  good 
results  which  were  expected.  Dr.  Grant  concluded  by  saying 
that  bacterial  therapeutics  is  only  in  its  infancy,  but  it  has 
achieved  one  real  success  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria, 
and  he  believed  that  sooner  or  later  it  will  provide  an  equally 
effective  means  of  combating  all  bacterial  diseases.'  But  one 
of  the  first  things  to  be  investigated  and  discovered  is  the 
chemical  constitution  of  what  they  in  their  ignorance  called 
toxins.  Here  for  the  skilled  pharmacist  is  a  fruitful  field 
for  the  exercise  of  his  chemical  and  biological  knowledge 
and  manipulative  ability.  The  tisk  of  the  physiologist  and 
pathologist  investigating  the  rationale  of  their  specific 
action  on  the  various  human  tissues  would  then  be  an  easier 
one. 

The  manner  in  which  the  lecture  was  illustrated  was  no 
unimportant  part  of  it.  Bacterial  cultures  and  microscopic 
specimens  were  also  exhibited  in  the  museum,  which^was 
thrown  open  for  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Laidlaw  Ewing  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks.  He  said 
they  had  had  a  lecture  on  a  subject  of  surpassing  interest  on 
a  science  which  was  not  as  much  connected  with  their  pro- 
fession as  some  others,  but  he  was  expressing  their  feelings 
when  he  said  they  owed  Dr.  Grant  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude 
for  the  lecture  and  pictures.  They  must  all  be  convinced  of 
the  great  influence  bacteriology  had  had  upon  medicine  and 
surgery.  It  had  almost  revolutionised  the  treatment  of  such 
fell  diseases  as  diphtheria.  They  hoped  the  like  successful 
treatment  of  cancer  would  soon  follow.  Many  of  them 
passed  through  their  hands  vaccine-lymph  and  serums. 
They  were  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  Taylor  Grant  for  what  he 
had  told  them  about  the  preparation  of  these  articles,  and 
when  they  came  to  sell  them  they  would  do  so  with  the 
authority  and  interest  which  came  from  knowledge. 

Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin  briefly  seconded  the  motion,  which 
was  accorded  with  enthusiasm.  Dr.  Grant  replied,  and  the 
meeting  terminated. 


Altior. — The  above  ie  a  very  small  reproduction  of  the  pro- 
gramme which  Mr.  Fred  Heynolds  designed  for  Mr.  Pilkington 
Sergeant's  annual  feast  of  fumes,  fuD,and  pharmaceutic  lore;  but 
it  speaks  volumes  about  how  they  do  it  in  Leeds. 
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Trade  Law. 

Tiie  "Tabloid"  Case  has  not  yet  been  reached  in  Mr. 
Justice  Byrne's  Court.  Witnesses  for  the  plaintiffs  were  in- 
formed that  this  else  was  expected  to  ba  on  Tuesday's  list  (No- 
vember 17),  but  two  lengthy  cases  with  witnesses  have  barred  the 
way  so  far. 

"What  Is  a  Warehouse  ?  —  The  Birmingham  County  Court 
Judge  decided  this"  week  that  a  warehouse  was  properly  so-called 
when  goods  were  stored  for  distribution  and  sale  at  various 
pi  ices.  A  cupboard,  closet,  cellar,  or  back  parlour,  used  simply  as 
a  receptacle  for  surplus  goods  for  replenishing  the  stock  in  a 
shop,  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  fairly  called  a  warehouse. 

"  Cottolene  "  Trade-mark. — At  the  High  Court,  on  No- 
vember 18,  before  Mr.  Justice  Sndnfen  Eady,  N.  K.  Fairbank 
C  mpany  sought  to  restrain  by  injunction  Bhikhajea  Framjee 
Khao,  trading  as  the  Cocos  Butter  Manufacturing  Compiny,  from 
in  any  manner  infringing  the  trade-marks  Nos.  77,276  and  223,150,  by 
selling  for  "  Cottolene  "  an  aiticle  named  "  Cocosoline."  After  hear- 
ing evidence  and  counsel,  the  Judge  dismissed  the  motion,  holding 
that  "Cocosoline"  aptly  described  the  defendant's  product.  His 
Lordship  was  satisfi-d  that  the  defendant  had  taken  the  words 
"  Cocoso "  and  "  Cocosoline "  innocently,  and  without  any  in- 
trntion  of  injuring  the  plaintiffs'  business.  No  instance  of 
deception  had  been  proved,  and  it  wa?  not  suggested  that  any  one 
would  be  deceived.  There  was,  no  doubt,  a  certain  similarity  in 
the  names,  but,  if  the  products  were  to  be  sold  retail,  the  parties 
could  adopt  such  gats  up  as  to  prevent  confusion. 

Ttie  Analyst's  Certificate. — At  Liverpool  County  Sessions 
last  week,  Thomas  Mayoh,  tradiug  aa  Mayoh  &  Co.,  drysalters  and 
spice-merchante,  Salford,  appealed  against  a  conviction  for  breach 
of  warranty  of  pepper  by  the  Magistrates  sitting  at  Leigh  Petty 
Sessions  oh  June  22.  Mr  Sutton,  for  the  respondent  Magistrates, 
took  a  preliminary'  objection  that  the  notice  of  appeal  was  out  of 
order,  but  the  Justices  held  that  the  notice  was  good.  Mr. 
Horridge,  K.C.,- for  the  appellant,  argued  that  no  copy  of  the 
analyst's  certificate  was  given  with  the  summons,  as  required  by 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  pepper  was  sold  by  a  small 
grocer,  who  produced  a  warranty  from  the  appellant  that  it  was 
pure.  The  summons  against  him  was  dismissed,  proceedings 
were  taken  against  the  wholesale  dealer  for  giving  the  warranty, 
and  he  was"  convicted  for  giving  a  false  warranty.  It  was 
important  that  he  should  have  the  analyst's  certificate  in  order  to 
prepare  his  case.  Mr.  Sutton  contended  that  it  was  only  the 
pt-rson  who  sold  the  article  who  was  entitled  to  the  analyst's 
certificate,  and  that  against  the  person  who  gave  the  warranty  it 
was  no  evidence  at  all,  and  therefore  there  was  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  served  upon  him.  The  Chairman  inquired  under  what 
section  the  summons  was  laid,  Mr.  Sutton  :  Section  20.  The 
Chairman:  And  can  you  separate  Sections  19  and  20?  Mr. 
Sutton ;  I  am  afraid  I  cannot.  The  Chairman  said  the  Justices 
thought  that  Sub-section  2  of  Section  19,  as  to  giving  the  analyst's 
certificate,  must  be  taken  a3  applying  in  general,  and  therefore 
the  appeal  would  be  allowed  and  the  conviction  quashed,  with 
costs.  The  Justices  expressed  themselves  as  prepared  to  state  a 
case  on  the  point. 


High  Court  Cases. 

SCOBELL  V.  GADD. 

This  case,  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  a  chemist's  business  in 
Rainsgate,  is,  we  understand,  going  to  appeal  on  the  applica- 
tion of  Mr.  Scobell. 

Boy.bil  (Limited)  v.  McPhail. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
Friday,  November  13,  before  Mr.  Justice  Joyce,  Mr.  Younger, 
KC,  applied,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  in  this  case,  for  an 
injuncion  to  restrain  the  defendant  (a  licensed  victualler  in 
Liverpool),  his  servants,  and  agents  from  supplying,  selling, 
or  offering  for  sale  as  bovril,  in  response  to 
orders  for  bovril,  any  liquid  preparation  of  meat 
which  was  not  of  the  plaintiffs'  manufacture,  or  in  any 
manner  representing, or  passing  off  any  liquid  preparation  of 
meat  not  of- the  plaintiffs'  manufacture  as  and  for  the  goods 
of  the  plaintiffs.  Mr.  Younger  stated  that  on  three  separate 
occa-ions  applications  were  made  at  defendant's  premises 
for  a  cup  of  bovril,  and  on  each  occasion  he  served  the  pre- 
paration of  a  rival  manufacturer.  Mr.  Higgens  appeared 
oivbehalf  of  the'defendant ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  made  an 
order  in  the  terms' asked,  '  '         "' !     '  ' 


A  Trade-mark  Case. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Monday,  November  16,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  Mr.  Sebastian  made  an  application  in 
the  case  of  Christy  v.  Tipper.  He  said  that  this  was  a 
trade-mark  and  "passing-off'  case,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff  he  asked  his  Lordship  to  fix  a  date  for  the  hearing, 
as  witnesses  had  to  be  brought  from  America  and  Scotland. 
His  Lordship  said  he  must  decline  to  fix  a  da,te  at  present, 
but  he  gave  counsel  leave  to  mention  the  case  at  a  later 
occasion. 

Apollinaris  Corks. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  Wednesday,  November  18, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Walton,  an  action  was  brought  by  the 
Apollinaris  Company  (Limited)  against  the  Nord  Deutsche 
Insurance  Company  to  recover  damages  for  the  loss  of  eighty- 
one  bales  of  corks  by  fire  whilst  in  transit  from  London  to 
the  Apollinaris  Company's  spring  at  Nuenater,  on  the  Rhine. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  K.O.,  and  Mr.  Lochnis  were  counsel  for  plain- 
tiffs ;  and  Mr.  Scrutton,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Leek  represented  the 
defendant  company.  The  corks  were  shipped  from  London 
to  Amsterdam,  where  they  had  to  be  transhipped  on  to  a 
Rhine  steamer  for  conveyance  to  Cologne.  After  the  cargo 
had  been  transhipped  at  Amsterdam  a  fire  occurred  on  board 
the  river  steamer,  and  part  of  the  cargo  was  destroyed.  The 
bales  of  corks  at  the  time  were  on  deck,  and  the  question  in 
dispute  was  whether  the  defendant  insurance  company  was 
liable  for  deck-cargoes.  They  said  they  were  not,  but  were 
only  liable  for  cargoes  carried  under  deck.  Aftsr  hearing 
evidence  as  to  the  custom  under  the  Marititime  Code  of 
Holland  with  regard  to  Rhine  steamers,  his  Lordship  reserved 
judgment. 

The  Manufacture  of  Saccharin. 

In  the  case  of  the  Saccharin  Corporation  v.  Monnet,  which 
came  before  Mr.  Justice  Farwell  in  the  Chancery  Division  of 
the  High  Court  on  Tuesday,  November  17,  Mr.  A.  R.  Kirby 
moved  for  judgment  in  default  of  defence.  Counsel  said 
the  action  was  brought  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  com- 
peting with  the  plaintiff  company  in  the  manufacture  of 
saccharin.  The  defendant  had  appeared  in  the  previous 
proceedings,  and  on  the  hearing  of  the  motion  an  injunction 
was  granted  against  the  defendant  till  the  trial.  Counsel 
was  not  sure  that  he  would  appear  that  day  ;  but  they  had  a 
letter  from  him  to  the  effect  that  he  would  concur  in  any 
steps  taken  to  make  the  injunction  perpetual.  The  position 
was  this:  there  were  two  companies  forned  to  manufacture 
this  substance — one  in  France  and  one  in  London— and 
litigation  ensued  between  the  two.  That  litigation  ended  in 
a  rcompromise,  the  terms  of  which  were  embodied  in  an 
sg  eement  dated  April,  1897.  The  parties  were  the  directors 
of  two  companies,  and  Mr.  Monnet  was  a  director  of  the 
French  company.  It  was  agreed  to  register  a  new  company 
— the  plaintiff  company — and  to  sell  to  it  the  goodwill  of 
the  French  company ;  and  it  was  provided  that  so  long  as 
the  new  company  made  certain  payments  the  French 
company  should  not  manufacture  or  sell  any  saccharin  or 
engage  in  any  business  which  might  compete  with  the 
plaintiffs  in  Great  Britain  or  the  Colonies.  His  Lordship 
granted  the  order. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Glasgow  Assistants  Fined. 
At  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court  on  Thursday,  November  12, 
before  Sheriff  Baird,  David  McNicols,  121  Main  Street, 
Tollcross,  was  charged,  at  the  instance  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  wich  having  on  September  16,  he  not  being  a 
registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist, 
sold,  on  the  premises  occupied  by  Dr.  Thomas,  at  the  said 
address,  to  Mrs.  McKellar  a  quantity  of  opium  in  the  form 
of  laudanum.  A  plea  of  guilty  was  submitted.  The  agent 
for  respondent  (Mr.  D.  M.  Alexander,  solicitor)  explained 
to  the  Court  that  he  had  advised  this  plea,  believing  alleged 
breach  to  be  purely  technical.  One  could  not  but  sympathise 
with  the  objects  of  the  Legislature  in  passing  such  Acts,  the 
primary  one  of  which  was  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
public ;  but  he  urged  as  a  reason  for  mitigating  the  penalty 
that  respondent  had  thirteen  years'  experience  in  the  sale  of 
drugs,  and  used  every  precaution  in  selling  the  pennyworth 
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of  laudanum  during  the  doctor's  absence.  Mr.  Alexander 
added  that  not  only  had  his  client  been  entrapped,  but  had 
been  induced  by  false  representations  to  sell  the  poison. 

Mr.  Morison,  S.S.C,  who  appeared  for  the  prosecution, 
remarked  that  a  number  of  cases  of  this  kind  were  coming 
before1  the  Court,  and  he  asked  the  Sheriff  to  regard  his 
observations  as  applying  to  all  of  them.  Glasgow  was 
notorious  for  its  evasions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  His  Loid- 
ship  himself  had  commented  on  this  circumstance.  His 
(Mr.  Morison's)  information  was  that  respondent  asked  no 
questions  with  regard  to  the  sale.  He  dissented  from  the 
comments  by  Mr.  Alexander  as  to  the  methods  of  the 
Society  with  regard  to  the  these  prosecutions.  Thecnly 
way  to  put  down  such  illegal  sales  was  to  make  the  penalty 
an  exemplary  one.  There  was  less  excuse  for  a  doctor 
allowing  an  unqualified  assistant  to  sell  poisons,  because  in 
1901  a  number  of  doctors  were  brought  before  the  General 
Medical  Council,  who  issued  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
doctors  violating  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  would 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  infamous  conduct  in  a  professional 
sense  Glasgow  doctors  had  a  right  to  a  chance  some  time 
to  remove  the  grievance.  He  had  therefore  advised  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  take  no  further  action  for  two 
years.  That  time  had  now  expired,  and  no  excuse  what- 
ever could  be  urged  for  such  conduct.  He  thought  the 
Society  had  acted  with  a  great  amount  of  forbearance  in 
waiting  so  long  before  again  attempting  to  eradicate  this 
canker  in  the  Glasgow  medical  profession. 

Mr.  Alexander  assured  the  Sheriff  that  his  client  had 
received  very  strict  injunctions  not  to  do  anything  that 
would  render  him  liable  to  be  prosecuted. 

The  Sheriff  said  he  could  not  take  the  view  that  it  was  a 
technical  offence  of  which  respondent  had  been  guilty.  He 
had  been  guilty  of  an  offence  against  an  important  Act  of 
Parliament  and  must  answer  for  it.  All  the  same,  he  did 
not  think  he  would  be  justified  in  imposing  the  maximum 
penalty.  This  was  the  first  prosecution  of  the  kind  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  since  the  notice  was  issued  by  the 
Medical  Council  in  1901.  He  was  glad  the  Society  had 
acted  moderately  by  allowing  two  years  to  elapse  before 
taking  further  action,  and  he  thought  they  should  be  sup- 
ported by  the  Court  in  their  effort  to  put  an  end  to  such 
infringements.  He  was  willing  to  believe  that  a  warning 
would  be  taken,  and  he  therefore  limited  the  fine  to  1/.  10s., 
or  21.  12s.  6(1.  including  costs. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Margaret  McBride,  assistant  in 
the  shop  of  Dr.  Joseph  Green,  Castle  Street,  who  pleaded 
guilty  to  having  sold  laudanum. 

Mr.  James  Stewart,  solicitor,  said  that  in  this  case  Mrs. 
McKellar  went  on  two  occasions  to  the  shop  before  the  day 
on  which  the  offence  was  committed,  and  made  ceriain  pur- 
chases, with  the  view,  no  doubt,  of  ingratiating  herself  with 
the  girl.  On  the  third  occasion  she  also  made  certain  pur- 
chases, and  then  asked  for  twopennyworth  of  laudanum. 
She  was  refused,  and  she  retorted,  "  I  can  get  it  on  the  o  her 
side  of  the  street  anytime  I  like."  Thereupon  the  accuse! 
gave  her  a  pennyworth.  In  order  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  an  offence  Dr.  Green  had  now  put  all  the  poisons  in 
the  shop  under  lock  and  key.  It  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
Stewart)  that  if  there  was  a  bad  practice  in  Glasgow  of 
unqualified  assistants  selling  poison  it  was  a  strange  com- 
mentary on  the  desire  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  stop 
it  that  they,  at  the  same  time,  should  make  it  wors3  by 
means  of  the  kind  which  had  been  adopted  in  that  and  the 
previous  case. 

Mr.  Peter  Morison  said  that  in  no  instance  did  the  Regis- 
trar have  detectives  flying  about  to  get  up  catch  cases.  He 
only  took  them  up  when  a  complaint  had  been  made  that 
there  was  a  practice  of  supplying  poisons.  The  only  way  to 
get  hold  of  people  who  broke  the  law  was  to  make  use  of 
detective  methods  in  order  to  prove  the  sale. 

The  Sheriff  imposed  a  fine  of  11.  10s.,  with  1/.  2s.  6.i.  of 
expenses. 

The  third  case  was  that  of  Joseph  Boyle,  who  carried  on 
business  under  the  name  of  J.  &  R.  Rodman,  chemists,  Duke 
Street.  He'  was  charged  with  selling  laudanum  and  with 
keeping  open  shop  for  retailing  poisons  without  being  a  duly 
registered  chemist,  and  with  using  the  title  chemist  and 
druggist.  He  was  fined  11.  for  each  of  the  three  offences, 
with  11.  2  s.  6d.  of  expenses — in  all,  47.  2s.  6(7^ 


John'  Rae,  assistant  in  the  shop  of  William  Thomson, 
chemist  and  druggist  and  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Hillhead,  was  charged  with  selling  a  quantity  of 
chloroform  without  having  the  necessary  qualification.  It 
was  stated  that  he  was  on  the  eve  of  being  qualified.  He 
was  lined  21.  12s.  61. 

John  Tait,  assistant  in  the  same  shoo,  admitted  that  he 
had  committed  a  similar  offence  He  stated  that  Mr. 
Thomson  was  on  holiday  for  about  three  weeks.  There  was 
not  much  doing  at  the  time,  and  Mr.  Tait  was  left  in  charge 
during  Mr.  Thomson's  absence.  He  also  was  nearly  qualified. 

The  Sheriff:  This  must  have  been  with  cognisance  of  the 
employer. 

Mr.  Morison  remarked  that  one  would  expert  that  a 
chemist  would  take  better  care  of  his  business. 

The  Sheriff  said  he  had  serious  doubts  whetliBr  he  should 
not  impose  a  more  severe  penalty  than  in  the  other  cases. 
He,  however,  limited  it  to  21.  12s.  6:1.,  including  expenses. 

Penalties  of  21.  12; r.  61.  (including  expenses)  were  also 
imposed  in  the  other  cases,  viz. : 

William  Stoddart,  assistant  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  J.  McCowan, 
chemist,  141  Garngad  R>ad. 

Janet  McGuire,  assistant  in  the  shop  of  J.  McCowan, 
chemist,  49  Alexandra  Parade. 

Hugh  Thomson  and  William  Sievewright,  assistants  in  th3 
shop  of  William  Thomson,  Partick  Mansions,  Dumbarton 
Road. 

George  Annan,  assistant  in  the  shop  of  Dr.  Rankin, 
14  George  Street. 

George  Ribertson,  assistant  in  the  shop  of  Drs.  Craig  and 
Glen,  466  Duke  Street. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  failures* 


Be  JThoiias  Irwin  Wallas,  9  Upper  Marylebone  Street,  W„, 
Chemist  and  Druggist, 

An  application  for  an  order  of  discharge  was  made  last  Tuesday, 
November  17,  to  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater,  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court.  Mr.  E.  S.  Grey,  Official  Receiver,  reported 
that  the  bankrupt  filed  his  own  petition  in  June,  1900.  Proofs  of 
debt  to  the  amount  of  2,890/.  13.s.  2d.  had  been  admitted  by  Mr. 
H.  Wilson,  the  trustee,  and  a  further  claim  for  1,3937.  Is.  8<7.  had 
been  postponed,  the  creditor  having  entered  into  a  profit-sharing 
agreement  with  the  bankrupt.  The  total  liabilities  consequently 
were  4,2387. 14s.  10(7.  The  assets,  valued  at  2,530?.  lis.  5(7.,  had 
realised  1,7517.  12s.  4(7.,  out  of  which  a  dividend  of  7s.  in  the 
pound  had  been  paid  to  the  creditors.  The  bankrupt  in  May, 
1896,  with  a  capital  of  between  3,0007.  and  4,0007.,  derived  from 
his  savings  as  manager  to  a  well-known  firm  of  chemists,  and  also 
as  an  analytical  chemist,  commenced  business  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist,  at  491  Oxford  Street.  He  expended  1,0007.  in  drainage 
and  repairs  and  between  1,5007.  and  2,0007.  in  fitting  up  the  pre- 
mises for  the  business,  which  consisted  to  a  large  extent  of 
experimental  and  bacteriological  work.  That  preliminary  expen- 
diture almost  exhausted  his  capital,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
borrow  considerable  sums  on  the  security  of  his  lease  and  life- 
poli-.ies.  Between  May,  1898,  and  May,  1898,  he  lost  1,5007.  in 
the  trading,  but  succeeded  in  establishing  a  business  which, 
subsequently  became  profitable.  During  the  latter  month,  in 
order  to  decrease  his  expenditure,  the  bankrupt  removed  the 
business  to  9  Upper  Marylebone  Street,  where  he  traded  until 
the  failure,  which  he  attributed  to  the  heavy  expenses  of  starting 
a  new  business,  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the  Oxford  Ssreet  pre- 
mises, and  serious  and  prolonged  illness  in  his  family.  His 
Honour  imposed  a  suspension  of  two  years,  on  the  grounds  of 
insufficiency  of  assets  to  pay  10s.  in  the  pound  on  the  liabilities, 
and  imperfect  bookkeeping. 

Be  Spencer  Street,  37  St.  Leonards  Road,  Bexhill-on-Sea, 
Sussex,  CUemist.—  The  sitting  for  the  public  examination  his 
been  held  at  the  Hastings  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr.  R?gistrar 
Knight.  The  liabilities  are  6017.  Is.  3<7 ,  and  a3set3  4537.  lis.  11<7. 
Wnen  he  commenced  business  debtor  had  a  capital  oE  6107.,  of 
which  2007  was  borrowed.  At  first  the  business  was  paying,  bat 
he  afterwards  took  a  shop  in  Station  Road,  which  he  opened  as  a 
branch.  He  closed  this  in  Jane  last,  on  the  advice  of  his  father  an  1 
solicitor.  He  attributed  his  failure  to  "  m  dnly  through  opening 
a  branch  in  Station  Riad  and  want  of  capital."  The  examiaatioa 
was  closed.  The  Official  Receiver  has  issued  a  further  report,  in 
which  he  states  that  the  debtor  has  now  filed  his  statement  of 
affairs,  which  shows  gross  liabilities  7437.  Is.  6r7.,  of  whisb.  is 
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expected  to  rank  684 Z.  Is.  3(7.,  and  net  assets  392?.  14s.  8<7.  The 
following  is  the  deficiency  account :  Net  profit  arising  from  carry- 
ing on  business  from  October  16,  1902,  to  date  of  receiving  order, 
after  deducting  usual  trade  expenses,  estimated  at  50?. ;  money 
received  from  mother  July  18,  1903,  40?  ;  ditto  July  31,  1903, 
120?. ;  total  amount  to  be  accounted  for,  501?.  6s.  7(7. ;  excess  of 
liabilities  over  assets  on  October  16, 1902,  estimated  at  83?.  16s.  7(7. ; 
bad  debts  as  per  Schedule  I.,"  11.  10s  ;  expenses  incurred  since 
Ootober  16,  1902,  other  than  usual  trade  expenses— viz.,  household 
expenses  of  self,  wife,  and  son,  200?.  ;  other  losses  and  expenses 
for  money  expended  on  starting  and  carrying  cn  business  at 
72  Station  Road,  Bexhill,  wages,  board,  Ac  ,  of  manager,  clerical 
assistance,  porter,  &c,  being  estimated  loss  on  trading  and  loss 
on  fixtures  which  were  left  on  ihe  premises,  200?. ;  total  amount 
accounted  for,  501?.  6  s.  Id.    The  following  are  creditors  : 


2>eeo  of  arrangement 


.  Si 

,7 
Lb, 

Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  London  ... 

10 

6 

10 

Butcher  &  Sons,  London  

19 

0 

0 

tiutler  &  Oo.,  London 

20 

17 

9 

Camwal  (Limited),  London         ...  ... 

10 

12 

6 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited), 

London   

29 

0 

0 

Groves,  W.  D.,  Bexbill   

11 

0 

0 

Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co.,  London   

10 

11 

0 

Larcombe,  J.,  Hastings 

12 

0 

0 

National  Telephone  Company,  Hastings 

10 

5 

5 

Newbery,  P.,  &  Son,  London   

13 

0 

0 

Parker,  C.,  London  

290 

0 

0 

Pixton,  C,  London  

10 

0 

0 

Robey,  H.  W.,  Bexhill   

12 

0 

0 

Wilson  &  Co  ,  London   

75 

0 

0 

Wright,  Layman   &   Umney  (Limited), 

London 

25 

5 

11 

Schutze,  P.,  &  Co,,  London   

39 

0 

0 

Preferential. 

Tinley,  W.  S.,  Tunhxidge  Wells  

45 

0 

0 

Rates,  taxes,  and  wages 

19 

0 

3 

Be  William  Long  wood  Fewster,  residing  at  Brunswick 
Street,  Dewsbury,  and  until  lately  carrying  on  business  at 
Huddersfield  Road,  DewBbury,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — Debtor 
applied  at  the  Dewsbury  County  Court,  on  November  18,  for  his 
discharge.  It  appeared  from  the  Official  Receiver's  report  that 
the  petition  was  filed  in  1901.  The  liabilities  were  put  down  at 
408?.  16s.  6(7.,  and  the  assets,  which  were  estimated  at  266?.  Is.  6(Z., 
realised  only  74s.  7s.  5d.,  this  being  due  mainly  to  the  facb  that 
trade-effects  only  produced  36?.  10s.  1(Z.,  as  compared  with 
121?.  15s.  9d.,  the  figure  they  were  estimated  at.  A  first  and  final 
dividend  af  Is.  6A(Z.  had  been  paid.  Bankrupt  started  business 
in  1882  at  Webster  Hill,  Dewsbury.  with  a  capital  of  about  20?.  of 
his  own  money.  Seven  years  later  he  purchased  certain  shop- 
premises  in  Huddersfield  Road  and  transferred  his  business  there. 
He  borrowed  800?. — 200?.  from  a  trade-creditor  and  600?.  from  a 
building  society.  The  latter  loan  had  only  been  reduced  to  564?, 
He  had  also  spent  about  50?.  in  repairs.  The  report  further 
stated  that  bankrupt  considered  his  assets  were  equal  to  his 
liabilities  up  to  the  time  of  his  failure.  He  hid  not  kept  a  cash- 
book  nor  a  record  of  his  takings.  His  only  books  were  bought- 
and-sold  ledgers.  He  had  never  taken  stock  nor  prepared  any 
balance-sheets.  Debtor  attributed  his  failure  to  keen  competition, 
bad  trade  in  the  neighbourhood  owing  to  strikes,  and  shortness  of 
capital.  It  was  stated  that  the  serving  of  a  writ  upon  the  bank- 
rupt by  Messrs.  Bleasdale  (Limited),  York,  brought  about  the 
failure.  Messrs.  Bleasdale  expressed  the  opinion  that  on  con- 
dition of  the  discharge  being  granted  debtor  should  agree  to  pay 
5s.  in  the  pound.  Mr.  C.  L.  W.  Nicholson,  solicitor,  who  appeared 
for  Fewster,  read  letters  from  Messrs.  Storey  &  Smithson  (Hull), 
Messrs.  Tudor  &  Co.  (Hull),  and  Messrs.  Hill,  Evans  &  Co. 
(Worcester),  who  spoke  of  debtor's  good  business-character.  Mr. 
Nicholson  also  explained  that  Fewster  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
his  discharge,  as  legislation  was  likely  which  would  prevent 
undischarged  bankrupts  being  placed  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  register.  The  Judge  said  it  appeared  to  be  a  case  of 
clear  misfortune.  Bankrupt  would  be  discharged  on  consenting 
to  judgment  of  70?.  being  made  against  him.  This  would  enable 
a  dividend  of  5s.  in  the  pound  to  be  paid.  Debtor  consented,  and 
the  discharge  was  granted. 


Weak  Lime-water. — At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  Thurs- 
day, November  12,  Walter  Hind,  described  as  a  chemist,  of  Hind- 
man's  Road,  East  Dulwich,  was  fined  2s.  6(7.  and  17s.  6(7.  costs  for 
felling  lime-water  deficient  in  lime  to  the  exttnt  of  50  per  cent. 
The  defence  was  that  it  was  sold  exactly  as  received  from  the 
wholesale  bouse,  but  the  solicitor  for  the  defence  pointed  out  that 
the  prosecution  had  proceeded  as  if  lime-water  were  a  food,  while 
it  is  a  drug.  After  this  technicality  was  disposed  of,  the  case 
proceeded  to  the  issue  stated. 


Tones,  Xfoel  Crossley,  trading  as  John  Moss  &  Co.  and  the 
Crown  Essence  Company, 23  Tanner  Street,  Bermondsey,  and. 
residing  at  104  Embleton  Road,  Lswisham,  Manufacturing 
Ch  emist  and  Essence-manufacturer.  Trustee,  Oscar  Berry, 
Monument  House,  Monument  Square,  LondoD,  E.C.,  chartered 
accountant.  Dated,  November  10  :  filed,  November  31.- 
Secured  creditors,  1,246?.  10s  ;  labilities  unsecured,. 
1,316?.  lis.  Id.;  estimated  net  assets,  855?.  7s.  9(7.  The  fol- 
lowing are  scheduled  as  creditors  : 


Arnatt,  J.,  Lmdon  

Atkinson,  G  ,  &  Co.,  London   

Cusson,  Sons  &  Co.,  Manchester  ... 

Gerhardt,  C.  F.,  London   

Hearon,    Squire    &   Fra  cis  (Limited), 
London 

Hughes,  Hooker  &  Co.,  London  ...  ... 

Jones,  P.  W.,  London   

Jones,  T.  J.,  London   

Lovell,  Son,  &  Co.,  London   

Munnings,  George,  Londo  a   

Paine  &  Co.  (Limited),  St.  Neots  

Pillivant,  F.  T,,  London   

Restuccia,  Giov,  &  Co.,  London  

Stallman  &  Fulton  Co.,  London  

Travers,  J.,  &  Sons  (Limited),  London  ... 

Walker,  C.  &  E.,  Wellington   

Wilkinson,  J.  F.,  Pendleton   

Wyman,  Redhill    ,.. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

19 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

?3 

0 

0 

11 

0 

o 

23 

0 

o- 

41 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

78 

0 

0» 

70 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

28 

0 

0 

15 

0 

o- 

25 

0 

0 

17 

0 

O 

54 

0 

0- 

506 

0 

o 

<5a3ette. 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

Aiming,  J.  J.f  and  Jackson,  C,  formerly  under  the  style  of 
J.  J.  Anning,  but  recently  under  the  style  of  George  Jackson, 
Leeds,  chemists  and  druggists. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Welsby,  Prank  Albert,  trading  under  the  style  of  Frank. 
Welsby  &  Co  ,  Manchester,  agent  for  chemical- plant  manu- 
facturers. 


Bew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 

Sansome's  Dental  Compahy  (Limited).— Capital  500?.,  in  17- 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  dentist,  manu- 
facturer of  and  dealer  in  artificial  teeth,  &c,  heretofore  carried, 
on  by  P.  W.  Sansome  at  14  Clarence  Road,  Newport,  and  3  George 
Street,  Pontypool,  Mon.,  and  to  carry  on  the  same  and  the  business 
of  wholesale,  manufacturing,  and  general  chemists  and  druggists, 
opticians,  dealers  in  photographic  and  general  scientific  apparatus,. 
&c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  P.  W.  Sansome,  14  Clarence  Place,. 
Newport,  Mon.,  late  dentist's  assistant ;  B.  Sansome,  High  Road- 
East  Finchley,  N.,  hotel  proprietor ;  Mrs.  E.  Sansome,  High 
Road,  East  Finchley,  N. ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Sansome,  14  Clarence 
Place,  Newport,  Mon. ;  Miss  B.  M.  Sansome,  High  Road,  East 
Fmchley,  N. ;  H.  G.  Sansome,  141  Oldbam  Road,  Manchester,  late 
dentist's  assistant;  and  Mrs.  A.  Sansome,  141  Oldham  Road, 
Manchester.  No  initial  public  issue.  P.  W.  Sansome  is  the  first 
managing  director.  Directors'  qualification  507.  Remuneration, 
of  managing  director  as  fixed  by  agreement. 


Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited). — The  report  for  the  year- 
ended  September  30  shows  a  net  profit  of  3,8817.  It  is 
proposed  to  pay  upon  the  preference  shares  a  further  divi- 
dend of  3  per  cent.,  makiDg  6  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and  on 
the  ordinary  shares  a  dividend  of  4-  per  cent,  for  the  year. 
The  directors  attribute  the  decline  in  the  profits  to  in- 
creasing competition  and  trade  depression.  The  dividend  on*, 
the  ordinary  shares  is  reduced  from  5  to  4  per  cent. 

Olive-oil  amounting  to  4,095  tons  was  shipped  from  Crete 
last  year.  Turkey  and  Egypt  were  the  largest  consumers  of  it  :- 
87  tone  only  were  sent  to  tie  United  Kingdom. 
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Gold— Brunner.— On  November  12.  at  St.  Margaret's, 
"Westminster,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Cam,  Vicar  of  Birchanger, 
Essex,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Henson,  Rector  of  St. 
Margaret's,  Guy  Gilbey,  youngest  son  of  Charles  Gold,  The 
Limes,  Stansted,  Essex,  to  Maud  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Brunner,  Bart.,  M.P.,  of  9  Ennismore  Gardens,  S.W.,  and 
Druids  Cross,  Liverpool. 


Beatb0. 


Burnett. — At  Winburg,  OraDge  River  Colony,  on  Octo- 
ber 12,  Jennie,  wife  of  Mr.  William  H.  Burnett,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Campion. — The  death  of  Mr.  Rowland  Campion,  chemist 
and  druggist,  which  took  place  on  November  10,  removes 
from  the  ranks  of  Birmingham  pharmacists  one  of  the  old- 
time  meD  who  combined  the  two  trades  of  grocer  and  druggist. 
He  had  a  large  business  of  this  sort  at  Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 
and  subsequently  went  to  Birmingham,  where  he  bought 
Mr.  Robinson's  business  in  Deritend,  and  which  he  after- 
wards disposed  of  to  Messrs.  Thornley  &  Co.,  chemists  and 
■drysalters.  Mr.  Campion  lived  in  retirement  at  Chester 
Road,  Birmingham,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one. 

Warhen. — Information  was  received  by  cable  in  London 
last  week  of  the  death  of  Mr.  William  M.  Wan  en,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co,. 


T)etroit,  Mich.  There  was  at  first  some  uncertainty  as  to 
tihe  correctness  of  the  report,  for  Mr.  Warren's  father  died  a 
few  weeks  ago,  and  it  was  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
some  mistake  was  possible,  but  it  now  appears  there  is  no 
doubt  that  death  has  claimed  both  father  and  son.  The 
latter  had  been  absent  from  business  for  three  months,  in 
consequence  of  a  low  fever,  and  it  is  feared  that  the  shock 
■of  his  father's  death,  a  long  journey  to  his  funeral,  and 
probably  a  too  early  return  to  business  induced  a  relapse  and 
the  untimely  end.  Mr.  Warren  was  one  of  the  new  race  of 
Americans  who  show  business  genius  early  in  life  and 
become  organisers  and  administrators  before  they  are  thirty. 
He  began  his  business  career  as  a  boy  in  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co 's  eastern  branch  in  New  York.  This  was 
in  1831,  and  during  the  eighteen  years  that  elapsed  since 
then  he  worked  in  every  department  of  the  business,  latterly 
becoming  so  closely  identified  with  t.be  machinery  of  manage- 
ment and  organisaticn  that  v\hen  Mr.  George  S.  Davis  retired 


from  the  business  in  1896  the  directors  without  hesitation 
appointed  Mr.  Warren  as  vice-president  and  general  manager. 
At  that  time  it  seemed,  to  outsiders  at  least,  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  firm  had  reached  its  zenith,  but  under  Mr. 
Warren's  management  it  1ns  in  the  seven  years  made 
greater  progress  than  ever  before.  Mr.  Warren  closely 
identified  himself  with  all  departments  of  his  firm's  busi- 
ness, and  was  keenly  interested  in  its  scientific  and 
literary  departments.  He  visited  London  and  the  European 
Continent  in  1899,  also  in  1901,  and  it  is  doubtless  owing 
to  what  he  then  learnt  of  the  possibilities  of  business  on 
this  side  that  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  since  started 
at  Hounslow  a  factory  which  will  in  many  respects,  if  not 
exactly  in  size,  compare  with  the  mammoth  establishment  at 
Detroit.  Mr.  Warren  was  just  about  forty.  He  was  a 
widower,  his  wife  (a  daughter  of  Mr.  Theodore  D.  Buhl,  one 
of  Detroit's  wealthiest  citizens)  having  died  two  years  ago. 
They  had  one  daughter,  who  survives  them. 

Green.  —  At  his  residence,  Fairhurst,  Barrack  Road, 
Christchurch,  Hants,  on  November  12,  Alderman  John 
Green,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty.  Alderman  Green 
was  born  at  Dowsby,  Lincolnshire,  and  was  descended  from 
a  family  which  for  generations  had  been  well-known  farmers 
in  that  neighbourhood.  In  early  childhood  his  parents 
removed  to  Nottingham- 
shire, but  finally  returned 
to  their  native  county, 
and  Mr.  Green  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  chemist  at 
Boston.  He  was  after- 
wards an  assistant  at 
Bury  St.  Edmund's  and 
other  places,  and  first 
began  business  on  his 
own  account  at  Doning- 
ton.  Five  years  later  he 
removed  to  Birkenhead, 
where  he  established  two 
businesses,  being  an 
aerated-water  manufac- 
turer as  well  as  a 
chemist.  The  serious  ill- 
ness of  his  wife  induce! 
him,  on  medical  advice, 
to  dispose  of  his  busi- 
nesses in  Birkenhead  and 
remove  to  the  "  sunny 
South."  During  the  six- 
teen years  he  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the  Mersey  Mr.  Green 
saw  many  interesting  political  event?.  He  rssd  to  relate 
how  he  witnessed  the  embarkation  of  troops  for  the  Crimea 
and  the  slipping  away  from  Laird's  shipbuilding-yard  of  the 
notorious  Alabama,  whose  action  well-nigh  involved  this 
country  in  a  war  with  the  United  States.  He  was  also  a 
witness  of  the  Popish  riots,  when  Garibaldi  was  England's 
guest,  and  upon  that  occasion  Mr.  Green  was  sworn  in  as  a 
special  constable.  In  1869  Mr.  Green  succeeded  to  the  old- 
established  business  of  Mr.  William  Judd,  of  Christchurch. 
A  few  years  later  Mr  Green  purchased  the  house  and  good- 
will of  the  business — now  Mr.  H.  S.  Green's.  There  he  was 
in  business  for  over  sixteen  years,  retiring  in  1893,  after  an 
active  commercial  life  of  fifty-one  years.  Mr.  Green  always 
took  an  active  interest  in  municipal  affairs,  became  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  in  1892,  and  in  the  following 
year  became  an  alderman.  He  was  re-elected  in  1895,  and 
in  that  year  was  elected  Mayor.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  a  past-President  of  the  Borough 
Liberal  Association. 

Carter — At  his  residence,  Cheetham  Hill,  Manchester, 
on  November  6,  Mr.  William  Carter,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  aged  eigbty-siy.  Mr.  Carter  was  the  son  of 
a  farmer  at  Prestbury,  near  Macclesfield.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  fifteen  children,  all  of  whom  he  had  outlive"1. 
He  served  his  apprenticeship  (starting  in  1840)  with  Mr. 
Lynch  Butterworth,  chemist,  whose  shop  was  situated  at  the 
corner  of  St.  Mark's  Lane.  Mr.  Carter  commenced  business 
in  his  own  account  in  1850.  For  fifty-three  years  he  had 
been  in  business  as  a  chemist,  and  he  had  been  a  local 
resident  for  sixty- three  years.  He  never  wearied  of  telling 
people  that  he  had  not  slept  cut  of  his  own  house  sine 3  the 
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early  sixties.  All  his  holidays  were  confined  to  single  days. 
Although  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the  village,  he 
could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  any  part  in  public 
affairs.  His  chief  delight  was  in  private  study,  his  library 
being  often  sought  for  reference.  He  was  an  ardent 
botanist,  and  made  a  valuable  collection  of  plants  and 
flowers.  In  the  earlier  period  of  his  business  life  he  was 
always  ready  to  contribute  to  local  objects.  Up  to  eighteen 
months  ago  he  was  able  to  take  walks  in  the  adjacent 
country,  and  chat  about  the  remarkable  changes  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  topography  of  the  neighbourhood  during 
the  last  half-century.  Advancing  years  had  for  some  time 
past  compelled  him  to  remain  indoors,  and  for  some  months 
prior  to  his  death  he  was  confined  to  his  bed.  The  funeral 
took  place  on  November  11  at  the  Cheetham  Hill  Cemetery. 

Evans. — At  New  Quay  Cardiganshire,  on  November  1, 
Mr.  John  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-one. 

Henderson.— On  November  16  the  death  took  place  at  his 
brother's  residence  in  Castle  Street,  Forfar,  N.B.,  of  Mr.  T.  B. 
Henderson,  chemist,  Nottingham.  Deceased,  who  was  a 
native  of  Forfar,  served  his  apprenticeship  with  the  late 
Mr.  Rankin,  and  had  resided  for  the  last  fourteen  years  in 
Nottingham.  He  had  been  in  somewhat  indifferent  health 
for  some  time,  and  about  three  months  ago  returned  to  his 
native  town  to  reside  with  his  brother. 

Todd. — On  November  12,  at  Harrington,  Charles,  third 
son  of  Mr.  J.  Todd,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty. 

Toone. — At  his  residence,  The  Crescent,  Hipperholme, 
Halifax,  Mr.  William  Toone,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty- 
eight.  Mr.  Toone  removed  from  Halifax  to  Hipperholme  a 
few  years  ago,  but  he  was  best  known  in  Woolshops,  Halifax, 
where  he  and  his  father  before  him  had  carried  on  a  success- 
ful business  as  chemists  and  grocers  for  over  seventy  years. 
Mr.  Toone,  who  was  highly  respected,  is  survived  by  a  widow 
and  sever  j.1  children. 

Wilkins. — At  Clapham,  on  November  1,  Mr.  Thomas 
Noith  Wilkins,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-eight. 


Mestern  Cbemtflte'  association. 


THE  annual  dinner  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Cafe  Royal,  Regent  Street,  W.,  on  November  18,  the 
President  (Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen)  in  the  chair.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen  (Vice-President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society),  W.  Watson-Will,  J.  F.  Harrington, 
Donald  Watson,  W.  Warren,  J.  C.  Umney,  and  Adpar  Jones, 
Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale,  Dr.  Lanyon  Owen  (who  wore  the  S.A. 
war  medal),  and  Dr.  Macdonald  Brown  (Edinburgh). 

The  menu  provided  justly  upheld  the  reputation  of  the 
Cafe  Royal  for  catering  for  functions  of  this  character.  The 
usual  loyal  toast  having  been  received  with  musical  honours, 
Di.  Lanyon  Owen  proposed 

"The  Western  Chemists'  Association." 

It  was,  he  said,  Mr.  Bowen's  second  year  of  office,  and  he 
thought  the  chair  had  never  been  graced  by  a  man  of  more 
genial  and  kindly  disposition.  Mr.  Bowen  was  also  the  per- 
sonification of  the  perfect  examiner.  In  a  recent  talk  with  a 
prominent  pharmacist  hs  had  jokingly  suggested  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Associations  were  really  something  of  trades 
unions.  Dr.  Owen  then  humorously  pictured  the  effects  of 
a  combined  strike  of  medical  men  and  pharmacists  with 
patients  reduced  to  depending  upon  bile  beans  and  pink 
pills  as  remedies  for  their  complaints. 

The  President,  replying,  said  the  Association  was  in  no 
danger  of  becoming  a  trade  union.  As  an  examiner  he  could 
say  that  he  had  tried  consistently  to  put  himself  in  the  place 
of  the  candidate,  and  he  hoped  with  good  results.  As  their 
President  he  would  do  his  best.  The  W.C.A.  was  one  of  the 
oldest  pharmaceutical  associations  and  it  had  set  an  example 
to  others.  It  had  undoubtedly  justified  its  existence  by 
helping  to  break  down  the  barriers  of  suspicion  and  distrust 
with  which  chemists  had  formerly  regarded  one  another.  A 
great  change  must  have  come  about  when  pharmacists 
allowed  their  old  and  cherished  recipes  to  see  the  light  of 


day  in  the  various  journals.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  the 
general  affairs  of  the  Association  were  flourishing.  He  also 
referred  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gulliver  (an  ex-President 
of  the  Association)  to  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

After  the  guests  had  sung  "  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow," 
the  President  stated  that  he  had  received  several  letters  of 
apology  for  absence  from,  amongst  others,  Mr.  R.  Bremridge 
and  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Rogers  then  proposed 

"The  Pharmaceutical  Society." 

He  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the  proposer  of  such  a  toast  to 
wrap  up  his  points  in  a  bland  and  innocuous  manner,  in  order 
to  try  to  "  draw  "  the  respondent  into  a  declaration  of  policy. 
He  was  afraid  he  could  not  do  that,  because  he  never  knew 
anyone  who  had  succeeded  in  "  drawing  "  Mr.  Allen.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  often  criticised,  but  thefe 
criticisms  fell  back  when  the  real  facts  became  known.  It 
was  said  sometimes  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was 
slow  in  taking  action  ;  well,  some  mills  ground  slowly,  but 
they  ground  very  fine,  and  many  things  could  only  be 
achieved  slowly.  Pharmacists  should  have  faith  in  those 
who  were  managing  their  affairs.  Mr.  Rogers  then  briefly 
referred  to  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee  and  the 
support  chemists  had  received  from  the  British  Medical 
Association,  the  new  medicine-stamp  regulations,  and  the 
Federation  of  local  associations.  The  Federation  helped  to 
weld  the  craft  into  one  united  body,  and  if  chemists  twenty 
years  ago  had  been  as  united  as  they  are  to-day  the  present 
difficulties  would  not  exist. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  in  responding,  said  that  when  he  reflected 
in  how  eloquent  a  manner  the  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  would  have  replied  to  this  toast,  or  to  any 
toast  on  earth,  he  was  sorry  for  his  absence.  He  did  not  think 
it  was  necessavy  to  defend  any  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  there  was  dc  thing  much  to  be  drawn  out  of  the 
officers  of  the  Society.  They  were  certainly  doing  their  best 
to  fulfil  their  functions.  It  was  practically  impossible  to 
give  the  results  of  the  Council's  deliberations  before  they 
were  complete,  and  pharmaceutical  legislation  is  a  very  slow 
process.  Dealing  with  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  Mr.  Allen  said  it 
would  be  introduced  again  into  Parliament  next  Session. 
He  also  referred  to  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  defended 
professors  as  examiners,  asserting  that  candidates  receive 
no  more  lenient  treatment  than  1  from  these  professorial 
examiners.  The  majority  of  the  candidates  "come 
down"  in  the  practical  part  of  the  examination. 
He  repudiated  the  trade  union  idea  of  Dr.  Lanyon  Owen. 
For  60  years  no  suspicion  of  a  slur  of  being  a  trade 
union  had  been  cast  upon  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  If 
the  members  of  the  Society  did  combine  for  some  definite 
trade  purpose  it  would  undoubtedly  be  bad  for  those  who 
were  outside  its  ranks.  Referring  to  the  change  in  the 
policy  with  regard  to  stamping  medicines,  Mr.  Allen  dealt 
with  the  suggested  compendium  of  medicines  which  the 
Council  is  thinking  of  bringing  out.  The  object  is  to  get 
together  formulre  which  have  some  official  existence  in 
foreign  Pharmacopoeias  and  are  unofficial  in  England. 
It  would  be  a  scissors-and-paste  arrangement.  He  concluded 
with  an  appeal  for  support  to  the  Society. 

"The  Visitors" 

was  proposed  by  the  President,  coupled  with  the  names  of 
Mr.  Watson-Will  and  Dr.  Macdonald  Brown.  Dr.  Brown  in 
response  made  a  racy  speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said 
he  was  not  quite  a  stranger  to  pharmacy,  as  he  had  been  for 
six  years  behind  a  chemist's  counter  and  had  passed  the 
Minor.  After  entering  the  profession  of  medicine  he  was 
conversing  with  a  well-known  pharmacist  one  day,  and  he 
said,  "  I  also  am  a  chemist,  and  can  actually  write  a  pre- 
scription. You  will  find  my  name  on  the  Register  of 
Chemists."  The  Register  was  turned  up,  but  he  foucd  his 
name  was  not  there.  He  did  not  know  why  ;  perhaps  it  was 
a  matter  of  a  guinea  a  year.  ] 

The  "  Dinner  Committee "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  W. 
Warren,  and  Mr.  W.  I.  J.  Philp  replied. 


Mr.  Arthur  McKellar,  pharmaceutic^  chemist,  Glasgow, 
asks  us  to  say  that  his  wife  is  not  the  Mrs.  McKellar  who  figured 
in  the  Glasgow  cases  reported  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 
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©bsenmtione  anfc  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


Seven  Mayors 

is  not  a  great  score  for  us  to  bave  made.  We 
had  sixteen  last  year.  Bat  seven  is  quite  one-fiftieth  of  the 
total  number,  and  chemists  in  business  in  England  and 
Wales  are  only  about  one-five-thousandth  of  the  population. 
But  then  more  than  half  the  population  are  women,  and  not 
eligible ;  of  the  males  half  are  too  young,  and  a  few  too 
old ;  these  eliminated,  nine-tenths  of  the  remainder  are  too 
poor  or  too  ignorant,  and  perhaps  a  quarter  per  cent,  too  rich 
or  too  wise.  So  that  seven  would  not  be  much  above  our 
fair  proportion  after  all.  Among  the  London  mayors 
chemists  have  held  their  own  very  fairly.  These  dignities 
were  only  created  in  1899,  and  already  chemists  have  ruled 
over  Westminster,  Bethnal  Green,  Stepney,  and  Camberwell. 
Now  one  of  them  has  seized  the  throne  of  St.  Pancras. 

Market  Street,  Manchester, 

bore  in  my  young  days  a  special 
reputation  in  the  trade.  To  have  served  in  one  of  the  phar- 
macies in  or  about  that  thoroughfare  was  a  sort  of  gua-antee 
of  glory  among  the  ranks  of  chemists'  assistants.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  glory  has  departed  from  Market  Sireet,  and  I 
expect  rents  there  are  two  or  three  times  as  high  as  they 
were  in  1829,  when,  as  Mr.  Kirkby  tells  us,  there  were  six 
pharmacies  in  Market  Street  and  four  in  Piccadilly,  which  is 
the  same  road.  But  the  store  looms  large  there  now,  and 
"  up-to-date  "  methods  of  business  attract  or  offend  the  eye, 
as  the  case  may  require — to  use  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
language.  The  curious  thiDg  is  that  the  change  his  come 
about  since  pharmacy  secured  statutory  recognition,  a 
register,  and  exclusive  privileges.  In  the  times  Mr.  Kirkby 
tells  about,  when  anybody  could  call  himself  a  chemist 
and  druggist,  no  one  dreamed  of  doing  so  unless  he  had 
been  duly  trained  to  the  business.  Those  were  the  days 
when  an  influential  association  of  chemists  and  druggist 
with  two  guineas  entrance-fee  and  five-shilling  penalties  for 
infractions  of  rules,  was  possible. 

Quackery  in  High  Places 

is  the  title  "of  a  paragraph  in  the 
Lan-et,  in  which  a  testimonial  given  by  Lady  Roberts  to  a 
liniment  which  professes  to  cure  rheumatism  in  five  minutes 
is  commented  on.  The  Lancet  very  properly  points  out  that 
this  is  likely  to  induce  many  Mrs.  Tommy  Atkinses  to  buy 
the  liniment,  and  that  while  2s.  9d.  is  a  trifle  in  the  house- 
hold expenditure  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  it  is  a  large 
item  from  the  slender  resources  of  his  humble  followers  and 
admirers.  But  Lady  Roberts's  offence  is  venial  by  the  side 
of  that  of  the  medical  profession,  if  Mr.  Carter  Bell's  charge 
is  confirmed.  Mr.  Bell  told  the  Manchester  Section  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  of  a  certain  "  ferruginous 
wine,"  advertised  and  backed  up  by  certificates  of  doctors 
who  had  never  analysed  it,  but  which,  according  to  him, 
contains  1  part  of  iron  in  150  000  of  wine — say,  1  gr.  in  a 
dozen  bottles.  This,  says  Mr.  Carter  Bell,  in  language 
curiously  parallel  to  that  used  by  the  Lancet,  is  a  fraud 
upon  the  sick  and  needy,  who  part  with  their  money  for  what 
they  do  not  get." 

Introductory  Addresses 

have  been  discussed  a  little  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  and  a  correspondent  of  that  news- 
paper makes  the  happy  suggestion  that  if  t  is  desired  to 
make  these  functions  really  interesting  and  useful  the  orators 
might  occasionally  be  selected,  not  from  Harley  Street,  but 
from  the  ranks  of  the  unsuccessful.    There  are  such,  he 


declares,  even  in  the  medical  profession.  A  married  locum 
with  a  young  family  he  proposes  for  choice.  There  is  a  good 
deal  more  than  a  mere  joke  in  this  proposal.  It  is  the  fact 
that  we  do  not  make  enough  use  of 

Our  Failures  ; 

our  own  and  other  people's.  "  How  I  Passed  the 
Minor  "  is  a  frequent  title  in  this  journal.  "  Why  I  Failed 
to  Pass,"  if  told  conscientiously,  would  yield  quite  as  useful 
an  essay.  Lives  of  great  men  were  once  supposed  to  teach 
us  how  to  make  our  own  lives  sublime,  but  when  we  get  old 
enough  to  realise  that  we  are  not  made  of  the  sublime 
material,  the  lives  fell  back  into  their  proper  place  as  merely 
exotic  history.  Lives  of  bankrupts,  idlers,  gamblers, 
drinkers,  convicts,  told  in  all  their  squalid  reality,  would 
furnish  more  serviceable  reading  than  most  of  the  stories  of 
fame  and  success.  Firjger-posts  warn  the  cyclist  of 
dangerous  hills  in  front  of  him  ;  he  can  tell  for  himself  when 
the  road  is  a  good  one. 

Eau  de  Cologne 

the  medicine  is  almost  as  old  as,  and  perhaps 
older  than,  Eau  de  Cologne  the  perfume.  The  Faculty  of 
Medicine  of  Paris  approved  of  "  l'excellente  Eau  admirable 
ou  Eau  de  Cologne"  on  January  13,  1727.  This  preparation 
was  manufactured  by  one  Paul  Feminis,  of  Cologne,  and  was 
recommended  in  cases  of  apoplexy,  paralysis,  obstructions 
of  the  liver,  kidney,  and  spleen,  sore  eyes,  toothache,  gout, 
burns,  and  bruises.  Most  likely  the  compound  sche  luled  in 
the  Medicine-stamp  Act  was  intended  to  be  this  nostrum, 
which  apparently  was  something  quite  distinct  from  the  per- 
fume manufactured  by  the  Farinas. 

Lawyers 

are  often  contemptuous  of  laymen's  attempts  to  read 
or  understand  an  Act  of  Parliament  without  their  profes- 
sional assistance.  But  even  their  own  learning  and  perspi- 
cacity do  not  save  them  from  blunders  when  they  comment 
on  a  statute  with  which  they  are  not  familiar.  A  writer  in 
the  Law  Times  of  last  week  urges  that  the  sale  of  morphia 
ought  to  bs  more  carefully  restricted.  The  Pharmacy  Act 
he  finds  sadly  lax  in  regard  to  this  poison.  He  remarks, 
'  The  first  part  of  the  schedule  contains  arsenic  and  other 
dangerous  poisons,  but  none  of  the  narcotics."  Our  learned 
friend  and  critic  fails  to  appreciate  the  signification  of  the 
line  t;  All  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids  and  their  salts." 

The  Hunters  of  the  Himalayas 

and  the  merchants  of  Thibet, 
who  for  centuries  have  been  risking  their  lives  in  getting, 
and  their  souls  in  adulterating,  musk  for  our  markets,  will 
soon  be  wondering  why  v  e  want  no  more  of  it.  The  prescnt 
price  of  the  artificial  article,  now  that  the  patent  has 
expired,  and  its  wonderful  resemblance  in  odour  to  the 
natural  product,  will  render  the  competition  of  the  la'ter 
hopeless,  and  chemistry  will  have  won  another  triumph  a1; 
the  expense,  as  in  the  case  of  alizarin,  of  the  ruin  of  an  old 
and  picturesque  industry. 

"A.  S.  A.'s"  Argument 

in  support  of  the  claim  of  apothe- 
caries' assistants  to  the  rights  of  chemists  and  druggists  is 
only  too  complete.  First  he  insists  that  the  assistant  is  an 
apothecary  within  the  meaning  of  Section  16  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  That,  of  course,  is  the  question  at  issue.  "  A.  S.  A." 
aims  to  establish  it  by  an  accumulation  of  more  or  less 
irrelevant  references.  Then  he  balances  on  the  top  of  these 
the  argument  from  prescription.  From  1815  to  1868  apothe- 
caries' assistants  had  a  regular  and  uncontradicted  usage  of 
the  title  "chemist  and  druggist."  This,  he  contends, 
amounts  to  immemorial  custom.  But,  unfortunately  for  that 
argument,  everybody  else  can  plead  the  same  immemorial 
custom,  and  consequently  it  is  impossible  to  find  anyone  whom 
the  law  could  reach.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  see  how  any  statute 
whatever  could  prevail  over  immemorial  eastern,  if 
"  A.  S.  A.'  s"  view  were  a  sound  one. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

ClK  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  Include 
"  Soldls,"   "  Okol,"    "  Creocide,"    "  Ochlor," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles." 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formie  Sulphugators."  '*  Formie  Alp 
Pupiflers," 

"Formic  Fumlgators,"  "Formie  Aldehyde" 
(40  pep  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powdep), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testeps,  Shpep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolie 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 
"Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "Sow  to  Disinfect"  Book  trill  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

TBS  "SASITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


SPRATT'S  PATENT 


DOG 
CAKES. 


Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT'S  PATENT,  LI£ 

24  &  25  Fenchurch  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


bnconical  (qe^stb) 
Glycerine  Suppositories. 

Boxes  containing  ■  doz.  Children's  size,  5  - 
Boxes  containing  i  doz.  Adults'  size    6/-  per  doz, 
Old  Style  ordinary  conical  shape,  6d.  per  doz.  less. 

Also 

ANHYDROUS  GLYCERINE  SUPPOSITORIES 

Bottles  containing  i  doz.,  5/6  per  doz. 

Packed  with  Handsome  Engraved  Label.  Name 
and  address  free  on  3  doz.,  carriage  paid. 


STANDARD   TABLET  CO. 

HOVE,  England. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 


s.w. 


49  Haymarket,  LONDON, 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCH&CERMAN 

PROPRIETARY  MEDIC  IN  ES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


SANATOGEN 


k  FOOD  REMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 


RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

For  Terms,  Advertising  Matter  and  Literature  apply  to 

The  SAHATOSEN  CO.,  83  Upper  Thames  St,  London  E.C. 


TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 

DAIRY  HELPS 

BUTTER  POWDER.      BUTTER  COLOUR. 
PRESERVATIVE,         CHEESE  COLOUR. 
CHEESE  RENNET. 

TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Ltd.,  LINCOLN. 


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITUIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  fee. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
(ferriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


WATERS 


Vest  Ind  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W. 
And  of  all  Ohemists.  Wine  Merchants.  Hotels.  &o 

JUST  PUBLISHED. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL  MANUAL, 

For  Students  preparing  for  the  Dispenser's  Certificate. 
By  M.  THOMSON.    Price  2/-  net.  [2] 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  London,  E.C. 


BMtorial  Comments, 


Minor  Men  as  Pharmacists. 

Mr.  Saville  Peck,  as  an  ex-examiner  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  is  entitled  to  speak  of  the  qualifications  of  candi- 
dates for  registration  as  chemist  and  druggist,  and  in  doiDg 
so  at  Cambridge  last  week  he  revived  a  demand  which  has 
been  made  by  the  English  Board  of  Examiners  for  greater 
control  of  the  practical  experience  of  candidates.    Mr.  Peck, 
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being  no  longer  a  member  of  the  Board,  is  quite  free  to 
discuss  the  matter  publicly,  and  his  case  is  that  many  enter 
for  the  Minor  examination  who  have  not  had  the  opportunity 
while  in  business  of  dispensing  p  escriptions,  and  the  little 
they  know  of  the  practice  has  been  learned  at  college. 
Farther,  he  attributes  the  failures  in  the  Minor  examination 
largely  to  this  imperfect  training  of  apprentices.    Mr.  Peck 
sounds  the  tocsin,  so  to  speak,  and  asks  the  trade  through- 
out the  country  to  express   opinions  regarding  the  mere 
formality  of  the  certificate  of  three  years'  experience  in 
dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions  which  each  candidate 
for  the  Minor  examination  has  to  give  the  Registrar  before 
he  is  admitted.    The  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  considered 
the  whole  question,  and  his  politely  suggested  that  the 
time  is  not  ripe  for  moving  in  the  matter,  which  had  better 
wait  until  the  fate  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  is  known.  Should 
the  Bill  pass  with  the  Curriculum  Clause,  the  Council  will 
have  power  to  make  any  conditions  precedent  to  the  ex- 
amination which  it  may  deem  requisite  for  the  efficiency  of 
the  examination.    This  is  a  long  way  ahead,  and  meanwhile 
the  merits  of  the  question  are  in  doubt,  and  we  fail  to  see 
how  it  is  possible  for  the  trade  to  express  opinions  without 
a  much  wider  range  of  consideration  than  that  presented  by 
Mr.  Peck.    In  the  first  place,  it  has  to  be  noted  that  the 
demand  for  a  certificate  of  three  years'  practice  in  dis- 
pensing prescriptions  is  of  doubtful  legality.    It  is  true  that 
it  is  covered  by  by-law  ;  but,  in  view  of  the  pronouncement 
by  the  Privy  Council  in  1886  that  no  power  is  given  by  the 
Acts  to  impose  upon  candidates   conditions  precedent  to 
the  Minor  examination,  it  is  rightly  considered  by  those  in 
authority  that  any  attempt  to  add  to  the  stringency  of 
By-law  21,  Section  X  ,  would  meet  with  opposition  and  the 
disapproval  of  the  Privy  Council.    As  long  as  the  by-law 
stands  the  condition  which  the  Registrar  is  called  upon  to 
exact  is  not  ultra  vires,  but  any  litigious  Minor  candidate 
who  cared  to  take  the  trouble  and  spend  the  money  would 
in  all  likelihood  be  able  to  show  to  a  Court  that  the  by-law 
is  ultra  vires,  and  would  thus  obtain  a  mandamus  to  compel 
the  Registrar  to  admit  him  to  the  Minor  examination  with- 
out this  precedent  condition.    This  is  a  remote  contingency, 
but  it  is  one  which  an  executive  body  like  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  is  wise  not  to  forget ;  and  there  seems  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  Council  is  not  aware  of  the 
thinness  of  the  examination  ice  upon  which  it  has  been 
skating  for  a  generation.    Mr.  Peck,  like  others  who  strive 
in  good  faith  to  make  the  Minor  examination  an  efficient 
test  of  competence  to  practise  as  a  pharmacist,  is  either 
unaware  or  forgets  that  this  end  was  specially  avoided  by 
the  Legislature  when  the  Assistants'  examination  of  1852 
was  adopted  as  the  standard  of  qualification  for  registration 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1863.    The  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  advised  the  House  that  the  Major 
examination  provided  sufficient  qualified  persons  for  dis- 
pensing physicians'  prescriptions,  and  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  of  1868  an  ex- 
amination for  testing   competence  to   dispense  was  not 
required.     The  Assistants'  examination  of   the  day  was 
adopted,  and  although  there  have  always  been  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  course,  there  is  no  doubt  at 
til  about  the  intention  of  Parliament— it  did  not  want  the 
1868  Act  to  produce  pharmacists.    We  all  know  that  this 
is  exactly  what  the  Boards  of  Examiners  have  been  doing 
for  years,  and  so  competent  have  many  chemists  registered 
under  the  1863  Act  become  that  they  resent  the  restriction  of 
the  title  "pharmacist"  to  Major  men,  saying,  with  much 
truth,  that  the  Major  examination  is  not  a  test  of  pharma- 
ceutical skill,  but  of  scientific  knowledge.    All  this  leads  to 
the  proposition  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  increasing 


the  stringency  of  the  Minor  examination  may  have  broken 
faith  with  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Peck,  from  his  experience 
as  an  examiner,  gave  an  example  of  the  kind  of  thing  that 
goes  on.  He  examined  a  candidate  who  had  not  dispensed 
six  dozen  prescriptions  during  his  business-life.  This  is 
very  deplorable  from  Mr.  Peck's  paint  of  view,  but  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  Select  Committee,  and  Parliament  which 
adopted  the  Committee's  proposals,  the  candidate  was  the 
sort  of  man  whom  they  contemplated  the  Society  would 
deal  with  by  the  hundred  annually — men  whom  the  public 
rarely,  if  ever,  call  upon  to  dispense  prescriptions,  but  to 
serve  them,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  1868 
Act,  with  certain  potent  substances.  There  is  a  demand  for 
such  men  duly  certified,  and  those  of  them  who  get  the 
Minor  certificate  go  back  to  the  conditions  in  which  they 
have  been  brought  up  conscious  that  they  cannot  alter  the 
conditions  much,  and  that  the  knowledge  they  have  acquired 
through  examination  does  not  fit  in  very  well  with  the  con- 
ditions. But  a  very  large  number  recognise  that  the  Minor 
examination  is  not  a  test  of  their  fitness  to  carry  on  the 
business  in  which  they  are  engaged,  chemists'  and  druggists' 
business  though  it  may  be,  and  they  continue  in  it  without 
the  certificate.  They  are  a  growing  number,  and  their 
increase  is  a  problem  of  far  more  serious  portent  than  that 
which  Mr.  Peck  has  put  forward.  We  think,  therefore,  that 
some  reflection  is  necessary  as  to  whether  we  have  not  outrun 
the  constable  in  requiring  the  drug-trade  as  a  whole  to 
conform  to  a  standard  which  is  applicable  to  a  part  only. 


Local  Government. 

The  thirty-second  annual  report  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  relates  to  the  financial  year  which  ended  March  31, 
1903.  In  it  are  epitomised  succinct  details  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Acts  of  1888 
and  1894,  thus  covering  poor-relief  and  the  poor-rate,  public 
health,  and  local  administration  and  local  taxation  and 
valuation.  An  immense  amount  of  interesting  information 
has  been  amassed  in  the  report,  but  the  portion  which 
interests  chemists  most,  and  to  which  we  now  confine  our 
attention,  relates  to  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts. 

During  the  year  the  appointment  of  231  public  analysts- 
was  approved  by  the  Board,  but  the  number  does  not  mean 
as  many  individuals.  To  the  analysts  were  submitted  in 
1902  72,321  samples  of  foods  and  drugs,  an  increase  of 
4.480  over  the  previous  year.  This  gives  an  average  of  one 
sample  for  every  450  of  the  population  of  1901  for  the  whole 
country.  In  London  one  sample  was  analysed  for  every  252- 
persons,  and  in  the  provinces  one  for  every  515  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  local  authorities  in  districts  where  the  number 
of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  was  judged  unduly  low,, 
having  been  stirred  up,  have,  in  most  instances,  shown  in- 
creased activity,  and,  for  the  first  time  since  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1875,  not  a  single  locil  authority  sent  a 
nil  report  for  the  year.  Of  the  73.321  samples  examined, 
6,281  were  reported  against,  and  legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  in  respect  to  3,556,  penalties  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  7,064/.  5s.  4i.  being  realised.  There 
were  one  fine  of  90/.,  three  of  50/.  each,  one  of  40/.,. 
one  of  30/.,  one  of  25/.,  twenty-nine  of  20/.,  nineteen  between 
10/.  and  20/.,  twenty-nine  between  5'.  and  10/ ,  and  326  of 
51.  each.  During  the  year  the  attention  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary was  called  to  the  fact  that  complaints  bad  been  received 
from  local  authorities  respecting  the  inadequacy  of  the 
penalties  imposed  by  Ju*tices  for  breaches  of  the  Acts,  and 
a  circular-letter  was  sent  to  clerks  to  the  Justices  of  the 
petty-sessional  divisions  throughout  the  country,  drawing 
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attention  to  the  matter.  The  following  table  gives  the 
number  of  samples  of  certain  specified  drugs  examined 
during  the  year,  and  the  percentage  of  cases  in  which 
adulteration  was  reported  : 


JN umue r  c 
Exam  ined 

1  oumpicb 

Found 
Adulterated 

Percentage 
of 

Adultera- 
tion 

Camphorated  oil 

295 

30 

10-0 

Nitre  [?  Spirit  of]  ... 

223 

54 

23-7 

Sulphur   

160 

7 

4-4 

Cream  of  tartar 

129 

7 

5-4 

Glycerin 

136 

6 

44 

Rhubarb 

125 

9 

72 

Seidlitz-powders 

63 

2_ 

111 

Linseed  

SO 

Magnesia 

41 

7 

171 

Mercury    (blue  oint- 

25'8 

ment) 

66 

17 

Other  drugs   

1,020 

79 

7-7 

The  proportion  of  adulterated  samples  for  the  year  was 
8  7  per  cent.,  being  0  1  per  cent,  lower  than  the  previous  year. 
Some  interesting  figures  have  as  usual  been  abstracted  from 
the  analysts'  reports.  These  naturally  show  that  milk,  butter, 
coffee,  spirits,  and  pepper  are  most  frequently  sampled. 
Drugs  are  numerically  low  down,  and,  considering  that  the 
average  percentage  of  adulteration  is  inflated  by  the  figures 
for  spirit  of  nitre,  a  drug  extremely  prone  to  deterioration, 
and  by  the  figures  for  two  articles  (magnesia  and  blue  oint- 
ment) in  which  there  has  been  a  legitimate  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  identity,  the  report  is  excellent  testimony  to 
the  honest  manner  in  which  the  chemists  and  druggists  of 
England  and  Wales  serve  the  public. 


The  Glasgow  Prosecutions. 

There  is,  we  understand,  considerable  indignation  in  Glas- 
gow pharmaceutical  circles  regarding  the  manner  in  which 
some  of  the  cases  of  illegal  sale  of  poisons  dealt  with  by  the 
Sheriff  there  last  week  were  managed — we  do  not  say  "got 
up,"  as  that  description  annoys  Mr.  Morison.  The  Glasgow 
Herald  has  given  expression,  in  part,  to  local  feeling  in  an 
editorial  article,  from  which  we  quote  the  following : 

We  are  not  disposed  altogether  to  approve  the  methods  adopted 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  to  secure  convic- 
tions. They  savour  somewhat  of  the  process  known  as  doing  evil 
that  good  may  come.  A  lady  enters  a  chemist's  shop  when  an 
unqualified  assistant  is  on  duty,  and,  simulating  the  torments  of 
a  person  suffering  from  toothache,  obtains  a  pennyworth  of 
laudanum.  That  strikes  one  as  rather  a  mean  procedure.  It  is 
on  the  level  of  the  trick  which  has  been  known  to  be  played  on 
the  holder  of  a  liquor-licence  of  begging,  in  prohibited  hours,  for 
a  little  brandy  for  a  patient  at  the  point  of  death.  But  if  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  convinced  that  breaches  of  the  law  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons  are  common  in  Glasgow,  it  may  be 
asked  how  it  should  act  if  a  fine  sense  of  honour  is  to  prevent  it 
from  proceeding  by  way  of  guile.  The  evidence  brought  forward 
yesterday  goes  a  considerable  way  to  proverthat  the  evil— to 
whi'-h  the  General  Medical  Council  called  attention  a  couple  of 
years  ago— of  allowing  assistants,  not  legally  qualified,  to  dispense 
poisons,  still  exists  on  a  somewhat  alarming  scale.  Such  a  state 
of  things  is  unquestionably  fraught  with  danger  to  the  public, 
and  ought  to  cease.  There  is  a  simple  means  of  protecting  the 
unqualified  assistant  from  the  blandishments  of  the  Society's 
female  detectives.  The  employer  of  one  of  the  accused  now 
keeps  all  the  poisons  in  his  shop  under  lock  and  key.  That  may 
cause  some  little  diminution  of  sales;  but  it  is  a  thoroughly 
effective  means  of  preventing  a  breach  of  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
and,  in  view  of  yesterday's  fines,  the  chemist  would  probably  find 
it  to  be  cheapest  in  the  long  run. 

The  Herald  puts  the  question  inevitable  in  such  cases. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Council  does  not,  we  understand,  take 
steps  to  purchase  poisons  from  unqualified  persons  until 


evidence  has  been  submitted  that  the  law  is  being  broken, 
and  it  showed  its  impartiality  by  prosecutirjg  last  week  the 
assistant  of  an  associate  and  member  of  the  Society  during 
the  past  thirty- six  years.  In  that  case,  we  are  informed,  the 
chemist  has  never  been  absent  from  his  shop  (he  has  only 
one)  except  for  a  short  holiday  at  the  Glasgow  dull  seasoD, 
and  it  was  during  one  of  these  absences  that  the  offence  was 
committed.  It  is  not  surprising  to  hear  that  there  is  much 
local  sympathy  with  him,  and  the  suggestion  is  put  forward 
that  a  preliminary  warning  should  be  given,  especially  as 
prosecutions  in  Scotland  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  are  of  a 
criminal  character. 

Illiterature. 

We  are  often  inclined  to  smile  at  the  grotesque  mistakes  i 
that  unlearned  customers  make  in  their  counter-requests  to 
pharmacists,  but  must  not  forget  that  illiteracy  is  by  no 
means  the  monopoly  of  "  family  "  chemists'  clients.  Iu  the 
October  number  of  Longman's  Magazine  Mr.  G.  Stanley  Ellis 
has  an  amusing  article  on  the  answers  given  recently  at  an 
examination  of  pupil  teachers.  Many  of  the  questions  were 
given  to  test  the  amount  of  general  information  and  general 
intelligence  possessed  by  the  candidates.  One  question  was 
"  What  are  the  duties  of  (I)  the  Lord  Chancellor,  (2)  an 
accountant,  (3)  an  excise  officer,  and  (4)  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon 1 "  One  of  the  answers  to  the  first  of  these  queries  was 
"  the  Lord  Chancellor  pays  the  salaries  of  the  domestics 
employed  by  the  King  out  of  his  own  salary."  On  the  third 
point,  "  An  excise  officer  is  to  see  that  wines,  &c,  are  diluted 
according  to  law."  On  the  fourth  point  a  variety  of  peculiar 
ideas  were  advanced.  "A  veterinary  surgeon  vaccinates 
people."  "A  veterinary  surgeon  is  appointed  by  a  public 
body,  and  attends  wounds  and  amputations  if  necessary  on 
a  member  of  the  public  body  which  employs  him."  "  A 
veterinary  surgeon  is  a  surgeon  who  has  a  right  to  go  to  a 
place  where  his  duty  is  required.  Some  surgeons  have  to  be 
consulted  at  home,  as  they  have  no  right  to  go  out  of  doors." 
One  of  the  questions  asked  for  the  names  of  six  living 
Englishmen  distinguished  in  science,  arb,  and  literature,  and  I 
the  grounds  for  their  distinction  in  each  case.  Science  I 
according  to  Mr.  Ellis,  was  a  hard  nut  for  the  competitors,  [ 
but  art  was  easy.  The  candidates  plumped  for  Police- 
constable  Jones  in  art,  and  in  literature  "Canon  Doyle  is 
noted  for  the  many  works  he  has  produced  on  Scripture." 
The  last  question  called  for  the  institutions  connected  with 
various  places  named.  Amongst  the  places  named  was  Kew, 
which  according  to  one,  "is  a  college  for  naval  surgeons"; 
another  wrote  "  Kew  is  the  largest  college  in  the  world.  It 
is  in  Russia."  So  much  for  Longman's,  and  now  for  Mac-  ' 
niillan's,  where  "  Sir  Oracle  "  records  many  funny  statements, 
mainly  municipal,  of  the  same  genre.  It  one  case  the  Pope 
was  described  as  "  the  prisoner  of  the  Vacuum,"  while  the 
"  sublime  Porte  "  was  instanced  as  showing  that  the  Turks 
were  good  judges  of  wine.  One  Conservative  councillor 
objected  to  some  of  his  colleagues  "  introducing  the  Radical 
cactus  into  the  town,"  and  another  reported  that  "  the  town 
made  a  gorgeous  display  and  presented  a  most  redolent 
appearance."  A  newly  elected  councillor  was  invited  at  a 
public  dinner  to  a  tray  of  quill  tooth-picks.  "  No,  thanks," 
said  he,  "I  tried  one  or  two  of  them  just  now  and  found 
them  uncommon  dry.  I  never  did  care  for  them  Italian 
dishes."  A  provincial  Mayor  proudly  showing  a  party  over 
the  new  town-hall,  was  asked  "  But  what  about  the 
acoustics?"  "Oh,  they're  all  right,"  replied  the  municipal 
dignitary,  "  I've  never  smelt  anything." 

Medical  Men  in  South  Africa. 

The  August  number  of  the  South  African  Medical  Record 
contained  a  leading  article  on  the  overplus  of  medical  practi- 
tioners as  well  as  other  professional  and  non-professional 
persons  in  the  Colonies.    There  is  a  slump  in 1  doctors. 
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Where  before  the  war  one  man  had  a  fair  practice,  there  are 
now  three  others  trying  to  exist,  while  the  population  of  the 
neighbourhood  remains  stationary.    It  is  quoted  as  a  fact 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  practitioners  in  South  Africa  are 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  making  both  ends  meet,  that  they 
have  no  hope  of  making  any  provision  for  the  future,  and 
that  two-thirds  of  their  time  they  are  idle.    Men  of  standing 
and  experience  tumble  over  one  another  in  the  rush  for 
badly  paid  appointments,  or  continue  to  wear  out  their  lives 
in  the  hopeless  surroundings  of  Native  Territory  District 
Surgeoncies.     Some  time  ago  a  complaint  was  brought 
before  the  Cape  Medical  Council  of  a  district  surgeon 
keeping  a  Kaffir  coffee-shop,  and  his  wife  running  a  bakery. 
An  informal  discussion  took  place,  and  the  members  of  the 
Council  had  to  admit  that  it  was  a  case  for  sorrow  more  than 
anger.    Instances  are  recorded  of  medical  men  running 
stores,  trading,  selling  msat,  and  of  others  whose  wives, 
without  any  other  reason  than  necessity,  are  acting  as  post- 
mistresses,   music-teachers,   and    schoolmistresses.  The 
Record's  remedy  for  the  harrowing  state  of  affairs  is  the 
general  adoption  of  dispensing  by  practitioners.     This  is 
referred  to  as  "  the  general  English  practice,"  and  it  is 
advocated  unblushingly  and  strongly  as  a  change  which 
will  bring  "  more  work  to  the  idle  medical  man  and  more 
money  to  the  poor  one  without  imposing  an  additional 
burden  upon  the  patient."    The  medical  man,  we  are  told, 
can  afford  to  supply  at  a  lower  figure  than  the  chemist,  and 
the  Record  indulges  in  a  good  deal  of  cheap  sneering  at 
chemists,  which  does  not  brighten  the  case  for  the  doctor 
in  the  slightest.    Happily  Cape  medical  law  suffices  to  cope 
with  medical  practitioners  who  want  to  trade  as  chemists, 
and  our  friends  in  South  Africa  will  see  that  they  are  made 
to  conform  to  it.    In  discussing  the  article  with  a  C.  D. 
representative  a  prominent  Cape  practitioner  laughed  at  the 
whole  idea.    He  said  that  not  5  per  cent,  of  the  doctors  in 
the  peninsula  would  care  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
burden  of  dispensing  medicine  after  their  rounds.  Cape 
Town  is  singularly  fortunate   in  respect  of  its  working 
between  doctor  and  druggist.    Most  medicos  have  offices  of 
their  own  in  town,  and  when  they  write  a  prescription  do 
not  care  who  fills  it  as  long  as  it  is  properly  done.    In  some 
of  the  inland  centres,  and  also  on  the  coast,  medical  men 
have  their    offices  and  consulting- rooms   either  near  or 
attached  to  pharmacies,  and  it  is  pretty  safe  to  assume  that 
these  men  are  not  simply  "  hangers  on."    One  has  only  to 
pay  a  visit  to  the  average  up-country  surgery,  where  the  doctor 
is  compelled  to  do  his  own  dispensing,  to  get  a  good  insight 
as  to  the  hopelessness  of  the  doctor  trying  to  keep  a  fresh 
stcck,  and  the  inability  to  dispense  the  prescription  origin- 
ally intended,  because  the  stock  is  "just  out." 


STAMPED  MEDICINE  NOTES. 

From  Material  sent  by  "  C.  &  D."  Subscribers.    More  invited 
for  the  vommon  Good. 

"  Medicated  throat-pastilles.  Allow  one  to  dissolve  in  the 
mouth."  This  is  the  wording  of  a  label,  apart  from  the  name 
and  address  (206/74).  It  is  a  non-dutiable  description,  and  the 
pastilles  may  be  sold  unstamped  by  anybody. 

*  *  *  * 

"Glycerin  and  elder-flower,  for  chaps,  roughness,  freckles, 
tan,  and  all  other  blemishes  of  the  Bkin,  caused  by  hot  sun, 
cold  winds,  frost,  hard  water,  &c.  Its  constant  use  keeps  the 
skin  aofb  and  white."  This  is  not  a  dutiable  description,  none 
of  the  troubles  mentioned  being  a  disorder  or  ailment  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act.  '  Even  the  word  "redness"  used  in 
this  connection  does  not  involve  liability  ;  but  it  is  advisable  not 
to  employ  this  word  for  toilet-preparations,  as  the  chief  charac- 
teristic of  several  ailments  is  redness.  The  last  sentence  in  the 
description  sufficiently  covers  the  object  desired. 

*  *  *  * 
Blood-purification  is  still  regarded  by  the  Somerset  House 

authorities  as  a  dutiable  matter,  and  statements  to  the  co.itrary 


should  be  accepted  with  reserve.  A  subscriber  sends  us  a 
quinine-and-iron  mixture  label  which  the  Board  marked  for  him 
on  October  31  "Not  liible  to  duty  as  altered,"  the  words  "  and 
purifies  "  being  erased  from  the  phrase  "  Enriches  and  purifies 
the  blood."    (Official  number  27,054  S/I903.) 

+  *  *  * 

Organ  names  were  by  a  decision  of  the  Board,  dated  October  28, 
declared  not  to  render  preparations  liable  to  stamp-duty.  On 
October  31  the  Board  marked  the  following  "  Liable  to  duty  "  : 

"  Tonic  liver-mixture,  composed  of  taraxacum,  podophvllin,  and 
other  approved  ingredients."  Then  follow  doses,  no  dutiable  ex- 
pression being  used.  We  dare  say  "  other  approved  ingredients  " 
would  be  a  dutiable  recommendation  in  respect  to  a  medicine 
within  the  purview  of  the  Acts ;  but  "  liver-mixture "  by  the 
October  28  decision  is  not,  and  as  the  word  tonic  has  never  per  se 
been  a  dutiable  expression,  we  fail  to  see  how  "  approved  in- 
gredients "  can  bring  the  label  within  the  general  charge  of  duty. 

*  *  *  * 

Rumour  hath  it  that  a  Middlesborough  chemist  was  fined  by 
the  Inland  Revenue  for  describing  his  emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil  as 
good  for  wasting  diseases.  The  ground  of  liability  was  the  exhibi- 
tion of  a  printed  card  in  the  window,  bearing  the  above  recom- 
mendation. Within  a  short  time  of  the  I.E.  man's  visit,  the 
various  concessions  were  announced,  whereupon  the  pertinacious 
chemist  promptly  asked  for  the  return  of  the  fine  paid,  and  he  got 
it.  So  a  correspondent  writes.  If  Dame  Rumour  is  right,  the 
incident  shows  the  fairness  of  the  Board.  (205/7.) 

*  *  *  * 

The  trading  name  sometimes  diners  from  the  name  of  the 
registered  chemist  who  uses  it.  This  may  be  awkward  for  the 
chemist.  One  of  our  subscribers  (206/28)  who  is  in  that  position 
sold  unstamped  a  B.P.  medicine  with  a  recommendation,  and  was 
asked  by  the  Board  why  he  should  not  pay  a  fine  of  10?.  He 
replied,  stating  hi i  qualification  and  so  on.  Shortly  after  two 
Inland  Revenue  officers  called  and  asked  to  see  his  diploma, 
which  was  produced,  and  he  has  since  heard  no  more  of  the 
matter. 

*  #  *  * 

"  Keeps  the  feet,  healthy "  is  a  common  expression  on  foot- 
powder  labels.  We  were  not  prepared  to  say  that  this  might  not 
be  construed  as  holding  out  the  powder  for  the  prevention  of 
unhealthiness — ergn,  disorders  or  ailments  — and  advised  a  corre- 
spondent to  submit  the  label  to  Somerset  House.  He  has  done 
so,  and  it  has  been  returned,  marked  "  Not  liable  to  duty." 

*  *  *  * 

Organs  or  Parts  of  the  Body. — We  mentioned  when  printing 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue's  announcement  regarding  the  use 
of  names  of  parts  or  organs  of  the  body  not  being  dutiable  that 
it  might  not  cover  the  use  of  such  titles  as  "  Pectoral  Elixir."  A 
correspondent  whom  we  advised  to  submit  a  label  for  this  article 
to  the  Board  has  hid  it  returned  (November  14)  marked  "  Not 
liable  to  duty."  At  the  same  time  a  label  for  "Kornine"  was 
marked  "Liable  to  duty"  (Official  letter  27478  S,  1903). 

*  *  *  * 

Cambridge  is  the  last  place  to  complain  about  Inland  Revenue 
officers  buying  unstamped  medicines  which  are  dutiable.  Several 
chemists  have  paid  penalties  quietly. 


tTbe  Ikaletooscope. 


Gulliver  and  the  LMiputians. 

The  artist's  dream  of  what  may  happen  to  the  new  membsr  of 
the  Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales, 
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Mr.  W.  Bloodworth,  94  Tollington  Park,  N.,  has  acquired 
the  business  of  the  late  George  Elven  in  "George  Elven's 
liver-pills." 

The  offices  of  Mr.  J.  K.  Matterson,  chemist,  Bournemouth, 
and  of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Lewis  (Limited),  255  Finchley  Road, 
N.W.,  are  to  be  removed  on  November  26,  from  41  Hay- 
market,  S.W.,  to  447  Birkbeck  Bank  Buildings,  High 
Holborn,  W.C. 

Ntal's  Toilet  Talcum. — Messrs.  Thomas  Christy  &  Co., 
Old  Swan  Lane,  E.C.,  have  just  been  advised  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  authorities  that  this  preparation  needs  to  be 
stamped.  Chemists  should  stamp  any  supplies  they  may 
have  in  stock.  In  future,  it  will  only  be  sent  out  by  the 
firm  stamped. 

Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb's  (Limited) 
monthly  prices- current  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  novel  counted 
adjuncts  has  been  issued  in  a  much  enlarged  and  improved- 
form,  the  entire  list  from  beginning  to  end  having  been 
reset  in  bold  clear  type,  and  the  descriptive  matter  bears 
evidence  of  careful  preparation. 

The  Sequah  Medicine  Company  (Limited)  inform  us, 
through  Mr.  John  M.  Richards  jun.,  Secretary,  that  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  case  Elliman  c.  Sequah.  The 
persons  sued  under  the  name  of  "  Sequah  "  have  no  connec- 
tion with  the  Sequah  Company,  nor  have  the  company  had 
any  dispute  with  Messrs.  Elliman,  Sons  &  Co. 

Good  Advertising. — Mr.  Rex  Blanchford,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Richmond,  is  issuing  a  local  classified  telephone 
list  and  tradesmen's  directory  which  ought  to  prove  useful 
to  inhabitants  of  Richmond  and  district  and  not  un- 
remunerative  to  the  compiler.  Mr.  Blanchford  also  gives 
away  monthly  5,000  railway  timetables  giving  full  particulars 
of  the  local  railway  service. 

The  new  general  price-list  issued  by  Messrs.  Singleton  & 
Cole  (Limited),  Cannon  Street,  Birmingham,  is  so  compre- 
hensive that  no  chemist  who  deals  in  tobaccos,  cigars, 
and  cigarettes  should  fail  to  write  for  a  copy.  The  list 
is  in  three  parts — (1)  Cigars,  cigarettes,  and  tobaccos  ; 

(2)  tobacconists'  fancy  goods,  including  shopfittings ;  and 

(3)  a  complete  retail  price-list  of  everything  in  demand. 

"  Veronal  "  is  the  name  which  E.  Merck,  of  Darmstadt, 
and  16  Jewry  Street,  London,  EC,  has  given  to  diethyl- 
malonylurea,  introduced  into  medicine  as  a  hypnotic  by 
Professor  Emil  Fischer  and  Dr.  J.  V.  Mering.  The  substance 
occurs  in  white  crystals,  and  is  sparingly  soluble  in  cold 
water  (about  3  gr.  in  1  oz).  It  is  administered  in  doses  of 
4  gr.  and  upwards,  and  is  specially  indicated  as  a  hypnotic 
in  sleepnessness  arising  from  disorders  of  the  nervous 
system.  It  may  be  obtained  from  E.  Merck  in  balk,  or  in 
powders  and  tablets  containing  about  4  gr.  each. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  A  ustralasia 
there  was  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  no  process  is  known 
whereby  petroleum  can  be  completely  deodorised.  The 
Chesebrough  Manufacturing  Company  call  our  attention 
to  the  matter.  They  have  succeeded,  through  the  pro- 
duction of  "Vaseline"  and  allied  products,  in  completely 
deodorising  crude  petroleum.  We  wish  to  make  it  clear 
that  the  statement  in  the  CD. A.  referred  solely  to 
the  deodorising  of  ordinary  burning  petroleum,  and  it  had 
no  reference  to  the  Chesebrough  Manufacturing  Company's 
products. 

"  Hetraline  "  is  the  short  or  trade  name  which  has  been 
given  todioxybenzolhexamethylenetetramine — that  is  to  say, 
it  is  dioxybenzolurotropine.  It  occurs  in  small  crystalline 
needles,  is  stable  in  the  air,  and  is  soluble  to  the  extent  of 
30  gr.  in  1  oz.  of  water.  Therapeutically  it  has  been  used 
by  Dr.  R.  Ledermann,  of  Berlin,  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea 
and  cystitis  resulting  therefrom,  its  special  function  being 
to  clear  up  the  urine  and  allay  the  urethritis.  Itisadminis-  ; 
tered  in  doses  of  7|  gr.  thrice  daily,  and  is  supplied  in  i 
tablets  of  that  size  and  in  bulk  by  the  agents,  Messrs.  Chas. 
Zimmermann  &  Co.,  9  and  10  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  E.C.  ! 

New  Saffron. — Buyers  of  saffron  will  be  interested  to 
learn  that  Messrs.  Chas.  Zimmermann  k  Co.,  9  and  10  St. 


Mary-at-Hill,  LondoD,  E.C,  have  now  received  the  first 
deliveries  of  the  new  Valencia  crop,  samples  of  which  they 
submit  to  us.    They  are  graded  into  three  different  qualities, 
"superior  extra,"  "superior  A,"  and  "Bajo,"  and  all  are 
guaranteed  genuine  Valencia  and  answer  B.P.  tests.  Their 
principals,  Messrs.  Brierre  Fils,  of  Pithiviers,  estimate  that  this 
[  year's  crop  is  one- third  less  than  the  previous  year,  but  others 
-  place  the  shortage  much  higher.  This  shortage  and  the  fact 
'  that  stocks  of  old  saffron  have  been  practically  cleared  are 
the  cause  of  the  recent  advance,  and  still  higher  prices  are 
confidently  expected. 

A  Bonus- scheme. — The  proprietors  of  Sozodont  make  a 
new  bonus-scheme  the  star  item  in  their  autumn  programme. 
With  an  order  for  175.  worth  of  Sozodont  (one dozen  Illiquid 
and  one  dozen  Is.  powder)  a  window-display  of  dummies, 
toothbrush-envelopes,  showcards,  &c,  and  twenty-five  free 
samples  are  presented.  These  samples  may  be  sold  at  Zd.  each, 
and  in  addition  four  packages  of  the  Is.  size  Sozodont  tooth- 
powder  or  half-a-dozen  Is.  size  Sozodont  tooth-paste  are  given 
free.  With  a  50s.  order  fifty  free  samples  are  given,  as  well 
as  half-a-dozen  of  the  Is.  size  powder  and  half-a-dozen  Is. 
size  paste.  A  51.  order  entitles  the  purchaser  to  double  the 
number  of  samples — one  dozen  powder  and  one  dozen  paste. 
Retailers  are  required  to  sign  an  agreement  not  to  sell  the- 
liquid  under  10^d.  and  the  powder  or  paste  under  lOd.  A. 
special  61.  6s.  offer,  open  to  the  retail  trade  generally  and 
the  country  wholesale  trade  only,  allows  gross  prices  on  all 
lines.  Fuller  particulars  may  be  obtained  by  sending  a  post- 
card of  inquiry  to  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. 

"  Pears'  Christmas  Annual,"  1903  (published  this  year 
at  6i.)  is  a  remarkable  publication,  and  as  interesting  as  any 
of  its  predecessors.     The  story  is  about  a  Frenchman's 
matrimonial  venture,  and  is  illustrated  with  quaint  drawings, 
some  of  which  are  coloured  in  a  style  worthy  of  Ralph 
Caldecott's  own  brush.    Three  plates  go  with  it,  and  they 
appeal  to  every  section  of  the  household.    They  are  faithful 
'  reproductions  by  chromo-lithography  of  the  artists'  originals, 
and  the  covers  of  the  Annual  vie  with  them  in  execution ;  the 
!  one  on  the  back,  showing  the  face  of  a  young  lady  behind 
j  the  bath-curtains  and  a  cake  marked  "Pears'  "  in  the  front, 
is  sure  to  catch  the  town.    Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barratt,  the 
managing  director  of  the  company,  has  favoured  us  with  the- 
following  facts  and  figures  respecting  the  production  of  the- 
Annual : 

Printed  and  Sold— 500,000  copies. 
Weight. — 326  tons. 

Distribution,  dc.—By  700  horses— 350  vans  of  two  horses' 
each. 

Height  of  a  Tower. — If  packed  one  above  the  other, 7,104  feet — 
being  twenty  times  the  height  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 

Acreage  of  Paper. — 531  acres,  being  as  large  as  Regent's  Park, 
Primrose  Hill,  and  St.  James's  Park  put  together.  The  pages 
and  the  pictures  placed  in  a  line  are  equal  to  6,858  miles,  or 
greater  than  the  distance  from  London  to  New  York  and  back. 

Printing  and  Time. — The  coloured  plates  alone,  without  the 
the  book,  represent  25,300,000  separate  pulls  and  have  taken  one 
year  to  print. 

All  British. — From  beginning  to  end  the  whole  has  been  done 
in  the  British  Isles. 

There  is  only  one  item  which  Mr.  Barratt  has  omitted — viz., 
the  number  of  tablets  of  Pears'  soap  the  Annual  will  help  to- 
sell.  We  should  think  they  would  pave  the  way  from  the 
Mansion  House  to  the  Marble  Arch. 


Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  was 
held  on  November  17,  at  73  Harcourt  Street,  the  Vice- 
President  in  the  chair.  A  letter  of  apology  was  read  from 
Mr.  E.  B.  Aplin,  who  was  unavoidably  absent.  Four  new 
members  were  elected.  Mr.  P.  Kelly,  M.C.P.S.I.,  wrote  that 
the  title  of  his  lecture  would  be  "  Pharmacy  :  Past,  Present, 
and  Future,"  and  Monday,  December  14,  was  fixed  as  the 
date  of  the  lecture.  The  Hon.  Treasurer  drew  attention 
to  the  continued  success  of  the  employment-register,  and 
asked  for  the  co-operation  of  one  and  all  in  still  further 
developing  this  useful  branch  of  the  Association.  The  sum 
of  4Z.  4s.,  profit  on  the  recent  smoking-concert,  was  handed' 
over  to  the  Treasurer.  It  was  decided  to  allow  the  question 
of  Hon.  Vice-Presidents  to  remain  over  for  the  present 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  Meeting. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  November  14  Mr.  Kelly  is  reported 
to  have  said  that  the  presidency  and  vice-presidency  of  the 
above  Society  were  settled  in  Belfast.  This  is  certainly 
fresh  information  for  me,  and  it  is  really  too  flattering  and 
romancirjg  a  statement  to  accept.  My  name  being  men- 
tioned in  the  report,  and  I  being  the  proposer  of  Mr.  Wells 
as  Vice-President,  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  coupling 
my  name  with  President  and  Vice-President  in  contradicting 
Mr.  Kelly's  insinuation.  The  question  of  Mr.  Wells  taking 
office  never  once  came  before  the  Belfast  members,  and  it 
was  only  during  the  Council-meeting  that  I  obtained  his 
consent  to  nominate  him  for  the  vice-chair.  Does  this  look 
like  "  buttonholing  men  to  vote  "  for  Mr.  Wells  1  And  is  it 
complimentary  to  the  intelligence  of  the  other  eleven  members 
then  present  to  assume  that  four  Belfast  members  could  influ- 
ence them  in  any  way  ?  I  would  refer  those  interested  in  this 
matter  to  the  report  of  the  October  meetirg,  which  is  suffi- 
ciently clear  of  itself  to  dispose  of  Mr.  Kelly's  statement.  Is 
it  not  a  pity  that  Mr.  Kelly  cannot  see  his  way  amicably  to 
accept  the  practically  unanimous  decision  of  the  Council ! 

Yours  truly, 

Belfast,  November  16.  James  Tate. 

Abies  and  Pieea. 

Sir, — On  referring  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  I  was 
surprised  to  find  the  confusion  existing  with  regard  to  the 
nomenclature  of  the  above  genus  and  sub-genus.  Modern 
botanists  seem  agreed  that  there  are  sufficient  distinctive 
characteristics  to  classify  them  separately.  In  Abies  the  cones 
are  pendent  when  mature,  and  their  scales  persistent,  the  leaves 
are  arranged  all  round  the  branches,  the  upper  ones  more  espe- 
cially ;  whereas  in  the  Picea  the  cones  are  erect  and  much 
larger,  their  scales  drop  off  when  the  seed  ripens,  and  the  leaves 
are  placed  in  distinct  rows  on  each  side  of  the  branches  and 
shoots,  giving  them  a  decided  flattened  appearance.  We 
can  forgive  the  e3rly  botanists  in  Pliny's  time  for  mixing  up 
these  genera,  as  facilities  for  decision  were  not  so  great  then 
as  now ;  but  why  nowadays  we  allow  our  classification  to 
go  astray  is  not  easily  explained.  Pix  burgundica,  in 
the  B.P.,  is  referred  to  Pieea  excelsa,  instead  of  Abies 
excelsa,  and  terebinthina  canadensis  to  Abies  Balsamea, 
instead  of  Pieea  Balsamea.  The  late  Professor  Bentley,  in 
his  "Manual  of  Botany,''  hopelessly  mixes  up  the  Pinus, 
Abies,  Larix,  and  Picea,  which  must  be  very  perplexing  to 
the  student;  and  Hooker,  in  his  "British  Flora,''  refers  to 
the  Picea  as  the  spruces,  and  the  Abies,  as  the  silver  firs — 
here,  again,  is  confusion.  The  spruce  fir  is  so  distinctly 
different  from  the  silver  fir,  as  the  characters  I  have  before 
mentioned  prove.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  clear  up  this 
matter  before  the  next  edition  of  the  B.P.  is  published  I  Of 
course,  one  way  out  of  the  difficulty  would  be  to  classify 
them  under  one  genus — say,  Abies — but  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  the  two  genera  should  not  be  kept  separate,  and 
definitely  settled,  so  as  to  avoid  such  perplexing  confusion 
as  at  present  exists.  John's  "  Forest  Trees  of  Britain,"  and 
the  article  on  the  "  Firs "  in  the  latest  edition  of  the 
"Encyclopaedia  Biitannica,"  throw  much  light  on  the 
subject.  I  should  much  like  to  see  the  remarks  of  some  of 
your  other  correspondents  on  this  most  interesting  subject. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Southsea,  November  12.  J.  G.  Sakgster. 

Chemists  and  Doctors. 
Sir, — I  hope  my  experience  of  "  medical  men  "  is  not  a  very 
-common  one.    Within  200  yards  of  my  premises  are  resident 
three  practitioners,  and  during  several  years  I  can  say  a 


dozen  prescriptions  will  cover  everything  I  have  had  from 
them.  One  or  other  occasionally  runs  in  for  a  clinical 
thermometer,  a  little  Battley's  liq.  opii  sed  ,  or  "  Have  you 
P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  so-and-so  ? "  and  generally  they  know  the 
wholesale  price  of  most  things.  As  a  resident  in  a  good 
medium-class  and  popular  suburban  district  I  am  frequently 
asked  to  recommend  a  doctor  for  various  complaints,  and  to 
one  or  other  I  have  sent  many  a  patient,  and  although  I  may 
occasionally  get  some  little  return  order,  like  linseed-meal, 
feeding-cups,  &c,  I  never  get  a  prescription.  Whtn  I  send 
a  patient  to  a  doctor  it  frequently  means  a  family  attendance 
all  round  in  future,  and  may  add  up  to  a  considerable 
amount  eventually.  I  have  to-day  sent  to  one  of  them  a 
customer,  whom  I  know  well,  and  for  whom  I  might  have 
prescribed.  After  a  thorough  examination,  he  returned 
to  me  with  a  prescription  for  resinol  ointment.  The 
patient  wanted  to  know  what  I  thought  of  it,  and 
when  I  had  to  inform  him  it  was  practically  a  patent 
medicine,  together  with  price— well,  that  doctor  has  lost  a 
future  patient  and  I,  probably,  a  customer.  I  have  not 
generally  laid  myself  out  for  prescribing;  but  in  future  it 
will  be  a  very  unusual  thing  for  me  to  send  patients  to  a 
medical  man  for  an  order  for  a 

"Patent  Medicine."  (212/16) 

Beware  of  "  T.  C.  Smith.' ' 

Sir,— Be  Mr.  T.  C.  Smith,  late  of  63  High  Street,  Dartford. 
I  am  anxious  to  put  chemists  on  their  guard  against 
engaging  the  above  named  on  the  strength  of  a  "  favourable 
reference"  purporting  to  be  given  by  me.  He  has  lately 
obtained  a  situation  with  Mr.  Nichols,  of  Petersfield,  by 
means  of  a  trick.  He  intercepted  a  letter  intended  for  me, 
and  answered  it  in  my  name.  I  may  say  that  this  Mr. 
Smith  has  never  been  in  my  employ.  He  was  staying  at  a 
small  cublic-house,  63  High  Street.  My  address  is  No.  36. 
ChemMs  can  always  verify  an  address  by  means  of  the 
register.  If  Mr.  Smith  again  makes  use  of  my  name  it  will 
be  entirely  without  my  knowledge  or  consent. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Dartford,  November  3.  W.  E.  Goff. 

TMay  we  again  remind  chemists  tlixt  this  man  who  calls  him3elf 
"T.  C.  Smith"  is  not  the  Mr.  Thomas  Connell  Smith  who  is  on 
the  register  '.'  The  real  T.  C.  Smith  ia  a  partner  ia  the  firm 
T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  of  Edinburgh  and  London.  The  man  who 
masquerades  under  his  name  has  given  a  great  deal  of  annoyance 
to  chemif-ts  in  London  ;  and  the  metropolis  became  so  "  hot  "  for 
him  that  he  went  out  to  the  Cape.  There,  however,  the  C.  &  D. 
was  before  him,  and  the  trade  would  not  have  him  at  any  price. 
He  has  come  home  again,  and  we  advise  our  subscribers  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  him  unless  they  desire  to  give  him  in  charge 
of  the  police.— Editor.] 

"Window-displays. 

SIR, — I  do  not  wonder  at  Mr.  Mayson  being  indignant  over 
window-displays.  When  will  chemists  learn  to  make  dis- 
plays of  their  own  and  push  them  for  all  they  are  worth  I  It 
pays,  and  big  firms  know  it  pays,  but  want  to  adveitise  on 
the  cheap.  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  window- 
dressing,  and  I  find  that  if  the  article  in  question  is  any  good 
you  can  almost  sell  anything  by  means  of  the  window.  The 
secret  is  merely  this  :  have  one  idea — more  if  you  like,  but  the 
fewer  the  better — ring  the  changes  on  these  one,  two,  three, 
or  four  ideas  in  every  way  possible;  and  if  you  are  in  a 
thoroughfare  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  amount  of  stuff  you 
will  sell.  Why  should  I  do  this  for  another,  when  I  can  do  it 
for  myself,  unless  paid  for  it  ?  A  b:g  soap  firm,  say,  has  your 
window  for  some  weeks  on  condition  that  you  buy  so  much 
stock;  on  this  you  are  allowed  a  paltiy  discount  which  is 
supposed  to  pay  for  your  window.  It  the  article  is  well 
known,  I  find  all  the  chemists  in  the  neighbourhood  benefit 
by  the  display,  because  the  probable  customer  feels  he  can  get 
that  anywhere,  and  very  likely  gets  it  at  the  chemist's  nearest 
his  home  because  he  does  not  want  the  trouble  to  carry  it.  I 
know  it  is  difficult  for  manufacturers  to  judge  the  value  of  a 
window,  as  much  depends  on  size,  display,  and  thoroughfare  : 
but  where  rents  mount  up  to  one  or  two  hundred  pounds,  11. 
or  21.  10s.  is  not  too  much  to  ask  for  a  month's  display — 
the  manufacturers  to  supply  dummies,  showcards,  &c  .  the 
chemist  guaranteeing  to  keep  up  stock  to  meet  demand.  If 
I  manufacturers  refuse  these  terms,  I  would  strcrgly  advise 
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chemists  to  exercise  a  little  ingenuity  in  dressing  their  own 
windows.  Sincerely  yours, 

Dublin.  G.  B,  (206/49.) 

Hints  for  Wholesalers. 

Sir, — I  would  like  to  make  one  or  two  suggestions  to 
wholesale  houses,  &c.  In  labelling  stone  bottles  let  the  label 
be  put  under  the  handle;  it  will  then  keep  clean,  and  when 
put  on  the  sh-lf  will  always  face  one  instead  of  being  turned 
away.  In  packing  cheor'cal  salts  in  kegs,  let  the  article  be 
put  in  cotton  bags  instead  of  lining  with  paper;  the  contents 
will  not  then  b3  contaminated  with  dust  and  dirt.  The  plan 
is  already  followed  in  the  case  of  potass,  nitrat.  with  great 
success,  and  thera  would  be  no  loss  in  waste.  It  might  also 
save  those  houses  who  deal  in  patents  a  lot  of  trouble  if  they 
stated  on  their  price-lists  the  size,  of  packages  that  the 
articles  are  p  at  up  in  (quarter,  half,  or  one  dozen,  & c). 

Yours  sincerely, 

Canuck.    (193/31.)  ' 

Ee  Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

Sir, — As  a  Licentiate  of  both  "  Halls "  and  a  careful 
student  of  both  Pharmacy  and  Apothecaries  Acts,  and,  I 
may  add,  a  careful  reader  of  the  C.  S?  B.,  I  do  not  think  the 
apothecaries'  assistants  are  going  to  do  themselves  any  good 
by  appealing  in  the  Bradford  case.  Various  qualifications 
are  admitted  to  the  medical  and  dental  registers,  why 
should  they  not  to  the  pharmaceutical  ?  Instead  of  wasting 
money  on  the  appeal,  they  ought  to  get  an  amendment  to 
the  next  Pharmacy  Bill,  providing  for  the  registration  of 
apothecaries'  assistants  the  same  as  Minor  men.  If  they  did 
not  succeed,  they  would  have  made  a  move  in  the  right 
direction.  At  present,  in  my  opinion,  an  apothecary's 
assistant  can  sell  or  dispense  poisons  exactly  the  same  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist,  only  in  the  shop  of  an  apothecary 
qualified  by  the  same  Hall  as  that  from  which  the  assistant 
holds  his  certificate,  provided  the  regulations  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  as  regards  labelling,  &c,  are  observed.  The  Pharmacy 
Act  expressly  states  that  "  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  interfere 
with  the  business  of  a  legally  qualified  apothecary."  If  a 
•properly  certificated  assistant  could  not  sell  poisons  in  the 
shop  of  his  or  her  master,  the  latter  being  a  legally  qualified 
apothecary,  the  latter's  business  would  be  interfered  with — 
a  thing  which  is  contrary  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  itself.  It  is 
plain,  however,  that  this  contention  would  not  apply  in  the 
case  of  an  apothecary's  assistant  serving  in  a  chemist's  shop 
or  in  the  shop  of  a  medical  practitioner  other  than  one 
holding  an  apothecary's  licence.  In  my  opinion  it  is  no 
good  going  on  with  a  bad  case ;  it  only  forms  a  damaging 
precedent  which  legal  minds  imperfectly  versed  in  phar- 
maceutical and  apothecaries  law  find  it  impossible  to  get 
over  when  a  better  case  crops  up  later  on. 

Yours,  &c  , 
L.S.A.  Lo.m,  L.A.H.  Dubl.  (205/41.) 

The  Training  of  Apprentices. 

Sir, — A  propos  of  Mr.  Taylor's  remarks  on  the  apprentice 
question,  and  of  the  letter  from  "  Victimised  M.  P.S.I."  in  your 
issue  just  to  hand,  is  it  not  time  some  steps  were  taken  to 
restrict  the  taking  of  apprentices  to  those  men  with  the 
necessary  abilities  and  opportunities  to  instruct  them  ? 
Conscience  and  esprit  de  corps  are,  of  course,  empty  words  to 
the  premium  hunting  or  cheap-labour-exploiting  drysalters 
who  are  the  principal  recruiting-agents  for  the  ranks  of 
pharmacy  at  present ;  and  these  are  the  men  responsible  for 
the  large  numbers  of  unfortunate  men  in  the  trade  to-day 
who,  under-bred  and  under-educated,  can  never  pass  any  of 
the  prescribed  Preliminary  tests,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sub- 
sequent Minor.  In  consequence,  a  glance  at  youradvert's'ng 
columns  is  enough  to  deter  any  youth  of  sense  and  spirit  from 
taking  up  pharmacy  as  a  profession  ;  and  the  old  tradition, 
awkwardly  expressed  but  well  meant,  of  the  drug-trade  being 
"a  nice  genteel  sort  of  business,"  is  rapidly  dying  a  natural 
death.  But  if  the  receiving  of  apprentices  can  be  restricted 
tD  progressive  men  who  are  really  alive  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  engaged  in  a  responsible  business,  and  if  these  men  have 
sufficient  moral  courage  and  good  faith  with  each  other  to 
refuse  to  take  any  but  sober,  reasonably  well  educated  lads 
of  some  promise,  the  assistant  of  the  future  will  be  worth 
more  to  his  employer  than  the  21.  or  21.  5s.  which  appears  to 


be  the  standard  at  present.  Many  will  deny  the  necessity 
for  legislation  of  this  kind  ;  but  those  best  qualified  to  speak 
about  it — principals  of  schools  of  pharmacy  and  members  of 
the  Boards  of  Examiners — would  welcome  it  to  a  man. 
Under  the  present  state  of  things  these  gentlemen  have  to 
play  the  highly  unsatisfactory  rules  of  smuggler  and  custom  • 
house  officer  respectively,  the  rule  of  "  contraband "  behog 
most  ably  sustained  by  the  large  and  increasing  army  of  the 
hopelessly  unsuitable.  If  it  is  not  permissible  to  drive  a 
cart  in  the  public  streets  without  having  first  undergone  a 
test  of  ability,  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  impose  some  similar 
conditions  on  the  man  who  proposes  to  teach  and  train  an 
apprentice  and  receive  in  return  his  labour,  and  possibly  a 
premium  as  well.  To  conclude,  I  quote  from  a  letter  from  a 
wholesale  firm  at  home  to  a  chemist  out  here,  which  was 
shown  me  recently : 

,  "We  regret  we  have  so  far  been  unable  to  engage  a 
suitable  man  for  you,  as,  for  some  reason,  gcod  men  seem 
very  difficult  to  get  at  present."  Yours  faithfully, 

Kroonstad,  O.K. C,  September  27.  Ulvsses. 


Dispensing  Notes. 


5iij. 
5"j. 
5j. 

gr.  v. 
gr.  xvj. 
5j. 


How  Much  Wanted  ? 

Hydrarg.  oxidi  rubr. 
Lanolin  i 

Vaselini  alb  

Pulv.  tragacanth.  ... 

Acid,  boric  

Aq.  rosse  cone. 

M.    Ft.  cremor.  Mitte 
Should  this  be  dispensed  as  it  stands,  or  doubled  ?    It  is  a 
Harrogate  prescription.  Yorkshire.  (149/25.) 

[The  prescriber  probably  means  a  2-oz.  bottleful  of  the  cream 
to  be  sent,  for  as  the  formula  stands  the  quantities  provide  almost 
2  oz.    Make  a  quantity  and  a  half.] 

Codeine  and  Cascara  Sagrada  Pills,  page  553. 

Sir, — I  have  found  the  best  way  of  making  these  pills  is 
to  use  the  powdered  extracts  and  mass  with  a  little  extract 
of  malt.  I  may  say  I  have  had  some  considerable  experi- 
ence in  these  pills,  as  we  have  several  regular  patients  for 
them.    The  prescription  is  Dr.  Pavey's  for  diabetic  patients. 

164  Rushey  Green,  Catford.  J.  R.  Watson. 

160/74.  C.  B.  W. — The  direction  is  "  Sig. :  §j.  c.  |ss.  sue. 
lim.  simul  ter  d.  s."  (Two  tablespoonfuls  to  be  taken  with  a 
tablespoonful  of  lemon-juice,  thrice  daily.) 

155/29.    F.  Q.  C— Use  a  "  Shake  the  bottle  "  label. 

i  195/35.  Hamamelin. — There  are  green  and  brown  hama- 
melin  as  there  are  of  euonymin.  The  best  is  prepared  from 
the  leaves  with  rectified  spirit,  and  is  more  active  than 
hamamelin  prepared  from  the  bark.  Both  are  naturally 
brown  ;  but  chlorophyll  is  added  to  colour,  so  that  the  colour 
alone  is  not  an  index  to  activity. 

182/33.  A.  8.  H. — Creosote  Carbonate  (or  creasotal)  in 
mixture.— See  C.  $  B.,  September  26,  1903,  page  553. 


Consult 


Legal  Queries. 

'The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  DIapy,"  1903. 
before  formulating  Queries. 


:  208/16.  CorJis.—  The  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  does  not  inter- 
fere with  shop-management,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
businesses  -of  deceased  chemists.  It  is  otherwise  legal  to 
have  an  unqualified  manager  and  a  qualified  person  under 
him  to  hand  over  the  poisons  or  to  supervise  sales  by  the 
manager.  That  is  one  of  the  anomalies  which  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  is  designed  to  remedy. 

207/25.  Cldorof.—k.  medicine  containing  20  per  cent,  of 
chloroform  is  a  "poison"  within  the  meaning  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act. 

206/16.  JR.  S.—  Numbers  are  not  required  on  labels  of 
preparations  made  according  to  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 
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206/67.  Urgent. — "  Head-powder"  is  not  a  dutiable  title, 
whatever  the  nature  of  the  medicine  may  be,  whether  mixed 
or  an  entire  drug ;  but,  as  we  have  previously  stated,  if  a 
medicine  is  or  has  been  the  subject  of  letters  patent  it  can 
only  be  sold  unstamped  under  the  entire-drugs  exemption, 
and  it  does  not  benefit  by  Exemption  3. 

197/35.  J.  T.  S, — We  are  anticipating  your  wishes  as 
regards  what  will  be  in  the  supplementary  volume  of 
"Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

201/44.  Edwardus.— The  label  will  not  be  liable  if  you 
remove  the  word  "  redness."  See  note  elsewhere  in  this 
issue. 

198/47.  J.  T.— Your  neuralgia,  headache,  and  tic  powders 
baing  composed  of  phenacetin,  are  exempt  from  stamp-duty 
although  recommended. 

202/13.  C.  IT.  C. — Phonetic  perversions  such  as  "  Corncua," 
"  Coughcua,"  and  "Tussicua"  do  not  take  medicines  out  of 
the  general  charge  of  duty.  Foot-powders,  being  toilet- 
articles,  are  not  dutiable  unless  an  ailment  is  specified  on  the 
label,  &c. 

203/41.  Pirilt. — The  Inland  Revenue  authorities  have  said 
that  the  following  label  will  be  liable  to  stamp-duty  : 

Preparation  for  Chapped  Hands.  "Registered." 

.  Though  originally  introduced  for  the  purpose  which  its  name 
indicates,  this  preparation  has  been  proved  to  be  most  efficacious 
in  removing  and  preventing  roughness  and  redness  of  the  face  and 
neck. 

Directions:  A  small  quantity  to  be  rubbed  into  the  skin  each 
time  after  washing. 

"  Chapped  hands "  and  "  roughness  of  the  skin  and  neck " 
are  not  ailments,  but  "  redness  of  the  skin  "  has  never  been 
declared  not  to  be  a  disorder  or  ailment,  and  may  reasonably 
be  assumed  to  be  the  equivalent  of  "  erythema."  If  "  and 
redness  "  be  removed,  the  label  should  not  be  liable.  It  may 
be  that  the  person  who  marked  the  label  was  of  opinion  that 
an  exclusive  claim  was  also  made  consequent  on  the  use  of 
the  word  "  registered,"  but  if  the  preparation  is  not  used  for 
a  disorder  or  complaint,  the  grounds  of  liability  in  the  general 
charge  of  duty  do  not  apply. 

208/11.  Spirituous. — A  definition  of  "  medicated  spirit  " 
is.  not  given  in  any  Act  of  Parliament,  but  by  the  1741-42 
Act  chymists  are  permitted  to  sell  spirituous  medicines 
"for  sick,  lame,  or  distempered  persons  only."  It  has  been 
held  that  the  sale  by  a  chemist  of  a  pick-me-up  comprising 
only  pharmacopoeial  drugs  and  spirits,  without  ascertaining 
that  the  purchaser  is  sick,  lame,  or  distempered,  is  an 
offence  under  the  Spirits  Acts.  You  approach  the  subject 
from  the  wrong  point.  It  is  not  What  is  medicated  spirit  ? 
or  What  may  a  chemist  sell  as  medicated  spirit  ?  but 
Under  what  circumstances  may  a  chemist  sell  a  medicine 
containing  alcohol  I  The  Excise  authorities  do  not  interfere 
so  long  as  spirituous  galenical  preparations  are  sold  legi- 
timately as  medicines,  but  "  a  recognised  pharmaceutical 
preparation  "  may  be  used  and  sold  as  an  alcoholic  drink  ; 
and  the  case  referred  to  proved  this.  If  a  man  comes  into 
your  shop  and  asks  you  to  give  him  half  an  ounce  of  tincture 
of  gentian  and  a  drachm  of  spirit  of  chloroform  in  an  ounce 
of  water  to  take  at  the  counter,  and  you  supply  it  without 
question,  you  act  as  a  spirit-dealer. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques 
tions  of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months 

208/27.  J.  H. — Two  minims  of  chloroform  or  the  same 
of  formalin  to  the  ounce  of  walnut  infusion  will  preserve  it 
for  some  time. 

208/10.  Gladius. — We  published  an  article  on  book- 
keeping last  year. 

213/6.  A.  D.  E.  (India). — -There  is  no  technical  work  that 
we  are  aware  of  which  deals  with  the  manufacture  of 


sulphuric  ether.  You  will  find  some  information  regarding 
I  such  subjects  as  this  and  anhydrous  ammonia  in  Thorpe's 
J  "Dictionary  of  Technical  Chemistry.'' 

214/20.  Amylic. — The  white  bloom  that  forms  on  the 
j  copal  spirit-varnish  when  drying  is  due  to  the  water  in  the 
spirit.  That  is  the  objection  to  methylated  spirit  as  a 
solvent  for  such  resins  as  copal.  The  denaturing  consti- 
tuents also  play  a  part  in  the  objection  to  which  you  refer. 
Acetate  of  amyl  is  now  very  commonly  used  as  a  resin- 
solvent. 

214/45.  Bear's  Grease. — As  commonly  sold  this  article  is 
benzoated  lard  coloured  with  palm  oil  (1  oz.  to  the  pound) 
and  perfumed  with  bergamot  and  a  little  cinnamon.  A  more 
ambitious  formula  is  : 

Beef-marrow...       ...       ...       ...    jxvj.  11 

Palm  oil       ...       ...       ...  ... 

,  ,  Yellow  wax.  ...       ...       ...       ...  oiss. 

Castor  oil   ...  Jfo 

Melt,  strain,  and  add  — 

Oil  of  rose-geranium    3j- 

a .;;'.]  Oil  of  bergamot       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

•  •  i  Mix.  , 

213/53.  .  W.  F. — Remount  the  composition-model  face  on 
the  plush  by  means  of  a  melted  mixture  of  resin  three  parts 
and  wax  one  part. 

16/113.  Business. — You  will  find  dozens  of  formulas 
which  meet  your  requirements  in  the  forthcoming  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary. 

213/54.  Ph.C. — There  is,  we  are  informed,  a  secret  pro- 
cess for  Becovermg  Tin  from  tinplate,  but  perhaps  what 
you  are  referring  to  is  the  recovery  of  the  solder  from  meat- 
tins  and  the  like,  which  is  simply  done  by  heating,  when  the 
solder  runs  away.  During  this  process  the  tin  on  the  plate 
is  oxidised.  Some  business  is  done  in  recovering  tin  by  heat, 
the  oxide  of  tin  obtained  being  sold  as  a  mordant  to  dyers. 
No  practical  process  for  the  recovery  of  the  tin  in  the 
metallic  state  is  known  outside  the  limited  circles  where  it 
is  a  secret.  ?  ■■ 

203/26.  D.  J. — We  do  not  recognise  the  chemical  work 
you  refer  to ;  it  is  not,  we  take  it,  a  modern  work.  Books  on 
chemistry  of  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  are 
not  worth  much,  but  when  older  than  that  acquire  a  certain 
antiquarian  value. 

208/19.    M  M. — Varnish,  for  Covered  Wire.— If  this  is 
.  for  insulating-purposes,  hard  paraffin  is  useful.    The  wire  is 
passed  through   the  melted   wax.     Guttapercha  solution 
might  also  suit  the  purpose,  but  is  more  expensive. 

212/2.  E.  <5'  Co. — We  do  not  publish  formulas  for  imita- 
tions of  popular  proprietary  medicines. 

201/10.  '  Oleum. — All  aniline  dyes  are  not  equally  fugitive  ; 
but  you  do  not  say  for  what  particular  purpose  you  require 
the  dye.  It  is  possible  that  aniline  dyes  are  least  suited  for 
the  purpose  you  have  in  view. 

•  184/46.  O.  B. — Mill-stone  G-rit  is  used  in  geology  to  refer 
to  a  rock-stratum.  In  the  shops  it  is  a  hard  sand  used  as 
an  abrasive. 

207/56.  Cawlus. — Barber's  Itch,  or  tinea  sycosis,  is  best 
treated  with  an  ointment  such  as  the  following : 

Ung.  hydrarg.  oleatis    5ss. 

Ichthyol.    5j. 

Vaselini  ...       ...       ...  §ss. 

Keep  this  ointment  applied  to  the  pirt  by  mean3  of  strip3  of 
lint.    Internally  a  toaic  should  be  advised,  ani  alcohol  avoided. 

195/66.    Tooth-paste. — The  flavour  and  colour  of  the  tooth- 
paste will  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  pulv.  indis  jij., 
pulv.  sacchari  jjij.    Make  these  two  ingredients  into  a  mass 
I  with  syrup  before  adding  to  the  bulk  of  the  paste. 

171/68  .  Bopco. — Syr.  Violse. — You  carefully  abstain  from 
giviDg  us  any  particulars  of  your  formula  for  this  syrup, 
which  crystallises  and  ferments,  so  that  we  have  no  means 
of  telling  where  you  are  wrong.    The  trouble  is,  however, 
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probably  due  to  the  varyirjg  amount  of  sugar  you  use.  The 
formula  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  generally  used,  is 
as  follows  : 

Fresh  violets  lb.  j. 

Boiling  water   O  iiss. 

Sugar   ...    lb.  viiss. 

Infuse  the  flowers  for  twenty-four  hours  in  the  water  in  a 
covered  earthenware  vessel.  Strain  without  squeezing,  and 
dissolve  the  Bugar  in  the  filtered  liquor. 

170/32.  J.  J.  —Ball  -  room  Floor  -  polish.  —  Formerly 
powdered  spermaceti  was  in  vogue  for  this  purpose,  but 
this  has  now  been  replaced  by  powdered  hard  paraffin.  To 
divide  the  hard  paraffin  a  varying  proportion  of  powdered 
boric  acid  is  used.  We  prefer  the  proportion  of  boric  acic  1, 
hard  paraffin  6,  as  a  larger  quantity  is  apt  to  cause  dust. 
A  little  perfume  can  be  added,  but  is  not  necessary. 

197/29.  W.  P. — As  it  is  some  time  since  we  gave  the 
process  for  Colouring  Billiard-balls,  and  we  have  recently 
had  several  inquiries,  we  repeat  the  information.  First, 
wash  the  ball  by  immersing  in  benzine  for  a  few  minutes  ; 
take  it  out,  pour  some  benzine  over  it,  and  wipe  dry. 
Second,  dip  it  in  an  acid  bath — 30  drops  of  nitromuriate-of- 
tin  solution  to  3  oz.  of  water.  Allow  to  remain  in  the  bath 
for  a  few  minutes.  Third,  give  it  the  dye-bath.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  best  dye-baths  : 

Bed. — (1)  Aniline  cardinal,  1  in  20  of  water;  or  equal  parts  of 
Judson's  cardinal  and  water.  (2)  Powdered  cochineal  5j  ,  stannous 
chloride  5j-,  water  5xij. ;  boil  and  strain.  Use  warm.  (3)  Carmine 
3  gr.,  ammonia  solution  to  dissolve,  water  to  5j.  (4)  A  spirituous 
solution  of  fuchsine. 

Blue. — Methyl  blue  gr.  x.,  water  5j.,  or  equal  parts  of  Judson's 
Oxford  blue  and  water. 

Green. — Judson's  green  and  water,  equal  parts. 

191/21.  Booco. — Tomato-sauce. — See  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  page  263,  and  C.  $  B.,  January  18, 1902,  page  95. 

173,62.  W.  G.—Dt.  Moller's  book  on  "Cod-liver  Oil  and 
Chemistry  "  can,  we  believe,  still  be  had  from  Peter  M  oiler, 
High  Ho  lborn,  W.C. 

187/9.  Photo. — Kecovering  Silver  from  Fixing-bath. — 
The  used  baths  should  be  run  into  a  tub  or  residue-jar,  crude 
potassium  sulphide  (liver  of  sulphur)  added,  and  allowed  to 
stand.  The  silver  is  precipitated  in  the  form  of  black 
sulphide.  The  clear  portion  is  poured  off  and  more  fixing- 
bath  added  until  a  good  quantity  of  precipitate  has  collected. 
This  is  then  collected  and  sent  to  a  refiner. 

171  57.  J.  H.  8. — Rendering  Tins  Airtight. — In  place  of 
shellac  solution  you  could  use  melted  hard  paraffin  or  the 
gelatin  solution  which  we  have  several  times  given  for 
capping  bottles. 

169/50.  Anti-sweep. — We  have  examined  a  la^ge  quantity 
of  chemical  Soot-destroyers  within  the  last  few  years,  and 
find  them  to  be  either  salt  or  potassium  nitrate,  or  a  mixture 
of  the  two.  Whether  they  answer  the  purpose  or  not  we 
have  never  been  able  to  find  out. 


Information  Wanted. 


207/18.    Maker  or  address  of  London  agent  for  Rusmak. 
216/19.    Name  and  address  of  maker  of  Beckmore's  gall- 
cure. 

187/74.  What  is  .the  address  of  the  Lowrey  Glass-stopper 
Company  ? 

170/50.  What  is  "  Kopse's  choice  " — a  corn  cure — 3aid  to 
be  sol  d  largely  in  the  Manchester  district  ? 

206/6.  Makers  or  suppliers  of  "  Chambard  Tea" — a  laxa- 
tive ;  also  Tillman's  paper  for  dressing  wounds :  where 
obtainable? 


Dr.  Otto  Schmidt's  Specific  Treatment  of  Cancer. — The 
Lancet  of  November  14  contains  a  verbatim  report  of  an  address 
delivered  before  the  Abernethian  Society  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  on  November  5,  by  Mr.  H.  Josse  Johnson,  M.B.Lond., 
D. P. H.Cantab.  From  what  Dr.  Johnson  says,  it  appears  that 
there  is  great  prom's  3  in  the  new  treatment,  which  acts  by  dis- 
pelling the  cancerous  growth3. 


Coming  j£t>ent0. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  November  23. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C,  at  8  r.ir.  Mr. 
B.  H.  Brough  will  deliver  the  first  Cantor  lecture  on  "  The 
Mining  of  Non-metallic  Minerals." 

Tuesday,  November  24. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell  Square, 
W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Theodore  Brown  will  read  a  paper  on 
"  Direct  Stereoscopic  Projection." 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Boyal  Hotel,  Darley  Street,  at 
8.30  P. Ji.  Smoking-ooncert. 

General  Council  of  Medical  Education  and  Registration  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  at  299  Oxford  Street,  W.,  at  2  p.m.  The 
President,  Sir  'William  Turner,  K.C.B.,  will  be  in  the  chair. 

Wednesday,  November  25. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.  Mr. 
G.  F.  Parker  on  "  The  Universal  Exposition  at  St.  Louis, 
1904." 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association.    Monthly  meeting. 
Plymouth  Chemists'  Association,  Hotel  Continental,  at  7  p.m. 
Annual  dinner. 

Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association.N.&theTa'  Hotel,  Dundee.  Tea 
at  4  p.m.,  and  at  4.30  p.m.  Mr.  Wm.  Park  (President)  will  take 
the  chair.  Mr.  Tocher's  territorial-representation  scheme 
and  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  will  be  considered. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association^ 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon 
on  "  HintB  to  Amateur  Photographers." 

Thursday,  November  26. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.  Mr.  F.  Goldby  will  read  a  paper  entitled  "  An  Explana- 
tion of  Trichromatic  Photography." 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Hotel  St.  George,  at  8  p.m. 
Hot  -pot  supper  and  smoking- concert.  The  chair  will  be  taken 
by  Mr.  John  Bain.  Tickets  (2s.  6d.  each)  may  be  had  from 
the  Hon.  S9oretaries,  Messrs.  G.  R.  Tharratt  and  J. 
Shacklady. 

Bamsley  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Barnsley,  at  7  p.m. 

Ordinary  meeting. 
Beading  Chemists'  Association,  "  Table  Dainties  "  Restaurant, 

at  8  p.m.    Supper  and  annual  meeting. 
Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  The  University,  Bir- 
mingham.   Mr.  E.  W.  Mann  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Cod-liver 

Oil  and  its  Adulterants." 
Leeds  Chemists'  Association.     The  annual  dinner   will  be 

held  in  Powolny's,  Bond  Street,  at  8.15  p.m.    Tickets,  3s.  &d. 

each,  can  be  had  from  Mr.  F.  C.  Long,  Hon.  Secretary,  The 

Headingley  Pharmacy,  Leeds. 

Friday,  November  27. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Cavendish  Laboratory 
Lecture-room  (entrance,  Free  School  Lane),  Cambridge,  at 
9  p.m  Mr.  J.  B.  Butler  Burke  on  "  Radium  and  the  Radio- 
activity of  Matter." 

Saturday,  November  28. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  Holborn  Restaurant,  W.C. 
Annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  medals  and  certificates. 
Sir  Wm.  Ramsay  will  preside. 


School  of  Pharmacy  Football  and  Athletic  Club. — The 
annual  smokiDg-concert  will  be  held  on  December  15  in  the  Crown 
Room,  Holborn  Restaurant,  at  8  p.m.  Tickets  (2s.  each)  may  be 
had  from  Mr.  A.  Wade,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

Royal  Institution.— The  annual  course  of  Christmas  lectures 
at  the  Royal  Institution,  specially  adapted  to  young  people,  will 
be  delivered  by  Professor  Ray  Linkester,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 
Director  of  the  Natural  History  Department  of  the  British 
Museum,  whose  subject  is  "  Extinct  Animals."  The  first  lecture 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  December  29,  at  three  o'clock. 


Will. — Under  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Thomas 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Ealing,  and  late  of  Macclesfield 
and  Burnley,  a  bequest  of  200?.  has  bean  left  to  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
payable  on  the  death  of  his  widow.  Mr.  Thomas's  estate 
was  valued  at  59,352?.  gross  and  51,414?.  net. 
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~HOTICE  TO  BUYERS  —The  prices  given  in  this  section  bn 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
•the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyer* 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
fcere  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C :  November  io 

THERE  are  few  changes  to  report  in  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets  this  week,  the  business  tone  being  flat  in  almost 
every  deparment.  In  crude  drugs,  balsam  of  tolu  is  rather 
firmer  on  export  buying,  and  bayberry-bark  is  now  at  a 
famine  price.  Ergot  is  tending  firmer  after  the  recent  low 
purchases.  Cinchona  at  auction  went  off  at  a  slight  advance 
in  the  unit,  but  the  quantity  offered  was  unimportant  and 
mostly  consisted  of  Calisaya  and  African  quill.  A  large 
-auction  of  Seychelles  vanilla  was  held  last  Friday,  at  which 
there  was  an  excellent  demand  at  full  to  higher  prices.  In 
oils,  American  and  Japanese  Peppermint,  endeavours  are 
still  being  made  to  weaken  the  market  cn  behalf  of  "  bear 
sellers,  and  there  are  some  low  quotations  abcut.  Citronella 
•oil  for  shipment  is  firmer  ;  the  exports  from  Ceylon  show  a 
substantial  falling  off  this  year.  Cajuput  oil  is  rather  lower, 
and  cod-liver  oil  has  declined  here,  owing  principally  to 
-absence  of  demand  and  the  extreme  prices.  In  the  specula- 
tive markets,  shellac  has  been  much  quieter,  but  so  far  there 
is  no  material  alteration  in  values  ;  spot  is  firm  and  very  little 
is  to  be  had.  It  is  expected  there  will  be  trouble  in  the 
delivery  market,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  as  no  doubt  there 
will  be  a  few  caught  short.  Quinine  has  been  inactive  with  a 
declining  tendency,  and  opium  is  a  dead  letter.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  principal  alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Say  berry-bark 
Canary-seed 
Cinchona 
Oil,  star 

aniseed 
Vanilla 



Acid,  benzoic 
Balsam  tolu 
Copper  sul- 
phate 
Ergot 

Oil,  citronella 

(c.i.f) 

Oil,  cod-liver 
Quinine  (sec. 
hands) 

Ginger 

(Cochin) 
Mace  (W.I ) 
Oil,  cajuput 

Cablegram  s 

Hamburg,  November  19  — Yesterday  was  a  holiday  here. 
Aniseed,  coriander,  and  fenugreek  seed  are  all  firmer.  " 

New  York,  November  19.— Market  here  is  fairly  active. 
Opium  has  an  easy  tendency  at  #3.10  per  lb.  in  single  cases. 
Ca^cara  sagrada  is  weak  at  13c.  per  lb.  for  new  bark. 
Mandrake-root  is  strong  at  11c  per  lb.  Ergot  is  easy  at  40c. 
per  lb. ;  and  balsam  of  tolu  is  firmer  at  26c.  Menthol  is 
rather  lower  at  £6  Peppermint  oil  is  firmer,  however,  at 
#2.55  per  lb.  for  tin  oil,  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  again 
easier. 


Acid,  Benzoic,  ex  toluol,  is  tending  firmer,  owing  to  an 
improved  demand.  Agents  quote  from  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  lOd. 
•per  lb.,  in  1-cwt.  cases. 

Acid,  Gallic  —B  P.  quality  is  quoted  at  from  Is.  6.1.  to 
Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Aconite.— Japanese  has  iesn  sold  at  38s.  per  cwt. 

Antimony.— Business  in  Japanese  crude  has  been  c'one  at 
lis.  6d.  per  cwt. 


Arrowroot. — In  St.  Vincent  description  several  hundred 
batrels  have  been  sold  at  from  lfrf.  to  2d.  per  lb. 

According  to  the  annual  report  on  St.  Vincent  the  exports  were 
valued  at  21,817?.  during  1902,  compared  with  28,636/.  during 
1901.  It  ia  stated  that  tho  volcanic  eruption  destroyed 
practically  one-third  of  the  island,  comprising  some  of  the  most 
fertile  estates.  The  immediate  result  was  to  send  up  the  price  of 
ordinary  quality  arrowroot,  the  present  St.  Vincent  staple,  from 
less  than  2d.  to  over  4f7.  per  lb.  in  the  London  market,  and  it  has 
not  since  then  gone  below  the  2d.  figure,  which  was  the  irreducible 
minimum  at  which  it  was  the  aim  of  the  combination  of  growers 
to  keep  it. 

Asafetida. — Some  of  the  new  crop  from  Bombay  may 
probably  be  offered  at  auction  next  week. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Good  bright  filtered  Maranham,  in 
casks,  is  quoted  Is.  8c/.  to  Is.  9d.,  Maracaibo  Is.  6i.  to 
Is.  Id.,  and  Para  at  from  Is.  5i.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb  ,  according 
to  quality. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Towards  the  close  of  last  week  there  was 
a  little  activity  for  export  on  American  account,  resulting 
in  sales  of  about  30  cases  of  large  tins  at  up  to  Is  per  lb. 
This  has  given  the  market  a  firmer  tone,  with  sellers  at  from 
Is.  to  Is.  Id.  Good  genuine  quality  is  rather  scarce,  how- 
ever, holders  of  which  ask  from  about  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4d. 

Bayberry-bark. — For  some  months  this  article  has  been 
steadily  advancing,  and  very  little  is  now  offered,  either  here 
or  in  New  York,  advices  from  the  latter  place  reporting  that 
stocks  are  exhausted.  One  holder — and  probably  the  only 
one — asks  the  extreme  figure  of  92s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Camphor. — A  sale  of  300  piculs  Japanese  crude,  landing 
shortly,  is  reported  at  165s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  This  is  said  to  be 
the  last  parcel  which  is  outside  the  control  of  the  monopoly, 
w  io,  it  should  be  stated,  are  not  quoting  at  the  moment. 

A  Japanese  native  paper  reports  that  Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel 
&  Co.  have  secured  a  provisional  contract  for  a  monopoly  of  the 
Japanese  camphor-business,  as  well  as  the  Formosa  commodity, 
from  October  1,  when  the  camphor  and  camphor-oil  monopoly  law 
was  put  in  operation  in  Japan. 

Canary-seed. — Dearer,  owing  to  speculative  buying. 
Turkish  has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  66s.  to  67s.  6d. 
per  quarter.  The  exports  from  Tangier  and  Laraiche 
during  1902  amounted  to  1,374-  cwt.  and  52  870  cwt.  respec- 
tively, against  3,788  cwt.  and  49,471  cwt.  respectively  in  1901. 
The  U.K.  absorbed  the  bulk,  a  small  proportion  going  to 
Portugal,  Germany,  France,  and  Spain. 

Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  the  small  supply  of 
1,407  packages  was  offered,  of  which  the  bulk  sold  at  an 
average  unit  of  l\d.  per  lb.,  as  compared  with  l^d.  paid  at 
the  previous  London  sale,  showing  an  advance  of  about 
10  per  cent.  The  bulk  of  the  offerings  consisted  of  Calisaya 
and  African  quills. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  bark  offered  and 
sold  : 


Packages  Packages 


Offered 

Sold 

African  cinchona  ... 

442 

442 

South  American  cinchona 

422 

294 

East  Indian  cinchona 

330 

202 

Java  cinchona 

190 

50 

Ceylon  cinchona  

S3 

23 

1,407 

1,011 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  bark  purchased  by  the 


following  buyers  : 

Lbs. 

American  and  Italian  factories    46,100 

Frankfort  on-Main  and  Stuttgart  factories       ...  33,400 

Imperial  Quinine  factory   30,900 

Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories    16,100 

Brunswick  factory   6,000 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Son3    15,900 

Druggists,  &c.    14,600 


Total  quantity  sold    163,000 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn         ...  59,400 


222,400 

The  prices  paid  for  sound  bark  were  as  under  : 
West  African. — Fair  quill,  4^/.  to  5hd  ;  red  quill  chips,  Id.  to 
4~gd.  per  lb. 

South  American'. — Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya,  good  silvery 
aprll,  5|5. ;  good  bright  quillings,  5j3.  to  &ld.  per  lb.  Several 
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small  lots  of  second  hand  parcels  were  bought  in,  including  bright 
silvery  at  8(7.  per  lb. 

Ceylon. — Succirubra,  natural  stem  chips,  3^f7. 

Java. — Good  Ledgeriana  branch,  8f(7. ;  hybrid  root,  milled,  6iff7. ; 
branch  ditto,  5(7.  to  5J<7.  per  lb. 

Bast  Indian. — Ledgeriana,  stem  chips,  6jid. ;  renewed,  7§c7.  ; 
Crown  natural  stem  chips  and  shavings,  2J<7.  to  6{|(7. ;  renewed 
ditto,  4(7.  to  7^(7. ;  branch,  3f(7. ;  and  good  root,  7^(1.  to  8k7.  per  lb. 

The  half-monthly  shipments  from  Java  amounted  to 
225  000  Amst.  lbs.,  against  758  000  Amst.  lbs.  last  year. 

Cocoa-butter. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
December  1  -will  consist  of  80  tons  Van  Houten's,  14  tons 
de  JoDg,  and  5  tons  Mignon. 

Codeia. — As  was  expected  the  price  of  codeine  was 
reduced  last  week  by  Qcl.  per  oz.,  makers  now  quoting  the 
pure  at  8s.  lid.  per  oz.,  hydrochloride  and  sulphate  at 
7s.  lid ,  and  phosphate  at  7s.  Id.  in  1-oz.  lots,  with  a 
reduction  on  100-oz.  quantities. 

Coriander-seed. — Good  Morocco  seed  is  quoted  14s.  6(7. 
per  cwt.  spot. 

Chbam  op  Tartar. — Quiet,  but  indications  point  to  a 
rather  firmer  market  in  consequence  of  the  high  price  of 
crude  and  the  small  wine  crop;  98  per-cent.  powder  is 
quoted  84s.  to  85s.  per  cwt.,  and  first  white  French  crystals 
79s.,  and  powder  81s. 

Cumin-seed  has  been  in  slow  demand,  and  holders  in 
Malta  are  in  consequence  not  so  firm,  but  stocks  both  there 
and  in  Morocco  are  reported  to  be  small.  The  quotations 
here  are  unchanged. 

Ergot. — Rather  firmer  since  the  low  prices  accepted  in 
auction  last  week,  Spanish  or  Russian  being  quoted  Is.  4(7. 
to  Is.  6i.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  Sales  have,  how- 
ever, been  made  at  Is.  3d.,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  any  more  is 
obtainable  at  this  price.  The  s.s.  Clyde,  from  Yigo,  has 
brought  33  bags. 

Gentian. — Business  for  forward  shipment  has  been  done 
at  20s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Golden-seal  is  obtainable  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  net. 

Iodides — Our  Bombay  correspondent  writes  that  potas- 
sium iodide  and  bromide,  iodoform,  and  resublimed  iodine 
manufactured  in    Kobe   are   finding  their  way  into  the 
'  Bombay  drug- bazaars  at  prices  that  allow  a  fair  margin  to 
handlers. 

Liquorice-root. — Decorticated  South  European  is  quoted 
21s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  for  fine  decorticated  pastille-size  the 
price  is  about  50s. 

Menthol. — This  article  is  being  depressed  in  conjunction 
with  peppermint  oils,  there  being  an  offer  of  December- 
January  shipment  at  16s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  On  the  spot  21s. 
is  about  the  value  for  Kobayashi. 

Oil,  Cajuput,  is  rather  lower,  3s.  6d.  per  bottle  being  now 
quoted. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  is  quoted  for  prompt  delivery. 
(November-December  and  to  June,  1904)  at  207.,  and  seconds 
187.  10s.  per  ton,  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Citronella. — Prices  for  shipment  have  advanced  to 
10±d.  to  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

The  exports  of  citronella,  oil  from  Ceylon  fro  m  January  1  to 
October  26  amounted  to  : 

  1903  1902  1901 

lbs.  845,160         1,113,217  1,173,020 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— From  Bergen  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 14,  our  correspondent  writes  that  the  cod-liver  oil 
market  is  unaltered,  finest  non-congealing  oil  being  still 
quoted  480s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  reports  from  the 
North  are  unanimous  in  describing  the  cod  now  being  caught 
as  utterly  unsuitable  for  steam-refining.  Of  course  at  the 
present  time  it  would  be  premature  to  conclude  anything 
definite  as  to  quality  and  condition  of  the  new  cod.  There  is 
an  easier  tone  in  the  London  market,  there  being  offers  at 
rates  much  below  those  previously  ruling.  Good  non-con- 
gealing Norwegian  has  been  offered  this  week  at  from  450s. 
to  460s  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  and  non-congealing  Newfoundland 
t  is  quoted  at  from  450s.  to  about  475s.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — The  s.s.  Sarpedon  from  Melbourne  has 
brought  247  cases  and  30  cases  from  Adelaide. .  Part  of  the 


above  shipment  had  previously  been  sold  to  the  Continent. 
Good  brands  of  B.P.  quality  are  obtainable  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Peppermint.— The  market  for  both  American  and 
Japanese  is  still  being  talked  down  in  the  interests  of  "bears,'' 
and  some  low  quotations  are  on  the  market,  but  it  is  doubtful 
if  they  are  land  fide.  Apart  from  this  there  are  a  good  few 
people  who  believe  that  the  position  is  inherently  strong 
and  are  holding  off  the  market  in  the  hope  that  prices  will 
improve  by  the  turn  of  the  year.  The  rumour  that  a  syndi- 
cate is  being  formed  to  control  peppermint  oil  has  again 
been  revived  this  week,  but  not  much  attention  is  being  paid 
to  it.  An  advice  from  a  New  York  firm  states  that  "  the  fall 
has  gone  far  enough  and  believe  it  a  favourable  time  to  buy." 
There  are  still  sellers  of  American  H.G.H.  at  13s.  6:1 ,  on  the 
spot,  and  a  leading  brand  of  pure  tin  oil  is  quoted  lis.  6d. 
Japanese  dementholised  on  the  spot  is  quoted  7s.  3d  to 
7s.  6d.,  but  for  shipment  it  is  difficult  to  give  a  trustworthy 
quotation. 

Oil,  Star-aniseed.— Spot  is  firm  at  4s.  lOd.  per  lb., 
business  having  been  done  at  4s.  9(7.,  and  for  arrival  business 
has  been  done  in  China  at  4s.  6(7.  to  4s.  6ik7,,  c.i.f. 

Olibanum. — In  auction  47  cases  ordinary  Aden  ungarbled 
sorts  sold  at  from  37s.  to  37s.  6:1. 

Opium. — There  is  no  further  alteration  to  report  here,  and 
we  do  not  hear  of  any  business. 

.  Smyrna,  November  6.— The  market  continues  quiet,  with  prac- 
tically no  demand  from  consumers.  Some  weak  needy  holders 
were  forced  to  accept  8.s.  2d.  to  8s.  3d.  for  rich  selected  Karahissar, 
of  which  quality  some  18  cases  have  changed  handg  for  England 
and  the  Continent.  Talequale  of  the  usual  run  would  find  Bellers 
at  from  7s.  10(7.  to  8s.,  but  no  buyers  have  as  yet  come  forward. 
The  weather  keeps  favourable  for  the  sowings.  Large  American 
buyers  are  expected  to  come  on  the  market  next  week.  The 
following  are  the  quotations  :  Current  qualities,  7s.  9<7.  to  8s. 
per  lb.,  f.o.b. ;  Karahissar  as  to  quality,  8s.  1(7.  to  8s.  4(7.  ;  Yerli  and 
Bogaditz,  8s.  2d.  to  8s.  10(7.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna 
to  date  amount  to  1,560  cases,  against  4,426  cases  at  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year. 

Constantinople,  November  7.— Very  little  business  has  been 
passing  this  week  owing  to  the  firmer  attitude  on  the  part  of 
holders.'who  are  beginning  to  realise  that  the  decline  is  being  over- 
done. Should  buyers  maintain  their  reserved  tactics  for  another 
three  or  four  weeks  prices  may  recede  a  trifle  more,  but  intending 
buyers  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  bottom  is  not  far  off,  and  that 
any  resumption  of  purchases  will  at  once  tell  on  prices.  The  sales 
amount  to  20  cases  soft,  at  9s.  3(7  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Constantinople,  November  14.— There  is  little  or  m  change 
to  report  save  that  holders  are  reserved,  and  the  only  buyers  are 
speculators.  The  week's  sales  amount  to  2  cases  soft  shipping  at 
9s.  2(7.,  and  9  cases  druggists'  at  7s.  11(7.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  market 
is  steady. 

Quinine. — Quiet.  There  was  a  firmer  feeling  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  news  of  the  small  bark- shipment  for  the  half 
month,  with  December  buyers  at  Is.  Q\d.,  and  small  sales  of 
March  at  Is.  Id.  Subsequently,  however,  the  second-hand 
market  declined,  small  sales  of  December  delivery  being 
made  on  Wednesday  at  Is.  0\d.  for  good  brands  of  German 
sulphate.  At  the  Java  tenders  quinine  held  at  Batavia  on 
November  18,  7,655  kilos,  of  Ed.  II.  was  offered,  of  which 
117  kilos,  was  sold  at  an  average  of  f.  19  per  kilo, 
(about  equal  7|c.  Amsterdam  unit)  against  f.  19§  per  kilo, 
at  the  previous  tender.  The  next  tender  to  be  held  at 
Batavia  will  take  place  on  December  23. 

Saffron. — Arrivals  of  the  new  crop  of  Valencia  are  now 
taking  place,  and  importers  are  quoting  superior  extra 
Valencia  at  37s.  6d..  superior  A  36s.,  and  Bajo  34s.  per  lb. 
Confirmation  of  the  shortage  in  the  crop  has  been  received 
in  several  quarters,  some  placing  it  at  one-third,  and  others 
at  more. 

The  exports  of  saffron  from  Spain  during  the  eight  months  endecj 
August  amounted  to : 

1901  1902  1903 

Kilos   52,086  43,862  37,367 

Senega. —  Quiet,  but  firm  at  3s.  4(7.  per  lb.,  net. 

Shellac. — A  much  quieter  feeling  is  evident  this  week, 
but  there  is  no  giving  way  in  prices  on  the  spot.  The 
Calcutta  price  of  TN  advanced  Rs.  3  on  Friday  last^  to 
Rs.  122,  and  subsequently  to  Rs.  124,  but  on  Wednesday  it 
was  cabled  lower,  at  Rs.  123.  Small  sales  of  spotTN  Orange 
have  been  made  on  a  basis  of  231s.,  and  for  arrival  October- 
December  delivery  has  changed  hands  at  220s.,  c.i.f.    A  sale 
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of  AC  Garnet  (300)  is  reported  at  184s.  to  185.,\  for  October 
December,  and  183s.  6i.,  c.i.f.,  for  November-January.  The 
delivery-market  has  been  inactive,  December  delivery  being 
quoted  nominally  at  234s.  Maiket  closes  quiet. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  Jamaica  Ginger  sold 
at  39s.  for  lean,  rather  dark,  and  37s.  to  38s.  for  mouldy, 
40  barrels  being  disposed  of.  Wormy  Bengal  (20)  sold  at 
27s.  Cut  Cochin  was  lower,  25  cases  selling  at  60s.  for 
medium  and  bold  cut,  42s.  6d.  for  good  small,  and  40s.  to 
41s.  Qd.  for  ordinary  to  fair  small  cut,  partly  without  reserve. 
Fair  washed  rough  was  bought  in  at  31s.  to  32s.  Fair 
Singapore  pepper  was  bought  in  at  Qhd.,  and  privately  there 
are  sellers  on  the  spot  at  6—^.,  and  January-March  6frZ. 
Fair  White  Singapore  sold  (265)  at  lO^d.  for  fine  ALP,  fine 
10fd.,  good  10\d.  to  10p.,  and  fair  10|r7.  Privately  fair  is 
quoted  lO^rZ.,  and  fair  Penang  9§(Z.  Small  W.I.  Nutmegs  were 
steady,  others  rather  cheaper  ;  243  packages  were  sold.  West 
Indian  Mace  vsas  Id.  lower,  pale  selling  at  2s.  4i.,  fair  2s.  Id. 
to  2s.  3d.,  ordinary  Is.  lid.  to  2s.,  and  broken  Is.  lOd.  to 
Is.  lid.  ■  fair  to  good  Java  was  bought  in  at  2s.  5d.  to  2*.  Id. 
Fair  Zanzibar  Chillies  (35)  were  bought  in  at  60s.  :  they  are 
scarce  privately.  Nyassaland  (9)  sold  at  57s.  for  fine  and  52s. 
for  good.  Japanese  (100)  sold  without  reserve  at  22s.  to 
22s.  6i.  for  fair  large.  Capsicums  (50)  were  bought  in  at 
23s.  for  fair  E.I.  cherries,  and  at  21s.  for  Japan  (50). 
Pimento  (11)  bought  in  at  4-J<Z.  Broken  Cassia  (100)  sold 
without  reserve  at  from  17s.  Qd.  to  18s.  for  strings  and  twigs. 
Good  bright  picked  Penang  Cloves  (8)  sold  at  lOfrZ.,  and 
Zanzibar  (40)  sold  at  7^d.  Privately  there  has  been  a 
fair  amount  of  speculative  activity  at  fluctuating  prices, 
January- March  delivery  and  March-May  selling  at  from  7§rZ. 
to  7fcZ.,  closing  to-day  rather  weaker  at  l{Kd.  per  lb. 

Trional. — This  proprietary  article  has  been  slightly 
reduced  in  price,  the  maker  quoting  21s.  to  2  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Valerian. — A  little  is  obtainable  on  the  spot  at  25s.,  but 
for  shipment  as  much  as  32s.,  c  i.f.,  is  quoted 

The  new  harvest  in  Harz  root  is  already  finished,  and  the  pro- 
duction has  passed  into  dealers'  hands.  Altogether  the  yield  is 
smaller  than  in  1902,  and  prices  are  somewhat  higher— about 
85m.  to  90m.  per  100  kilos.  The  Thuringian  production  also  is 
estimated  at  only  three-quarters  that  of  the  1902  harvest.  In 
many  districts  it  is  ready  for  despatch.  The  price  is  also  higher 
this  year— viz ,  at  from  58m.  to  60m.  per  100  kilos. 

Vanilla. — At  the  auctions  held  on  Friday,  November  14, 
a  considerable  quantity,  amounting  to  1,410  tins  of  Seychelles, 
was  offered,  and,  with  a  brisk  demand,  practically  the  whole 
was  disposed  of  at  steady  to  higher  prices.  Fine  long  beans 
were  in  very  small  supply,  and  sold  at  a  considerable  advance. 
Short  and  medium  realised  full  prices,  and  red  and  split 
were  in  good  demand  at  full  to  rather  higher  rates.  The 
following  prices  were  paid :  Fine  Seychelles,  8  to  8|  inches, 
17s.  to  19s.  6d.  per  lb. ;  good  to  fine,  7%  to  8  inches,  lis.  to 
17s  ;  browner,  7§  inches,  9s.  3d.  ;  fair  to  good,  7  to  1\  inches, 
8s.  Qd.  to  lis. ;  "ditto,  6|  to  7  inches,  6s.  to  8s.  9d.  ;  6  to 
6|  inches,  5s  3d.  to  8s. ;  5  to  6  inches,  5s.  to  6s.  9d. ;  4  to 
5  inches,  4s.  Qd.  to  6s. ;  3  to  4  inches,  4s.  to  5s.  3d.  ;  ordinary 
weak,  6  to  7  inches,  4s.  to  5s.  Qd. ;  various,  red  and  split, 
ordinary  to  fine,  3s.  to  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  The  next  sale  will  take 
place  in  January,  1904,  but  the  date  is  not  yet  fixed. 

A  Continental  report  states  that  Bourbon  vanilla  is  in  a  very 
depressed  condition.  It  is  probable,  however,  lint  the  approach- 
ing increased  consumption  will  bring  prices  somewhat  higher, 
especially  as  vanillin  has  now  advanced.  Tahiti  vanilla  is  also 
very  low  in  price. 

Wax  (Bees'). — The  exports  of  beeswax  from  Tangier 
during  1902  amounted  to  3  972  cwt.,  against  1482  cwt.  in 
1901  (average  1898-1902,  3,419  cwt  ).  It  was  mostly  ab- 
sorbed by  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Egypt,  Germany, 
and  Italy.  American  yellow  (W.H.B.  brand)  is  quoted 
11.  15s.  per  cwt.  net ;  and  white  ditto  91.  net,  in  lots  of  five 
cases. 

Wax,  Japanese,  is  steady  at  from  74s.  to  75s.  per  cwt., 
with  small  sales  at  the  higher  figure  :  for  shipment  74s.,  c.i.f., 
is  quoted. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  steady  business  continues  to  be  transacted  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market,  and  there  are  no  changes  of  special  importance 
to  be  recorded.  Exports  are,  perhaps,  scarcely  so  heavy  as  they 
were,  but  still  they  are  a  good  average  for  the  season.  Home 
trade  demand  is  very  moderate.  Values  are  mostly  steady  ar.d 
unchanged. 


Alkali- produce. — This  department  remains  without  change  of 
moment  from  recent  reports,  and  there  are  fair  bookings. for  ward 
in  all  main  products.  Soda-crystals  have  a  slight  tendency 
towards  somewhat  lower  figures. 

Sulphate  op  Ammonia  is  dull  all  round.  Hall  and  Leith 
quotations  are  about  2s.  6(7..  per  ton  lower  than  last  figures, 
whereas  others  remain  unchanged. 

Bichromates  op  Potash  and  Soda  are  in  very  fair  request, 
but  makers  are  not  inclined  to  sell  very  far  ahead  at  present  low 
rates.  Bichromates  of  potash,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries, 
3(7.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent  Glasgow,  whilst  export  figure  is  2f(7. 
per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English  and 
Scotch  deliveries,  2^(7.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent.  Glasgow,  and 
export  2(7.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Lead  Compounds  rule  steady  at  unchanged  rates,  with  fairly 
active  demand.  White  acetate  of  lead,  257.  10s.  per  ton,  less 
2g  per  cent.  Glasgow.  Brown  acetate  of  lead,  167.  10s.  per  ton, 
less  2^  per  cent.  Glasgow.  Nitrate  of  lead,  227.  lO.s.  to  237.  per 
ton,  less  2h  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Satinite  in  improved  demand,  and  forward  sales  have  recently 
been  good  at  unchanged  figures  of  62s.  6<-7.  to  65s.  per  ton,  free  on 
rails  or  free  on  board,  Liverpool,  in  usual  casks. 

Becoyered  Sulphur  steadily  maintains  a  very  firm  position 
in  price  at  57.  5s.  to  57.  10s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails,  in  bags.  General 
demand  keeps  up  well. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  November  18. 

Beeswax  (Chilian). — Sales  have  been  made  in  store  at  from 
77.  5s.  to  77.  15s.  per  cwt ,  according  to  quality. 

Calabar  Beans.— Sales  have  been  at  8(7.  per  lb.,  which  is  a 
slight  decline. 

Canary-seed.— We  have  to  report  sales  of  Turkish  at  63s.  6/7. 
per  qr.  Sellers  are  now  firm  at  70s.  per  qr.  in  store.  The  small 
quantity  of  Morocco  offered  has  been  sold  at  65s.  per  qr.,  and 
there  is  no  more  now  available. 

Carnauba  Wax.— Bather  firmer  at  87s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  for  grey, 
and  as  high  as  105s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  for  yellow. 

Castor  On.— There  is  a  moderate  inquiry  for  spot-parcels, 
and  offerings  of  second-pressure  French  are  still  somewhat  limited 
at  2ik7.,  of  first-pressure  Belgian  at  2\d.,  and  of  first- pressure 
French  at  2^/7.,  but  sellers  stdl  offer  good  seconds  Calcutta,  in 
store,  at  2f7d,  to  2JfZ.,  and  on  the  quay  at  2T:,B<?.  to  2fyl,  with 
25  cases  reported  at  the  latter  figure. 

Chillies  (Sierra  Leone).— Further  sales  of  poor  quality 
have  been  made  at  ^3s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  in  store. 

Cream  of  Tartar.— One  agent  has  raised  his  price  about  3s. 
per  cwt.,  owing  to  tho  advance  of  crude  t.irtar. 

Irish  Moss  (Common).— The  small  lots  offering  in  first  hands 
have  all  been  sold.  There  does  not  seem  any  chance  of  further 
quantities  coming  forward  just  at  present. 

Quill aia-b ark. — We  have  to  report  a  further  small  arrival, 
which  is  held  firmly  at  217.  10s  per  ton. 

Sulphate  op  Copper. — Makers  are  firm  in  their  quotations  at 
207.  for  prompt  and  207. 10s.  for  forward  shipme  it. 

American  Drug=  market. 

Nen-  York,  November  10. 

Business  is  fairly  good,  though  the  drug-market  has  by  no 
means  an  active  appearance. 

Beeswax  is  in  light  supply,  and  the  market  is  firmer.  Ordinary 
yellow  wax  is  held  at  29nc. 

Cascara  Sagrada.— Demand  has  fallen  off,  and  the  market  is 
weak.  New  bark  is  offered  at  14c.  and  old  at  lBhc  ,  but  lower 
prices  are  expected  as  the  season  advances. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  firm  at  unchanged  prices. 

Damiana-leaves.— Small  lots  are  obtainable  at  8ic.,  but  9c.  ia 
the  general  firm  quotation. 

Japan  Wax  is  quiet  but  firm  at  15Ac.  to  16c 

Menthol  is  easier  and  demand  is  poor,  $6.50  will  buy  on  the 
spot,  and  $6.25  to  arrive. 

Mandrake  has  sold  up  to  8Ac,  and  10c.  is  the  quotation  for  spot 
goods.    Supplies  are  very  light. 

Opium  is  depressed.  Demand  is  very  small,  and  quotations  of 
$3.15  can  be  shaded. 

Oil  op  Peppermint  is  weak  and  unsettled.  Dealers  will  sell 
at  $2.55,  and  possibly  at  $2.50.    HGH  is  fairly  steady  at  $3.25. 

Quinine  is  not  in  large  demand,  and  quotations  are  un- 
changed. Second-hands  offer  German  at  24c.  to  24Jc,  and  Java 
at  23c.  to  23*0. 

Sarsaparilla.— Mexican  is  easier,  and  in  better  supply.  On 
the  spot  13c.  will  buy,  and  to  arrive  dealers  will  sell  at  11c 
Business  is  light. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  November  17. 

Our  drug-market  shows  a  fair  business,  although  prices  have 
undergone  little  change  since  last  week. 

Agar-agar  is  steady  at  from  300m.  to  330m.  per  100  kilos.,  as 
to  quality. 
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Antimony  is  firmer  at  23m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam,  Peru,  is  tending  firmer,  10m.  per  kilo,  being  asked. 

Camphor  is  firm,  refined  being  quoted  420m.  per  100  kilo3. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  quiet  at  165m.  per  1C0  kiloF. 

Ergot  is  quiet  at  330m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  steady  at  13m.  for  Rio  and  11m,  for  Cartagena. 

Lycopodium  is  strong  at  510m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  for  forward  delivery  is  quited  47m.  to  48m.  per  kilo. 

Senega  is  very  firm  at  740m.  per  100  kiloi. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  very  strong  at  112m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed).— Castor  is  quiet,  first  pressing  in  barrels  on  the 
spot  being  quoted  41m.,  and  forward  delivery  40m.  per  100  kilos. 
Rape  is  steady  at  48m.  per  100  kilos.,  duty  free.  Chinese  wood  on 
the  spot  is  57m.,  and  forward  delivery  53m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential).— Star  anise  is  firm  at  lO^m.  per  kilo. 
Peppermint  <HGH)  is  quoted  14m.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  de- 
mentholised  17Am.  per  kilo. 

Cod=Hver  Oil. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  mentions  that  a  cod  liver-oil 
agent  in  that  city,  in  reporting  by  circular  upon  the  importatioa 
of  cod-liyer  oil  into  the  United  States,  mentions  that  the  Custom 
import-list  for  a  certain  Norwegian  port  shows  the  receipt  of  600 
barrels  of  foreign  cod  liver  oil  there.  The  agent  alleges  that  this 
is  sophisticated  oil,  and  we  mention  the  mitter  because  it  has 
created  some  stir  in  New  York  circles.  We  have  at  present  no 
means  of  confirming  the  allegations,  which  are  obviously  intended 
to  injure  a  trade-competitor. 

Cocoanut  Oil. 

The  report  for  1902  of  the  Rotterdam  Chamber  of  Commerce 
draws  attention  to  cocoanut  oil  as  a  raw  miterial  of  the  margarine- 
industry.  Already  in  the  past  small  quantities  of  the  commodity 
■were  used  for  the  purpose,  but  since  the  success  of  the  attempts 
to  neutralise  the  cocoanut  oil  and  render  it  all  but  scentless  and 
flavourless,  its  consumption  hag  greatly  increased,  especially  as 
the  margarine  industry  found  itself  compelled  to  loak  out  for 
cheaper  raw  materials.  There  is  no  doubt,  adds  the  report,  that 
this  neutralised  cocoanut  oil  is  a  vegetable  fat,  the  use  of  which, 
as  a  constituent  substance  of  mirgeirine,  is  open  to  no  objection 
whatever,  and  it  is  of  fairly  high  nutritious  value. 

A  CitroneI!a=oil  Case. 

At  Colombo,  on  October  12,  judgment  was  delivered  in  the 
case  in  which  Messrs.  Charles  Mackwood  &  Co.  sued  Mr.  S.  H.  J. 
De  Silva,  of  Weligama,  for  breach  of  contract  to  supply  10  tons  of 
citronella  oil  to  be  delivered  within  twenty-four  days  (see 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Supplement,  October  24).  The 
Judge  held  that  the  plaintiffs  were  mistaken  in  the  remedy  they 
sought,  and  that  there  was  no  cause  of  action  against  the  de- 
fendant. The  defendant  was  no  party  to  the  shipment  [16  drums, 
to  New  York — all  that  wa3  obtained,  3  drums  being  got  in  open 
market],  which  was  merely  a  speculation  on  the  pirt  of  the  plain 
tiffs.  He  also  held  that  the  former  judgment  was  a  bar  to  the 
present  claim.  The  plaintiff's  action  was  therefore  dismissed, 
with  costs. 

London  and  Amsterdam  Cinchona- auctions. 

The  following  are  the  dates  on  which  the  monthly  cinchona- 
auctions  will  be  held  in  London  next  year,  and  for  reference  we 
also  give  in  brackets  the  dates  fixed  for  the  ten  Amsterdam  auctions, 
as  per  our  issue  of  October  24 : 


Janti  iry 

19 

[28] 

February 

16 

March 

15 

[  3] 

April 

19 

[  7] 

May 

10 

[19] 

June 

14 

[23] 

July 

12 

[28] 

August 

9 

September 

13 

[  n 

October 

18 

[  6] 

November 

15 

[10] 

December 

6 

[151 

The  Future  of  Cascara  Sajrada. 

Authoritative  information  comes  to  us  from  a  reliable  source  in 
Oregon  regarding  the  future  of  cascara  sagrada,  in  respect  to 
rumours  which  have  been  current  during  the  past  few  weeks. 
The  information  is  in  respeit  to  prices,  which  will  be  much  higher 
in  the  near  future,  according  to  the  Oregon  advices  ;  but  the  more 
serious  matter  is  in  regard  to  the  future  supplies.  According  to 
this  authority,  in  two  years  therd  will  be  no  more  cascara  sagrada 
in  the  United  States — that  is,  no  more  of  the  trees  which  yield  the 
bark — the  sources  being  at  present  nearly  exhausted.  It  is 
possible  to  live  without  cascara  sagrada,  which  is  a  comparatively 
modern  drug,  but  there  is  no  question  of  the  fact  that,  vast 
though  United  States  territory  is,  the  whole  tendency  as  regards 
natural  drugs  is  towards  dinrnution  of  supplies,  and  this  is  par- 
ticularly true  of  cascara  sagrada,  which  has  been  harvested  in  & 
prodigal  manner  during  the  past  twenty  years,  and  no  means 
have,  so  far,  been  taken  to  replenish  the  wa3te  by  deforesting. 


Zanzibar  Clove=crop. 

The  British  Vice-Consul  at  Pemba  estimates  that  the  output  of 
cloves  in  Pemba  this  year  will  be  less  than  that  of  last  year  by 
at  least  60  per  cent.  On  September  19  the  price  jumped  to 
R3.10  per  frasila  (about  4i<7.  per  lb.),  which  is  stated  to  be  the 
highest  figure  touched  within  a  period  of  some  twenty  years  past. 
The  results  of  this  year's  picking  (says  the  Zanzibar  Consul- 
General,  who  sends  the  report  to  the  Foreign  Office)  are  likely  to 
be  relatively  as  poor  in  Zanzibar  as  they  apparently  will  be  in 
Pemba,  and  during  the  last  week  (September  25)  the  local  clove- 
market  has  been  in  a  state  of  intense  excitement,  "good  Zanzibar  " 
having  reached  the  unprecedented  price  of  Rs.16,  8a.  per 
frasila .  (nearly  7%d.  per  lb. >.  This  remarkable  rise  has  doubtless 
been  brought  about  to  some  extent  by  the  prospective  shortage 
in  the  crop,  but  it  is  chiefly  due,  both  here  and  in  Pemba,  to  specu- 
lation on  the  part  of  a  wealthy  Indian  merchant,  who  is  trying  to 
make  a  corner  in  Bombay. 

Bleaching=powder. 

In  a  discussion  on  fiscal  reform  in  the  columns  of  the  Man- 
chester Guardian,  Mr.  Alfred  Mond  has  questioned  the  accuracy 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  information  regarding  the  falling-off  in  the 
decomposition  of  salt  in  the  manufacture  of  alkalies.  Mr  Allan 
Thomson,  of  Blackburn,  replies  with  reference  to  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  bleaching-powder  to  and  from  this  country, 
stating  that  Mr.  Mond  does  not  mention  that  for  several  years,  and 
up  to  the  end  of  1902,  an  agreement  existed  between  tha  German 
and  English  makers  of  bleaching-powder  to  regulate  the  price,  and 
so  to  control  the  exportation  and  importation  of  this  article  to  and 
from  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent.  Mr.  Mond  showed  pre- 
viously that  in  1902  England  exported  44,000  tons  of  bleaching- 
powder,  as  agiinst  29,000  tons  by  Germany,  and  that  of  this 
29,003  tons  only  8,000  tons  came  to  this  country.  Mr.  Thomson 
wants  to  know  how  much  of  the  21,000  tons  remaining  of  the 
German  exports  went  to  neutral  markets  and  to  our  colonies 
which  were  formerly  supplied  by  us  ?  He  is  informed  that  since 
January  of  this  year,  when  the  agreement  with  the  Germans 
broke  down,  the  exports  from  Germany  to  this  country  and  to 
neutral  markets  have  largely  increased,  and  that  the  Germans 
have  "dumped"  thi3  article  here  and  sold  it  as  low  as  3i.  5s.  per 
ton.  They  have  been  able  to  do  this  by  keeping  the  price  up  in 
their  own  country  and  selling  the  article  at  less  than  cost  price 
here.  Concluding,  Mr.  Thomson  ask3  for  information  as  to  what 
was  the  import  of  bleaching  powder  to  this  country  btfore  the 
agreement  came  into  force. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &<e ,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  November  11  to  17, 
inclusive :  Acetone  (@  Fiume),  10 ;  acid,  acetic  (@  Fiume) 
50  bins.,  (@  Hamburg)  35  cbys.,  (@  Terneuzen)  60 ;  acid,  citric 
(@  Bordeaux),  22 ;  acid,  tartaric  (@  Rotterdam1,  10 ;  albumen  (@ 
Havre),  20;  aloes  (@  Mossel  Bay),  31;  alum  (@  Genoa',  30; 
aniseed  (@  Hong-Kong),  10  ;  arsenic  (@  Hamburg),  36  ;  benzoin 
(@  Singapore)  87,  30  in  tr.;  bleaching-powder  (@  Antwerp!  21, 
(@  Himburg)  79,  (@  Treport)  117;  bromine  (@  Hamburg), 
167  cs. ;  Calabar  beans  (@  W.C.  Africa',  5;  cardamoms  (@ 
Colombo),  35;  caraway-seed  (@  Rotterdam1,  20;  cassia  fistula 
(@  Amsterdam),  9;  cinchona  v@  Amsterdam)  724,  (@  Lisbon)  79, 
(@  Valparaiso)  16  ;  cloves  (@  Hamburg1,  1,199  bis.;  coca-leaves 
(@  Mollendo),  37;  cochineal  (@  Lis  Palmas)  38,  (@  Teneriffe) 
40, 19  in  tr.,  (@  Grand  Canary)  10 ;  coriander-seed  (@  Hamburg) 
225,  (@  St.  Petersburg)  115 ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Marseilles)  28, 
(@  Bordeaux)  43  ;  cuttlefish-bone  (@  Fiume),  5 ;  drugs  (@  New 
York)  122  cs.,  (@  Dieppe)  53,  (@  Marseilles)  232,  (@  Leghorn) 
173,  (@  Trieste)  270;  ergot  (@  Vigo),  33;  fenugreek- se ad  (@ 
Tangier),  100;  formaldehyde  (@  Rotterdam)  10,  (@  Stettinl27; 
gambter,  cubes  (@  Singapore),  93;  gentian  (@  Santander)  60  bis., 
(@  Marseilles)  19;  glycerin  (@  Havre)  60,  (@  Hamburg)  20; 
gum  arabic  (@  Alexandria),  327  bgs. ;  honey  (@  Leghorn)  40  cs., 
(@  Valparaiso)  124  ;  insect-powder  (@  Fiume),  10  kgs. ;  iodine  (@ 
Valparaiso),  in  tr.  40;  juniper-berries  (@  Leghorn),  250  ;  kola  (@ 
W.C.  Africa),  12  ;  lead  acetate  (@  Hamburg)  14,  l@  Stettin)  18 ; 
oil,  castor  (@  Calcutta),  149 ;  oil,  chaulmoogra  ((©Calcutta),  20; 
oil,  cod-liver  (@  Aalesund)  128  brls  ,  (@  St.  John's,  Nfld  )  16  cks., 
(@  Christiania)  10  cs.;  oil,  eucalyptus  (@  Melbourne)  247  cs  ,  (@ 
Adelaide)  30  C3. ;  oil,  mustard  (@  Calcutta),  50  cs. ;  oil,  patchouli 
(@  Singapore),  5;  oils,  essential  (@  Hong-Kong)  30,  (@  Messina) 
40 ;  opium  (@  Salonica)  23,  (@  Marseilles)  42,  (@  Calcutta)  30  ; 
orris  (@  Leghorn),  20;  pot.  chlorate  (@  Treport',  120;  pot. 
cyanide  i@  Hamburg),  40;  pot.  pruss.  (@  Paris),  19;  quicksilver 
(@  Almeria),  13 ;  quinine  (@  Batavia),  63  cs. ;  rhubarb  (@ 
Shanghai1,  14  cs. ;  saffron  (@  Valencia),  1;  sal  ammoniac  (@ 
Amsterdam),  7;  sarsaparilla  (@  New  York),  50;  shellac  83, 
button  lac  620 ;  squill  (@  Fiume),  5 ;  soda  chlorate  ((S)  Gothen- 
burg), 40 ;  tartar  (@  Marseilles)  20,  (@  Rotterdam)  20,  (@  Bor- 
deaux) 13;  tartar  emetic  (@  Stettin),  3;  tragacanth  (@  Bombay), 
40 ;  turmeric  (@  Bombay1,  112 ;  wax,  bees'  (@  Valparaiso),  23. 
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TKIUnter  Seasion. 


Chemical  Society. 

The  first  Wednesday  meetiDg  of  the  session  was  held  at 
BurliDgton  Hoa-e  on  the  afternoon  of  November  18.  the  chair 
beiDg  taken  by  the  President,  Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden,  F.R  S.  The 
first  paper  was  contributed  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Girvan,  and  dealt 
with 

The  Desiccation  op  Gases  by  Freezing. 
The  author  found  that  simple  immersion  of  a  glass  vessel, 
containing  an  explosive  mixture  of  carbon  monoxide  and 
oxygen,  in  liquid  air  is  insufficient  to  destroy  the  explosi- 
bility  of  the  mixture  by  freezing  out  the  water- vapour.  If, 
however,  the  explosive  mixture  is  passed  through  a  long, 
previously  dried  spiral,  immersed  in  liquid  air,  the  issuing 
gas  is  so  dry  that  it  can  no  longer  be  exploded  by  electric 
sparks.  Further  experiments  were  then  made,  using  other 
cooliDg  agents,  and  it  was  found  that  so  long  as  the  explosive 
mixture  of  carbon  monoxide  and  oxygen  is  cooled  below 
-62°  C,  its  explosibility  is  destroyed.  Exposure  to  tem- 
peratures between  -62°  and  -35°  C.  greatly  inhibits  the 
explosibility  of  the  mixture,  whilst  at  temperatures  above 
-35°  C.  no  diminution  of  (he  explosibility  is  produced. 
The  author  showed  an  experiment  in  which  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  dry  beyond  the  explosive  limits  a  mixture  of 
hydrogen  and  oxygen  by  immersion  in  liquid  air.  The  tube 
containing  the  mixed  gases  was  heated  by  a  Bunsen  burner, 
and  the  contents  exploded,  illustrating  the  difficulty  the 
author  had  already  referred  to,  of  freeing  the  inner  surface  of 
glass  vessels,  by  this  method,  from  a  film  of  water. 

In  the  discussion  the  President  said  that  these  experiments 
seemed  to  indicate  that  the  presence  of  a  certain  number  of 
molecules  of  water  is  necessary  to  the  propagation  of 
chemical  reaction  in  such  mixtures,  and  he  inquired 
whether  Mr.  Girvan  had  attemped  to  calculate  the  number 
of  molecules  of  water  present  in  the  gas  mixture  between 
the  limiting  temperatures  -  62°  and  -  35°.  This  the 
author  stated  he  had  not  done,  but  he  hazarded  the  opinion 
that  the  limiting  concentration  of  the  water  molecules  in 
this  particular  set  of  experiments  appeared  to  be  about 
1  in  100,000.  The  second  paper,  read  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin, 
Sen.,  described 

A  Simplified  Form  of  Zeisel's  Apparatus 
in  which  the  vertical  condenser,  with  water  at  45°  C. ,  th  e  wash- 
bottle  containing  amorphous  phosphorus  and  water  and  other 
complications,  which  rendered  the  or  jginal  apparatus  unwieldy, 
are  done  away  with.  An  ordinary  distilling  flask,  with  a 
somewhat  elongated  neck,  is  employed ;  its  side-arm,  which 
is  arranged  to  slope  slightly  upwards,  is  connected  to  a  tube 
passing  into  the  usual  wash-bottle  containing  an  alcoholic 
solution  of  silver  nitrate,  connected  to  a  second  similar  wash- 
bottle,  serving  as  a  guard  against  the  escape  of  methyliodide, 
in  case  of  a  sudden  evolution  of  the  latter.  The  apparatus 
has  been  used  for  the  estimation  of  methoxyl  in  a  number  of 
substances,  including  guoscopine  and  protopine,  and  has  given 
good  results.    Dr.  Moody  then  read  a  paper  on 

The  Rusting  of  Iron, 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  non-formation  of 
rust  when  iron  is  immersed  in  aqueous  solutions  of  sodium 
nitrite  or  potassium  ferrocyanide  is  due,  not  as  Dunstan 
suggested,  to  the  destruction  of  hydrogen  peroxide  by  these 
salts,  but  to  the  removal  of  carbon  dioxide  from  the  air  in 
contact  with  the  solutions.  His  experiments  have  shown 
that  both  these  salts  are  decomposed  by  carbon  dioxide, 
with  the  liberation  of  nitrous  and  prussic  acids  respectively. 
He  also  found  that  solutions  of  hydrogen  peroxide,  when 
freed  from  traces  of  phosphoric  or  sulphuric  acid,  attack 
iron  extremely  slowly.  From  the  results  of  these  and 
previous  experiments  he  argued  that  the  old  carbon  dioxide 
theory  of  rusting  is  more  likely  to  be  the  true  one  than  the 
hydrogen  peroxide  theory  advanced  by  Dunstan. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Dr.  Divers  stated  that, 
in  his  experience,  pure  sodium  nitrite  in  aqueous  solution  is 
not  decomposed  by  carbon  dioxide,  and  Sir  William 
Ramsay  pointed  out  that  the  liberation  of  prussic  acid  from 
potassium  ferrocyanide  by  carbon  dioxide,  if  further  experi- 


'  ments  substantiated  the  accuracy  of  the  observation, 
furnishes  the  long-scught  evidence  that  iron  "ions"  exist  in 
aqueous  solutions  of  potassium  ferrocyanide.  The  President 
seated  that  in  his  opinion  the  rusting  of  iron  is  of  too 
complex  a  character  to  be  explained  by  any  single  reaction  ; 
and  he  suggested  that,  although  the  initiation  of  rusting 
might  be  due  to  the  action  of  carbon  dioxide  and  its  con- 
tinuation the  result  of  the  formation  and  decomposition 
of  minute  quantities  of  hydrogen  peroxide,  a  considerable 
part  must  also  be  played  by  obscure  electrolytic  processes. 
The  titles  of  the  remaining  papers  were  then  read  by  the 
Junior  Secretary,  and  this  concluded  the  business. 

London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Viaduct  Hotel 
on  Wednesday  afternoon,  November  18,  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney 
presiding  over  about  two  dozen  members.  After  a  few  pre- 
liminary remarks  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Betty  (Hon.  Secretary),  in 
which  he  congratulated  Mr.  Idris  on  his  election  to  the 
mayoralty  of  St.  Paneras,  and  foreshadowed  the  doings  of 
the  coming  session,  the  Chairman  called  upon  Mr.  John 
Humphrey  to  read  a  paper  on 

Chemists  and  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts. 

Mr.  Humphrey  first  spoke  of  what  a  person  may  do  under  the 
Acts  if  he  stamps  a  medicine  ;  then  he  explained  the  law  as 
regards  the  sale  of  entire  diugs  unstamped,  and  how  com- 
pounded medicines  C(  me  under  the  gereral  charge  of  duty 
at  the  same  time  mentioning  the  advantages  to  chemists  of 
Exemption  3.  The  recent  change  in  regard  to  naming  of 
organs  or  parts  of  the  body  was  next  mentioned,  and  Mr. 
Humphrey  gave  a  list  of 

NON-DUTIABLE  TITLES, 

which  included  those  referring  to  the  organs  of  the  body 
given  in  the  C.  $  B.,  October  31,  page  735,  besides  some 
others  of  the  same  nature,  and  general  titles  as  follows  : 


Alterative  mixture 
Alterative  pills 
Anodyne  mixture 
Anodyne  pills 
Antiseptic  throat-pastilles 
Aperient  pills 
Apeiient  powders 
Astringent  mixture 
Blood  purifier 
Blood-purifying  pills 
Bowel-mixture 
Breast-lotion 
Brompton  mixture 
Bronchial  and  throat  tablets 
Bronchial  balsam 
Bronchial  elixir 
Bronchial  glycerin-lozenges 
Bronchial  lozenges 
Brochial  mixtures 
Cardiac  tonic 
Cathartic  and  liver  pills 
Cathartic  pills 
Chelsea  pensioner 
Chest  and  lung  embrocation 
Children's  aperient  powders 
Children's  cooling-powders 
Children's  powders 
Cooling-powders 
Dandelion  and  podopli.  liver- 
pills 
Digestive  candy 
Digestive  lozenge3 
Digestive  mixture 
Digestive  pills 
Emmenagogue-pills 
Eje-salve 
Female  mixture 
Female  pills 


Foot-powder 

Hepatic  mixture 

Hepatic  pills 

Infants'  mixture 

Infants'  powders 

Laxative  pills 

Laxative  powders 

Laxative  tablets 

Liver  and  blood  purify  ing  pills 

Liver-cleanser 

Liver-invigorator 

Lung  and  bronchial  tonic 

Lung-tonic 

Nervine  essence 

Nervino  tonic 

Operating  pills 

Pectoral  balsam 

Pectoral  lozenges 

Pectoral  lung-tonic 

Pectoral  mixture 

Pulmonic  elixir 

Purifying  blood-pills 

Purifyingheadandstomach  pills 

Quinine  and-iron  tonic 

Skin  and  blood  purifier 

Skin-tablet 

Soothing-syrup 

Stomachic  mixture 

Stomachic  pills 

Toilet-cream  for  chapped  hands 
Tonic  mixture 
Tonic  throat-mixture 
Tooth-tincture 

Universal  household  embroca- 
tion 
Uterine  tocic 
Voice  and  throat  lozenges 
Voice-lozenges 


He  also  gave  a  list  of  titles  referring  to  ailments,  which, 
included  "  cures,"  drops,  lotions,  mixtures,  ointments,  pills, 
powders,  or  other  form  of  medicine  for  one  or  other  of  the 
following  ailments :  acne,  anemia,  apoplexy,  asthma, 
bachache,  bile,  boils,  bowel- CDmplaint,  bronchitis,  cancer, 
catarrh,  chilblains,  chlorosis,  cholera,  cold,  colic,  corns, 
cough,  croup,  diarrbcea,  dropsy,  dyspepsia,  earache,  eczema, 
erysipelas,  fever,  gleet,  gonorrhce  t,  gout,  gravel,  gripes,  hay- 
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ftver,  headache,  indigestion,  inflaenza,  insomnia,  itch, 
jaundice,  lumbago,  measles,  migraine,  neuralgia,  obesity 
(cure),  piles,  rheumatism,  ringworm,  sciatica,  scurvy,  sprains, 
teething,  tic  dolereux,  tic,  toothache,  warts,  water,  whooping- 
cough,  wind,  and  worms.  To  these  were  added  such  adjec- 
tival forms  as  "  anticonstipation."  "antispasmodic,"  and 
"  scorbutic."  Finally  Mr.  Humphrey  spoke  about  some 
things  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  since  the  body  of 
his  paper  was  written.  He  mentioned  first  the  law  as  to 
breaking  of  stamped  packets  (see  G.  %  B.,  October  10, 
page  625),  and  as  to  cigarettes  and  asthma-cures  (see  C.  §  D., 
October  21,  page  694 ;  November  7,  page  775;  and  Novem- 
ber 14,  page  803).  He  also  explained  how  soaps,  toilet- 
preparations,  and  perfumes  may  be  made  dutiable.  - 

Discussion. 

The  Chairman  having  called  for  discussion,  a  Member 
i  aid  that  the  Inland  Revenue  had  endeavoured  to  catch  him 
( ria  twopenny  box  of  cough-lozenges,  but  his  friend  Michael 
Carteighe  brought  him  off  with  flying  colours. 

The  Chairman  said  the  position  of  the  wholesaler  is  an 
exceedingly  difficult  one,  for  if  he  goes  to  the  Inland  Revenue 
and  asks  for  exemption  for  himself  he  naturally  spoils  the 
position  of  the  retail  chemist  and  druggist,  for  he  shows 
that  in  some  degree,  at  least,  every  retailer  does  not  put  up 
his  own  proprietaries.  The  wholesalers  are,  therefore,  not 
desirous  of  weakening  the  position  of  the  retailer.  As  he 
(Mr.  Umney)  showed  in  a  letter  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  (see  C.  $  D.,  October  31,  page  752),  there  are 
many  ways  of  getting  over  the  difficulty,  but  for  the  reason 
he  had  named  the  wholesalers  are  not  anxious  to  press  them. 
Meanwhile,  he  had  asked  the  Inland  Revenue  to  state 
whether  or  not  a  rcommf  nded  medicine  is  made  liable  by 
the  first  utterer.  If  that  were  held  then  the  wholesaler 
would  have  to  staxp  a  medicine  which  the  retailer,  by  virtue 
of  his  exemption,  could  sell  unstamped,  yet  the  retailer 
wiuld  commit  a  misdemeanour  if  he  removed  the  stamp. 
(Laughter.)  So  far  he  had  received  no  reply  from  the 
Board  in  answer  to  his  query,  and  if  time  went  on  and  no 
statement  appeared  he  presumed  it  would  be  necessary  to  go 
on  and  chance  it.  and  if  any  action  was  taken  against  them 
he  supposed  tie  Drrg  trade  Appeal  Fund  would  step  in  and 
have  the  matter  threshed  out. 

Mr.  Leo  Atkinson,  on  being  called  upon,  said  he  had 
nothing  new  to  add  except  that  the  wisest  course  was  to 
leave  the  matter  alone.  Better  advantages  would  accrue  to 
the  chemist  by  1hat  policy  than  by  all  the  agitation  that  was 
going  on,  which  was  merely,  in  his  opinion,  opening  the  eyes 
of  their  opponents. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Burton  inquired  whether  a  manufacturer  of 
dutiable  packed  preparations,  such  as !  children's  powders, 
cjuM  sell  single  powders  retail  unstamped. 

Mr.  Humphrey  was  not  sure  on  the  point,  but  thought  he 
could  not ;  whereupon  Mr.  Burton  stated  that  some  years 
ago  the  Board  had  informed  him  that,  provided  he  did  not 
sell  the  powders  from  a  stamped  packet,  he  could  sell  single 
powders  retail  even  with  the  possessive  case  on  the  label. 

Mr.  R.  Wiilson  inquired  whether  Mr  Hurrphrey  had 
ascertained  how  long  the  present  reading  ot  fie  Act 
was  going  to  last,  and  Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  wanted  to  know 
whether  a  dutiable  article  in  a  mixture  prescribed  bv  a 
doctor  requires  a  stamp.  Mr.  Leo  Atkinson  said  it  did ; 
whereupon  Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  with  some  warmth,  and 
amid  considerable  applause,  denounced  the  absurdity  of  snzh 
an.  action.  Mr.  W.  M.  Campbell  was  doubtful  on  the 
question  of  soap.  Why  should  it  be  dutiable  when  left  to 
dry  on  and-  non-dutiable  when  washed  off?  (Laughter.) 
The  holding  of  the  Board  on  this  point  was  clearly  explained 
by  the  Chairman.      •         •  t 

Mr.  Humphrey,  in  his  reply,  said  he  thought  the  present 
interpretation  of  the  Acts  would  last  a  long  time,  and  some 
portions;  of  them,  hitherto  practically  in  abeyance,  would,  he 
thought,  be  interpreted  more  stringently.  Many  concessions 
had  been  withdrawn.  He  learned  only  a  few  days  ago  that 
the  concession  hitherto  made  regarding  the  addition  of 
colouring-matter  to  a  medicine  had  now  been  withdrawn. 
With  regard  to  dispensing  if  a  dutiable  article  were  used  in 
dispensing  a  prescription,  it  wis  liable  to  stamp-duty,  but  i'  it 
were  merely  the  ingredient  of  a  prescription,  it,  was  not  liab'e. 
"  But  supposing  you  break  the  stamp  to  fill  the  prescription  ?  ' 
came  the  query,  which  Mr.  Humphrey  answered  by  saying 


that  unstamped  bottles  could  be  obtained  for  dispensing' 
With  regard  to  a  question  that  had  been  put  to  the  Board 
regarding  a  dispensing-label  containing  the  words  "  when 
the  cough  is  troublesome,"  "  cough-mixture,"  and  so  on,  the 
Board  had  led  him  to.  understand  that  they  were  sorry  such 
a  question  had  been  raised.  Anyone  could  sell  Scott  s 
emulsion,  for  instance,  in  a  bucket,  as  the  duty  was  only  on 
packets. 

Mr.  Pond's  Scheme. 
A  paper  on  "  Federation  "  was  next  read  by  Mr.  G.  P.  Pond 
which  in  essence  sought  to  provide  a  National  Society  of 
Chemists,  to  comprise  branches  in  all  the  large  towns  in  the 
provinces,  with  a  central  Executive  in  London.  His  idea  is 
that  the  provincial  branches  would  contribute  a  certain  sum 
to  the  central  Executive ;  the  Secretaries  of  each  branch 
would  be  ex  officio  members  of  the  central  authority.  This 
authority  would  direct  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  which 
should  be  purely  democratic  in  all  particulars.  By  this 
means  he  thought  a  more  complete  consolidation  of  the 
chemists  of  the  country  would  be  obtained.  The  objects  of 
the  Society  as  set  forth  by  Mr.  Pond  would  be  to  assist  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society ;  to  watch  legislation  affecting 
chemists  ;  to  promote  legislation  ;  to  look  after  strictly  trade 
interests  (such  as  legal  cases  affecting  chemists,  adverse 
criticisms  from  coroners  in  the  Press  or  in  advertisements)  ; 
to  give  advice  to  its  members ;  and  to  encourage  chemists  to 
get  elected  upon  public  bodies.  He  argued  that  the  Federa- 
tion of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations  had  not  accom- 
plished enough,  and  moved — ■ 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  formulate  the  best  ,plan  for 
the  formation  of  a  National  Society  of  Chemists  and  report 
thereon  to  this  committee  prior  to  placiDg  the  scheme  before  a 
general  meeting. 

Mr.  Watson- Will  said  Mr.  Pond's  speech  had  to  him  a 
distinctly  Rip  van  Winkle  flavour,  as  a  "  Federatio 
ponderosus  "  such  as  Mr.  Pond  had  sketched  had  been  in 
existence  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  total  membership  of 
the  Federation  was  nearly  1,000,  and  he  read  the  rules 
of  the  Federation  of  Local  Associations,  showing  that  they 
approximate  almost  perfectly  to  Mr.  Pond's  ideal. 

Mr.  Betty  moved — 

That  the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations 
should  hold  two  geueral  meetings  yearly— one  to  take  place  on 
the  morning  after  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and 
the  other  in  London  at  such  time  a3  will  be  found  most  convenient 
for  delegates. 

He  argued  that  one  morning  was  not  enough  in  a  year  to 
discuss  the  multifarious  things  that  were  brought  forward  at 
such  a  meeting,  and  that  a  whole  day  should  be  utilised  for 
the  proceedings.  The  extra  meeting  in  London  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  many  chemists  who  could  not  attend  the 
Conference.  This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Willson, 
and  agreed  to.  After  considerable  discussion,  Mr.  Pond  was 
thanked  for  his  paper  on  federation,  but  no  action  was  taken 
in  regard  to  his  motion. 

Plymouth  Chemists'  Association. 

The  seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  trade  section  was  held 
at  7  Whimple  Street,  Plymouth,  on  November  18,  Mr.  F. 
Maitland  in  the  chair.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs. 
J.  Barge,  R.  F.  Roper,  Condy  U'Ren,  C.  T.  Weary,  S.  A. 
Perkins,  F.  A.  Goodwin,  F.  A.  Spear,  S.  Venn,  D.  Hollow. 
The  Secretary  (Mr.  S.  A.  Perkins)  submitted  the  annual 
report,  which  was  considered  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 
The  number  of  members  has  increased  and  now  stands  at 
forty-three.  Meetings  have  been  held  when  required,  and 
the  attendance  has  been  very  good.  It  having  been  felt 
that  the  rules  should  be  thoroughly  revised  and  brought  up 
to  date,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  with  this  object, 
and  after  careful  consideration  new  rules  were  drafted  and 
passed  at  a  general  meeting,  and  the  Secretary  instructed 
to  have  them  printed  and  forwarded  to  each  member.  A 
new  depot  list  has  been  prepared,  and  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  members.  The  Treasurer  (Mr.  F.  A.  Spear)  presented 
his  report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted.  There  was 
considerable  discussion  on  the  "  Cash  on  delivery  postal 
scheme,"  but  no  resolution  passed.  Mr.  Roper  moved  that 
a  system  of  "  sale  and  exchange  "  be  adopted  by  the  section, 
and  after  explaining  the  scheme  it  was  decided  to  refer  the, 
matter  back  to  the  committee  to  work  out  the  details. 
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Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  November  12, 
Mr  R.  C.  Cowley  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  members  :  Messrs.  J.  H.  Robinson, 
L.  E.  Thomas,  F.  J.  Parker,  and  Harry  Martin. 

Miscellaneous  Communications. 
A  Squill-mixture.— -Mr.  A.  S.  BUCK  said  he  had  dispensed 
the  following  for  many  years  : 

Liq.  morph.  mur  5vj. 

Acid,  nitric,  dil  5iv. 

Syr.  scilloe  ad   oiv. 

He  had  never  had  any  trouble  with  the  mixture,  but  recently 
after  some  new  syrup  of  squill  had  been  used,  the  mixture 
darkened  very  much  in  colour  after  it  had  been  made  a  day 
or  so,  and  was  very  irritating  to  the  throat  of  the  patient. 
He  got  a  new  supply  of  the  articles,  and  the  effect  was  just 
the  same.  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  thought  it  would  be  very 
important  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  this,  but  he  did  not  think 
there  should  be  anything  to  produce  the  darkening  Mr. 
Buck  spoke  of.  Dr.  Symes  said  it  was  a  matter  that  could 
not  very  well  be  discussed,  but  the  best  thing  would  be  to 
make  experiments  with  a  view  of  finding  out  the  solution. 
He  suggested  addiDg  the  nitric  acid  to  the  syrup  of  squill,  so 
that  the  acid  should  not  react  on  the  morphia. 

Belladonna  Plasters.— Mr.  Thabratt  asked  if  any  of  the 
members  had  anything  to  say  further  with  regard  to  bella- 
donna plasters,  and  Mr.  Cowley  observed  that,  made 
according  to  the  present  B.P.,  they  had  a  very  irritating 
effect.  Mr.  Buck  said  a  chemist  had  asked  him  if  he  could 
supply  a  large  plaster  and  he  spread  one  for  him,  and  about 
a  week  later  the  chemist  inquired  for  another.  He  mentioned 
this  to  show  that  in  some  pharmacies  they  do  not  spread 
plasters. 

Radium. — Dr.  Symes  said  he  had  a  small  specimen  cf 
radium  which  he  proposed  to  exhibit  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  He  had  been  reading  papers  regarding  it  and 
explained  some  of  its  properties.  The  specimen,  which  was 
shown  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  created  great  interest. 

Old  Books. — Mr.  J.  Shacklady  suggested  that  an  evening 
should  be  spent  by  each  member  exhibiting  some  old  and 
interesting  book  connected  with  the  trade,  as  he  thought 
most  of  the  members  would  have  some  old  book  which 
would  be  of  interest.  He  had  brought  with  him  one 
entitled  "  The  Chemical  Directory  and  Pharmaceutist's 
Compendium,"  and  he  quoted  many  interesting  and  amusing 
thirigs  from  it.  Some  of  the  members  expressed  their 
willingness  to  bring  old  books. 

Tlie  Refractometer.—Kr.  H.  B.  Shilston  attended  and 
gave  a  demonstration  of  the  method  of  examining  oils  in  the 
refractometer  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  their  genuineness. 
Reference  was  made  to  the  paper  contributed  by  Mr.  E. 
Dowzard,  F.C.S.,  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
August  29.  Mr.  COWLEY  said  it  was  a  very  interesting  exhibi- 
tion, and  he  thought  it  a  good  thing  that  wholesale  houses 
should  take  such  great  care  over  various  samples.  Dr. 
Symes,  in  endorsirg  Mr.  Cowley's  remarks,  said  it  was 
much  easier  for  wholesale  houses  to  deal  with  the  matter, 
because  a  large  number  of  samples  could  be  examined  with 
the  same  ease  as  a  small  number,  and  to  a  large  extent  the 
pharmacist  would  have  to  rely  on  the  care  of  the  wholesale 
house  he  deals  with. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  then  read  a  paper  on 

NlTROMURIATIC  ACID — DILUTE  AND  STRONG. 

By  R.  C.  Cowley  and  J.  P.  Catford. 

On  undertaking  to  investigate  "the  rate  at  which  nitric 
and  hydrochloric  acids  attack  each  other  from  day  to  day," 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  determine  whether  any  reaction 
takes  place  at  the  moment  of  mixing.  Standardised  solu- 
tions of  the  two  acids,  comparing  weighed  quantities  of  each 
separately  with  normal  alkali,  of  which  30  c  c.  required 
lOc.c.  (10  89  grams)  of  the  nitric  acid  and  10  c.c.  (10  47 
grams)  of  the  hydrochloric,  neutralised  the  same  amount  of 
the  alkali.  A  mixture  of  the  diluted  acids,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  six  volumes  of  dilute  nitric  and  five  volumes  of 
hydrochloric,  fairly  represents  the  official  preparation  as  to 
relative  proportions  of  the  acids,  and  the  rather  smaller 
proportion  of  water  favours  reaction  taking  place.  From 


the  day  of  mixing  quantities  were  weighed  and  titrated  daily, 
requiring  at  least  30  c.c.  of  alkali,  so  that  a  loss  of  acid 
value  of  one  three-hundredth  would  be  detected,  but  the  pro- 
portion of  alkali  required  remained  invariable — so  mono- 
tonously that  the  daily  titrations  were  suspended,  and  only 
weekly  ones  taken ;  still  no  perceptible  change,  so  that  it 
may  be  relied  on  that  the  decomposition,  if  any,  is  less  tbaa 
0  4  per  cent.  Several  mixtures  of  the  dilute  acid  were  tried, 
in  various  proportions — e.g.,  acid.  nit.  dil.  one  volume  to 
three  volumes  of  dilute  hydrochloric — the  results  were  always 
that  they  required  exactly  three  volumes  of  the  normal  alkali 
to  neutralise  one  volume  of  mixed  acids.  The  authors  re- 
ferred to  the  paper  (1869),  upon  which  is  based  the  B.P. 
description  that  acid,  nitro-hydrochlor.  dil.  is  an  aqueous 
solution  of  free  chlorine,  hydrochloric,  nitric,  and  nitrous 
acids,  and  they  tried  whether  dilute  nitric  acid  exposed 
to  the  light  would  contain  any  nitrous  acid,  for  they  found 
none  in  the  strong  acid.  Testing  dilute  acid  exposed  to  the 
light,  with  potassium  iodide  and  ammonium  sulphocyanate 
as  the  reagents,  they  found  a  trace  of  nitrous  acid,  but  none 
in  a  sample  of  the  acid  kept  in  the  dark,  and  a  sample  of 
dilute  nitromuriatic  acid  kept  in  the  light  gave  no  greater 
liberation  of  iodine  than  the  dilute  nitric  acid,  as  it  should 
have  done  if  free  chlorine  had  been  present.  They  there- 
fore concluded  that  when  there  is  sufficient  water  piescnt 
to  hold  in  solution  all  the  gaseous  products  that  must 
be  evolved  to  liberate  free  chlorine  it  is  no  more 
reasonable  to  speak  of  nitrous  acid  and  chlorine  as 
being  in  the  same  solution  than  to  call  brine  a 
solution  of  sodium  hydrate  and  hydrochloric  acid.  But 
the  authors  were  not  satisfied  to  let  the  matter  rest 
there.  They  mixed  18  c.c.  of  strong  hydrochloric  acid  and 
4  c.c.  of  strong  nitric  acid,  covered  the  bottle  with  a  watch- 
glass,  and  allowed  it  to  stand  in  a  fume  chamber  for  live 
days.  The  mixed  liquids  increased  in  weight  by  0'29  gram  in 
that  time,  but  on  titrating  it  was  found  that  13  per  cent,  of 
the  total  acids  had  disappeared.  The  quantity  of  chlorine 
present  could  not  be  determined,  but  the  authors  considered 
it  certain  there  is  free  chlorine  in  appreciable  quantity  more 
than  a  week  after  the  acid  is  prepared  by  mixing  the  strong 
acids  and  diluting  when  decomposed,  whereas  they  are  con- 
fident that  a  mixture  of  the  acids  made  in  four  times  their 
volume  of  water  does  not  contain  more  than  a  trace  either  at 
the  time  of  mixing  or  subsequently.  So  it  appears  advisable 
to  return  to  the  old  formula  of  the  Dublin  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  keep  it,  as  that  work  directed,  in  loco  frigido  et  obscnro 
until  required  to  be  dispensed.  Pereira's  "  Materia  Medica  " 
gave  the  dose  of  the  strong  acid  as  "10  to  15  drops,  properly 
diluted,  and  carefully  increased."  The  present  Pharmacopoeia 
suggests  "  5  to  15  minims  "  of  the  dilute  substitute.  If  a 
prescriber  wishes  to  administer  active  chlorine  there  are 
several  preparations  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  if  nitrous 
acid  there  is  sodium  nitrate ;  but  a  formula  pretending  to 
contain  both  should  be  consigned,  not  to  the  national  Phar- 
macopoeia, but  to  a  collection  of  "  Registered  Recipes." 

Mr.  J.  Shacklady  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks,  which  Mr. 
P.  H.  Marsden  seconded.  Dr.  Symes  and  Mr.  Lenton  also 
spoke. 

The  General  Secretary  announced  that  the  "  Hot-pot " 
supper  and  smoking-concert,  which  was  to  be  held  cn 
November  19,  was  postponed  until  November  26. 

Dr.  Symes  referred  to  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Isaac 
Cooke  Thompson,  and  said  everybody  must  regret  to  hear  of 
it.  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  most  scientific  man,  and  was 
capable  of  conversing  on  almost  every  scientific  subject,  and 
Dr.  Symes  proposed  a  vote  of  condolence  to  Mrs.  Thompson. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Coavley,  in  a  brief,  sympathetic  speech,  said  he 
would  convey  to  the  widow  the  wishes  of  the  meeting. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  present  session  was  inaugurated  on  Friday  evening, 
November  13,  by  a  gathering  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel, 
Birmingham.  The  members  and  guests,  numbering  about 
two  hundred,  were  received  by  the  President  (Mr.  A.  W. 
Gerrard,  F.C.S.)  and  Mrs.  Gerrard,  and  among  those  in 
attendance  were  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock, 
F.I.C.),  Dr.  Symes  (Liverpool),  Messrs.  W.  G.  Cross  (Shrews- 
bury), A.  W.  Southall,  G.  Southall,  G.  E.  Perry,  J.  Wakefield, 
C.  Thompson,  G.  H.  Brunt,  J.  A.  Radford  (Hon.  Secretary), 
J.  T.  Cattell  (Knowle),  H.  S.  Shorthouse,  W.  A.  Shaw,  Jeffrey 
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Poole,  F.  J.  Gibson  and  J.  A.  Wilcock  (Wolverhampton),  and 
F.  Smith.  After  the  reception,  which  was  interspersed  with 
a  pleasing  musical  programme,  the  President  delivered  an 
address.  In  this,  after  referring  in  sympathetic  terms  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  John  Barclay,  a  past  president  of  the 
Association,  Mr.  Gerrard  dealt  with  galenical  pharmacy  as 
the  corner-stone  of  our  calling,  urging  the  necessity  for 
better  provision  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  teaching 
processes  of  manufacture  by  practice.  Incidentally  he 
touched  upon  the  fiscal  question  as  it  affects  pharmacy  and 
the  supply  of  pharmaceutical  goods,  and  laid  before  the 
meeting  his  views  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  Medicine-stamp 
law,  and  the  Poisons  Committee's  report. 

Dr.  Symes,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Presi- 
dent, spoke  of  the  good  work  which  Mr.  Gerrard  had  done 
in  the  past  in  alkaloidal  chemistry,  and  referred  to  his 
(the  speaker's)  endeavour  to  get  the  research  laboratory  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  used  for  teaching  practical  pharmacy. 
He  meant  to  say  that  the  students  who  went  to  the  Square 
get  a  good  deal  of  chemistry,  and  of  botany,  and  of  materia 
medica,  but  should  also  be  taught  the  manipulation  from 
the  crude  drugs  to  the  finished  drugs.  At  the  present  time 
there  is  a  laboratory  for  galenical  pharmacy,  but  there  is  not 
a  properly  equipped  laboratory  for  teaching  students  their 
calling.  He  believed  the  present  depression  within  phar- 
macy is  not  due  entirely  to  unqualified  competition.  It  is 
due  to  it  to  this  extent — that  by  not  putting  forth  their 
whole  strength  they  had  given  the  enemy  opportunities 
which  he  never  would  have  had  if  they  had  been  in  a  posi- 
tion to  combat  him  to  the  fullest  extent,  not  merely  by 
meeting  him  on  bis  own  ground,  but  on  a  higher  ground. 
Whenever  a  gentleman  conducts  a  pharmacy  in  an  intelli- 
gent way,  as  the  result  of  his  earlier  training,  he  generally 
succeeds.  Therefore  it  is  desirable  that  the  man  who  goes  I 
into  the  callirjg  in  the  future  should  be  better  equipped  with  I 
the  means  of  carrying  on  his  business  and  of  defying  com- 
petition with  knowledge,  than  by  being  hedged  round  with 
protection.  Mr.  W.  G.  Cross  seconded  the  proposition,  which 
was  cordially  passed,  and  Mr.  Gerrard  acknowledged  it. 
An  admirable  musical  programme  was  sustained  by  Mr.  Syd. 
Halliley,  Mr.  A.  Wheeler,  Mr.  Timperley,  Master  Timperley, 
and  Miss  Gerrard  (the  President's  daughter),  who  contributed 
with  much  skill  a  harp  solo. 


North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  November  12,  at  the 
Roebuck  Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Mr.  T.  Charles  (Burslem) 
presiding,  AmoDg  those  present  were  Messrs.  Edmund  Jones 
(Hon.  Secretary)  and  T.  Bentley  (Assistant  Hon.  Secretary), 
Hanley  ;  K.  Emery  (Stoke),  D.  H.  Oxen  and  Morrison  (New- 
castle-under-Lyme),  T.  A.  Bottomley  and  E'nest  Mellor 
(Hanley),  S.  Challinor(Fenton),  Blades  (Leek),  and  A.Fernley 
(Burslem). 

-  The  Hon.  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Aver  ill, 
stating  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  Benevolent  Fund 
had  granted  201.  to  a  distressed  brother  in  North  Staffs,  and 
the  best  thanks  of  the  Association  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Cross 
and  Mr.  Averill  for  their  efforts  in  obtaining  this  grant. 
Mr.  Blades  (Leek)  then  opened  a  discussion  on  the 

Medicine  Stamp-duty, 

which  lasted  for  two  hoars.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
Mr.  Blades  quoted  from  a  letter  by  Mr.  J.  Lees,  of  Oldham, 
who  considers  a  slip-label  with  the  principal  ingredients 
printed  on  it  to  be  the  most  dignified  way  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  exemption.  Mr,  Blades  next  reviewed  recent 
administrative  developments,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  do  not  know  where  they 
are.  As  an  association,  he  thought  they  ought  to  send  a 
resolution  to  Somerset  House,  asking  for  definite  instructions 
on  the  matter  of  liable  and  non-liable  labels. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones  pointed  out  that  Somerset  House  had 
declined  to  give  any  information  to  influential  associations 
in  Lanes  and  Yorks,  and  he  did  not  think  any  good  would 
come  of  writing.  They  had  better  wait  patiently  until  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  see  if  any  developments  toak  place. 
If  at  end  of  the  year  no  further  concessions  came  to  hand,  and 
there  was  no  intimation  from  the  authorities  to  help  chemists 
in  the  right  direction,  pressure  might  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
them  to  make  a  definite  prone  uncement. 


Mr.  Oxen  suggested  that  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association,  as  an  opinion  from 
him  would  at  least  be  official. 

This  suggestion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Emery,  continuing  the  discussion,  told  how  a  doctor 
said  to  him  the  other  day,  "  Why  do  not  you  stop  sweet 
nitre  being  sold  in  pettifogging  shops  ?  You  talk  about  the 
public  good,  and  protect  yourself,  and  put  restrictions  on  the 
sale  of  poisons  for  the  public  good ;  why  not  protect  such 
things  as  sweet  nitre  1  Any  amount  of  stuff  sold  by  these 
little  shops  is  sold  by  people  who  do  not  know  what  they 
are  selling  to  people  who  are  equally  ignorant.''  The 
speaker  would  like  to  see  the  chief  drugs  and  chemicals 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  controlled  by  chemists  and  druggists 
only. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones  said  he  was  pleased  so  energetic  a 
member  as  Mr.  Emery  had  been  appointed  divisional  secre- 
tary for  Stoke-on-Trent.  In  the  Stoke  division,  more  than 
any  other  division  in  North  Staffs,  there  was  a  lamentable 
amount  of  unqualified,  and  almost  immoral,  trading  in  drugs, 
which  Mr.  Emery  would  have  an  opportunity  of  investi- 
gating, and  if  he  did  his  work  faithfully  he  would  earn  the 
gratitude  of  the  chemists  of  the  district  and  the  approval  of 
the  powers  that  be.  The  speaker  called  upon  all  the 
chemists  in  Longton,  and  when  he  went  there  there  were 
always  complaints  about  unqualified  people  dealing  in  these 
things.  He  had  his  own  conviction  that  in  Mr.  Emery's  dis- 
trict there  were  lots  of  poisons  sold  by  unqualified  men.  He 
hoped  an  example  would  be  made  of  some  of  the  people 
who  were  infringing  the  law. 

Mr.  Emery  intimated  that  he  already  had  his  eye  on  some 
people,  and  had  notified  some  already.  In  three  cases  he  had 
told  people  that  on  the  next  occasion  he  should  report  them 
to  the  Society.  There  were  qualified  chemists  who  broke  the 
law  in  some  cases  more  than  unqualified  ones,  and  in  those 
cases  he  had  to  be  very  careful. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones  said  it  was  hard  for  those  chemists 
who  employed  qualified  assistants,  when  others  did  not 
do  so.* 

Mr.  Ernest  Mellor  said  the  Inland  Revenue  were  at 
last  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  they  were  not  applying  the 
law  as  it  stands.  Now  the  Inland  Revenue  were  going  to 
confine  the  rights  to  chemists,  and  chemists  ought  to  back 
them  up.  It  was  to  the  advantage  of  chemists  that  these 
restrictions  should  be  imposed.  Until  they  knew  where  they 
stood  he  would  not  buy  fresh  labels.  He  advised  backing  up 
the  Inland  Revenue  in  every  way  they  could,  and  to  work 
with  them — not  trying  to  make  them  grant  as  many  conces- 
sions as  possible.  The  Inland  Revenue  were  trying  to  find  out 
exactly  where  they  were.  They  did  not  yet  know  where  they 
were,  and  until  they  did  chemists  could  not  expect  them  to 
tell  other  people. 

Other  Matters. 
Mr.  D.  Oxen  spoke  about  the  Association's  subscriptions 
which  are  still  due,  and  the  Assistant  Hon.  Secretary  was 
deputed  to  go  round  and  collect  arrears. 

Mr.  Blades  asked  the  meeting  to  consider  the  question  of 
co-operative  buying.  The  Chairman  questioned  whether  a, 
chemists'  association  is  the  sort  of  body  to  be  mixed  up  in 
trade  matters. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  suggested  that  with  the  new  year 
the  Association  should  organise  a  ball  for  the  chemists  of 
the  district,  and  the  idea  was  well  received  by  the  meeting. 

The  members  then  said  farewell  to  Mr.  Ernest  Mellor,  who 
is  about  to  leave  the  district  for  San  Remo.  Mr.  Oxen,  in 
voicing  the  regrets  of  the  Association,  said  Mr.  Mellor  had 
taken  a  great  interest  in  their  Association,  and  had  read  one 
or  two  excellent  papers,  that  had  been  very  highly  spoken  of. 
He  hoped  that  in  San  Remo  Mr.  Mellor's  health  would  im- 
prove. Mr.  Mellor  thanked  the  Association  for  their  kindly 
wishes,  and  the  meeting  concluded  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Chairman. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  Association  especially  for  juniors  took 
place,  by  invitation,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Church, 
St.  Andrew's  Street,  on  Friday  evening,  November  13.  There 
was  an  excellent  muster  of  members,  and  Mr.  Church's  hos- 
pitality was  much  apprec:ated.    During  the  evening  an 
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informal  address  was  delivered  by  Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck  (Pre- 
sident of  the  Association  and  recently  examiner  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society)  on 

Dispensing. 

Mr.  Peck,  having  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  increased 
attendance  of  junior  members,  said  dispensing  is  still  one  of 
the  subjects  of  the  Minor  examination.    He  put  emphasis  on 
the  present  tense,  because  if  they  saw  some  of  the  candi- 
dates' work  who  came  up  they  would  imagine  that  dispensing 
had  ceased  to  be  one  of  these  subjects.    He  had  kept  a  list 
of  "monstrosities"   or  "eccentricities" — (laughter)— and, 
looking  through  it,  he  saw  that  Mr.  So-and-so  had  said  that 
he  "  thought  he  might  have  made  up  three  dozen  bottles  of 
medicine  since  he  had  been  in  pharmacy,  but  he  could  say 
certainly  he  had  not  made  up  six  dozen."  (Renewed 
laughter.)    He  had  gone  up  to  a  college  of  pharmacy  to  be 
trained  before  learning  the  essential  principles  of  dispensing, 
and  it  was  almost  impossible  for  him  in  three  months  to  gain 
^sufficient  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  to  pass  the 
Minor.     He  would  only  collect  a   "  veneer,"  which  any 
examiner  could  detect.    Again,  before  anyone  is  accepted  as 
a  candidate  for  the  Minor  examination  he  has  to  produce 
sufficient  evidence  to  satisfy  the  Registrar  that  for  three 
years  he  has  been  employed  in  the  translating  and  dispensing 
of  prescriptions.    He  (Mr.  Peck)  maintained  that  it  is  this 
three  years'  preliminary  training  in  dispensing,  and  therefore 
in  practical  pharmacy,  which  is  the  most  important  factor 
in  the  success  or  failure  of  a  candidate  for  the  Minor  exami- 
nation, for  upon  the  thoroughness  of  that  training  depends 
very  largely  the  candidate's  knowledge  of  three  subjects — 
namely,  practical  pharmacy  and  dispensing,  theoretical 
pharmacy,  and  prescription-reading ;  one  might  almost  add 
a  fourth — materia  medica.     If  a  man  has  been  taught  in 
pharmacy  to  prepare  pharmaceutical  products  from  crude 
drugs  he  learns  to  recognise  materia  medica  specimens. 
Speaking  of  going  in  for  the  Minor  examination,  Mr.  Peck 
said  the  student  does  not  always  realise  he  has  to  make  the 
definite  declaration  :  "  For  three  years  I  have  been  practi- 
cally engaged  in  the  translation  and  dispensing  of  prescrip- 
tions." A  good  deal  has  been  said  with  regard  to  a  curriculum, 
of  which  the  speaker  highly  approved,  and  he  did  not  see 
that  its  enforcement  would  necessarily  involve  any  insuper- 
able difficulty.    It  must  be  an  incalculable  benefit  to  those 
who  took  it,  but  until  the  time  is  ripe  for  an  extended  curri- 
culum he  maintained  they  should  use  the  existing  arrange- 
ments and  see  that  this  declaration  is  faithfully  filled  up. 
If  that  were  done,  he  was  sure  the  pass-list  of  the  Minor 
would  be  vastly  improved.    The  appallingly  low  percentage 
of  passes  is  mainly  due  to  insufficient  preliminary  training 
in  pharmacy.    Mr.  Peck  also  believed  that  this  very  laigely 
explains  the  difference  in  the  percentage  of  passes  between 
the  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland  and  that  for  England 
and  Wales.    In  Scotland  the  average  conditions  are  more 
suitable  for  the  proper  training  of  apprentices.    It  might  be 
argued  that  the  conscientious  filling-up  of  that  declaration  is 
impossible,  becausein  many  businesses  little  or  no  dispensirg 
is  done.    His  answer  was  that  if  it  is  essential  to  the 
qualifying  of  the  pharmacist  that  he  should  undergo  three 
years'  training  in  pharmacy,  and  if  he  had  not  been  able  to 
get  it  during  apprenticeship,  he  should  take  a  position  after 
that  where  he  could  get  it.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
unnecessary,  it  was  somewhat  absurd  to  oblige  him  to  make 
a  declaration  which  is  known  to  be  untrue.    All  this  has 
been  most  ably  said  before  by  Mr.  R.  Hazelwood  Jones,  in  a 
paper  on  "  Perfunctory  Formalities,"  read  on  February  18, 
1903.    His  object  that  evening  was  simply  to  bring  the 
matter  forward,  so  that  some  discussion  might  ensue  in  the 
journals.    He  drew  attention  to  one  paragraph  in  Mr.  Jones's 
paper.    It  was  : 

The  seemiDg  passiveness  of  the  Council  and  Boards  of 
Examiners  in  regard  to  such  an  impotent  and  inadequate  regula- 
tion is  more  open  to  censure,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  critical  remark. 

Meaning  thereby  that  the  examiners  are  not  alive  to  the 
fact  that  the  declaration  is  made  incorrectly.  The  Board  of 
Examiners  for  England  and  Wales  had  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  Council  in  August,  1902,  some  months  before 
Mr.  Jones  read  his  paper,  and  again  drew  their  attention  to 
it  in  October,  1903,  the  reply  to  which  was  that,  pending 
fresh  legislation,  it  is  not  practicable  to  take  action.  He 


thought  that  decision  of  the  Council  was  somewhat  unfortu- 
nate. There  is  one  way,  he  said,  which  might  help  in  the 
solution  of  the  difficulty,  and  that  is  to  oblige  the  pharmacist 
under  whom  the  candidate  is  trained  to  himself  make  the 
declaration  that  he  has  trained  Mr.  So-and-so  for  three  years. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Peck  said  they  had  now  raised  the  Pre- 
liminary equivalent  to  a  very  fair  standard  of  general  educa- 
tion, and  the  next  step  is  to  enforce  a  good  training  in 
pharmacy.  He  thought  the  three  things  necessary  for  a 
good  dispenser  are  that  (1)  he  should  have  a  good  knowledge 
of  drugs,  their  physical  and  chemical  properties  and  approxi- 
mate doses ;  (2)  he  should  possess  a  conscientious  desire  to 
cany  out  the  intention  of  the  prescriber  ;  and  (3)  he  should 
be  cleanly,  accurate,  and  dexterous.  Mr.  Peck  condemned 
the  practice  of  describing  various  chemical  substances  by 
their  Latin  abbreviations,  and  gave  some  humorous  instances. 

Alderman  Deck,  Mr.  B.  S.  Campkin,  and  Mr.  C.  S. 
Addison  took  part  in  the  discussion  which  followed,  and  the 
meeting  concluded  with  votes  of  thanks. 


Teesside  Chemists'  Association. 

A  combined  business  and  pleasure  meeting  was  held  at 
Tate's  Cafe,  Dovecote  Street,  Stockton,  at  8  30  p.m.,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  November  11,  the  President  (Mr.  R.  R. 
Bainbridge)  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Denis  Owen  (the  Senior  Secretary)  intimated  that  ho 
had  conveyed  the  vote  of  sympathy,  passed  by  the  previous 
committee  meeting,  to  Colonel  Sadler,  M.P.  for  Middles- 
borough,  who  had  met  with  a  leg-fracture,  and  read  the 
Colonel's  reply  thanking  the  Association  for  their  kindly 
wishes.  The  President  then  called  on  Mr.  Gregory  to 
introduce 

A  Few  Topics  for  Discussion. 

Mr.  Grecory  first  asked,  What  is  the  custom  of  the 
members  with  regard  to  soap-liniment  I  Do  they  sell  methyl- 
ated or  rectified  when  it  is  asked  for  ?  He  suggested  that 
there  should  be  unanimity  of  procedure  on  this  point,  so 
that  in  the  event  of  a  prosecution  there  might  be  a  definite 
custom  of  the  chemists  of  the  district.  Another  point  he 
wished  to  discuss  was  the  present  retail  price  of  cod-liver  oil. 
The  absence  of  a  regular  price  for  this  is  very  deplorable,  he 
said.  He  suggested  as  reasonable  a  4-oz.  bottle  for  1*.  and 
an  8-oz.  for  Is.  9d.  Mr.  Gregory  then  dealt  with  the  recent 
prosecutions  in  respect  to  blue  ointment,  magnesia,  and 
other  articles,  and  also  referred  to  the  sale  of  poisons  to 
children,  saying  it  should  be  more  rigidly  controlled.  He 
himself  makes  it  a  rule  not  to  serve  any  under  fourteen  years 
of  age  with  poisonous  preparations.  He  drew  attention  to 
the  soothing-syrup  frequently  made  up  by  mothers  for  their 
children,  composed  of  laudanum,  aniseed,  and  other  ingre- 
dients, touching  upon  the  sensitiveness  of  infants  to  opium- 
preparations,  and  pressed  home  the  point  that  the  less  put 
in  the  better  for  the  defenceless  babe.  The  speaker  next 
touched  upon  poison-bottles  and  storage  of  poisons,  then 
proceeded  to  bring  before  the  meeting  the  method  followed 
in  the  dispensing  of  bismuth-mixtures.  The  usual  plan,  if 
no  suspending  agent  is  ordered,  is  to  put  in  a  little  acacia  or 
pulv.  tragac.  co.,  but  he  thought  the  modern  trend  of  opinion 
is  towards  the  disuse  of  these,  a  method  he  personally  pre- 
ferred. The  next  point  brought  forward  was  the  great 
advantage  that  would  accrue  if  members  would  buy  trade 
articles  in  common,  and  split  them  up  amongst  themselves. 
They  would  then  be  able  to  meet  the  keenest  competition 
with  as  great  a  margin  of  profit  as  the  local  cutters. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Gregory's  remarks,  the  President 
invited  the  members  to  discuss  the  points  one  by  one,  but 
at  this  point  the  gentlemen  who  had  promised  to  furnish 

The  Musical  Part  of  the  Programme 

arrived,  so  that  supper  was  ordered  up,  and  afterwards  the 
entertainers  took  the  floor.  A  quartette  party  gave  two 
capital  selections,  the  last  one  being  encored.  Councillor 
Finch  gave  the  "Star  of  Bethlehem,"  and  Mr.  Thompson 
was  heartily  applauded  for  his  number.  Messrs.  Sowerby 
and  Stubbs  furnished  the  humorous  portion  of  the  pro- 
gramme. At  the  end  of  an  hour's  entertainment  a  vote  of 
thanks,  proposed  by  Mr.  Brockenbury,  was  passed  to  the 
singers,  after  which  the  discussion  on  Mr.  Gregory's  notes 
was  set  rolling  by  Mr.  Lee,  and  carried  on  with  a  good  deal 
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of  animation  by  those  present.  The  President  threw  out 
the  suggestion  that  the  Association  should  endeavour  to 
secure  the  appointment  of  a  member  of  the  craft  as  one  of 
the  magistrates,  so  that  on  matters  affecting  chemists  the 
Bench  should  have  the  benefit  of  expert  advice.  The 
meeting  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  members,  and  broke 
up  at  11.15  p.m. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  avell-  attended  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
November  12,  at  No.  58  King's  Road,  Brighton.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C  S.  (President),  in  the  chair.  The  agenda 
comprised  the  followirg  items  :  Enrol  new  members, 
consider  the  rules,  elect  officers  and  committee,  consider 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  visit,  P.A.T.A.  and  CD. A.,  and 
formation  of  a  buying  club.  All  present  were  enrolled  as 
members  of  the  Association.  It  was  agreed  to  leave  the 
rules  to  be  considered  by  the  committee,  and  for  a  report  to 
be  made  to  the  next  meetirg.  The  officers  and  committee 
were  elected  as  under  : 

President :  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C.S. 

Vice-Presidents :  Messrs.  W.  W.  Savage,  H.  A.  Costerton,  and 
J.  Padwick. 
Hon.  Secretary  :  Mr.  C.  A.  Blarney. 

Assistant  Hon.  Secretaries  :  Messrs.  G.  B.  Savage  and  Robin- 
son. 

Treasurer:  Mr.  J.  R.  Gwatkin. 

Committee:  Messrs.  Franklin,  Cook,  Williamson,  Heath, 
Padwick,  jun.,  C.  G.  Yates,  and  Ploughwrigbt. 

Mr.  Councillor  Yates,  on  being  proposed  for  re-election  as 
Hon.  Secretary,  intimated  that,  owing  to  extensive  calls  on 
his  time  for  municipal  work,  he  was  unable  to  undertake  the 
duties. 

The  question  of  the  visit  of  the  Conference  was  briefly  dis- 
cussed, and  deferred  until  the  next  meeting.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  reported  that  the  guarantee  fund  now  reaches 
something  over  901. 

The  claims  of  the  P.A.T.A.  and  C.D.A.  were  strongly 
upheld  by  several  speakers,  amongst  whom  were  Messrs. 
C.  A.  Blamey,  W.  H.  Gibson,  C.  G.  Yates,  W.  W.  Savage, 
Padwick,  jun.,  &c. 

It  was  proposed  to  form  a  club  for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing the  members  to  buy  collectively  certain  articles  to  better 
advantage.  This  question  evoked  a  good  deal  of  discussion, 
and  a  sub-committee  was  eventually  formed  to  fully  consider 
the  matter,  and  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, which  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  December  10,  at  the 
same  time  and  place. 


North=East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association. 

The  winter  session  in  connection  with  this  Association  was 
commenced  at  Blackburn  on  November  12,  Mr.  J.  I. 
'Shorrock,  L.D.S.  (Darwen),  delivering  a  lectuie  on 

The  Teeth  of  Animals  Living  and  Extinct. 
In  the  course  of  his  address,  Mr.  Shorrock,  by  the  aid  of 
lantern-slides,  showed  the  development  of  teeth  from  the 
lowest  type  of  animals  to  the  highest  type — viz.,  man.  By 
means  of  blackboard  diagrams  he  illustrated  the  dentition 
of  children  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  as  long  as 
possible  the  first  molar  (generally  known  as  double) 
teeth,  which  appear  in  children  at  the  age  of  six  or  six  and 
a  half  years.  The  process  of  decay  was  described,  and  the 
desirability  of  arresting  decay  by  "stopping"  in  the  early 
stages  instead  of  extraction  was  pointed  out.  The  lecturer 
then  urged  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  teeth  after  each 
meal  to  dislodge  the  particles  of  food  which  were  left 
between  the  teeth  and  provided  a  feeding-ground  for  the 
lactic-acid  forming  bacteria,  which  eventually  ate  through 
the  enamel  and  destroyed  the  tooth.  The  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  spent  sociably,  songs  being  given  by  Alderman 
Shorrock,  Mr.  J.  I.  Shorrock,  and  Mr.  Jos.  Hindle. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  last  meeting  of  this  Association  took  the  form  of  a 
visit  to  the  sulphuric-acid  works  of  J.  &  J.  Cunningham 
(Limited),  at  Leith.  About  sixty  members  assembled  at 
36  York  Place  on  the  evening  of  November  10,  and  pro- 


ceeded to  Leith,  where  they  were  received  by  Mr.  Shepherd, 
the  chemist  in  charge.  A  visit  was  first  paid  to  the  modern 
pyrites-burners.  In  this  department  Norwegian  pyrites, 
containing  about  47  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  is  used.  After 
burning,  only  about  3  per  cent,  of  the  sulphur  remains  in 
the  ashes.  This  residue  is  sold  to  iron-smelters.  The 
Norwegian  pyrites  used  is  free  from  arsenic,  and  in  this 
department  a  pure  acid  is  made.  The  nitre-oven,  Glover 
tower,  and  Gay-Lussac  towers  were  then  visited  and  ex- 
plained. In  another  part  of  the  works  the  old  style  of 
sulphur-burners  was  seen  in  operation,  Spanish  pyrites  from 
Rio  Tinto  being  used  as  the  source  of  sulphur.  The  pyrites 
contains  about  50  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  3  or  4  per  cent,  of 
copper,  and  about  0  3  per  cent,  of  arsenic.  The  acid  made 
in  this  department  contains  a  small  percentage  of  arsenic. 
After  the  sulphur  has  been  burned  out  the  ash  is  shipped  to 
Newcastle,  where  the  copper  is  removed.  The  residue  is 
then  treated  by  the  iron-smelters  who  remove  the  kon,  and 
it  is  said  that  what  remains  is  used  in  making  bricks. 

Thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Shepherd  for  conducting  the 
party,  and  to  the  Messrs.  Cunningham  for  permission  to 
visit  the  works. 


Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  the  Grand 
Hotel,  West  Hartlepool,  on  November  11,  Mr.  J.  Hill  pre- 
siding. There  were  present  Messrs.  J.  B.  Barker,  G.  S. 
Gibson,  T.  Levie,  R.  B.  Ferry,  G.  R.  Troupe,  and  A.  Timmins 
(Hon.  Secretary),  West  Hartlepool ;  Mr.  J.  Denton,  Hartle- 
pool ;  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Cross,  Wingate. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  J.  F.  Wilkinson,  Manchester,  in 
reference  to  the  label  question,  enclosing  copy  of  a  booklet 
giving  specimens  of  non-liable  labels. 

A  communication  was  also  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Federation  of  Local  Societies. 

The  question  of 

Co-operative  Buying, 

which  was  discussed  at  the  last  meeting,  was  then  brought 
forward.  The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  the  members,  obtained  a  consider- 
able amount  of  information  on  this  subject,  and  as  he 
thought  the  matter  would  take  a  good  deal  of  dissecting,  he 
considered  the  best  plan  would  be  to  appoint  a  small  sub- 
committee to  go  thoroughly  into  the  question  and  then 
report  to  a  future  meeting.  This  plan  was  adopted,  and  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  R. 
Troupe,  it  was  resolved  that  the  committee  consist  of 
Messrs.  J.  Hill,  G.  A.  Watt,  and  A.  Timmins  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary). 

Inspection  and  Adjustment  op  Scales. 

This  matter  was  discussed  at  the  last  meeting,  and  the 
Secretary  said  he  had  since  received  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
W.  &  T.  Avery  (Limited),  stating  terms  upon  which  they 
would  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. This  was  considered  by  those  present  to  be  a  fair 
and  reasonable  offer,  and  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibson, 
seconded  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Barker,  and  carried— 

That  the  Association  enter  into  a  contract  with  Messrs.  W.  & 
T.  Avery  for  the  inspection  and  adjustment  of  all  scales  belonging 
to  the  members  of  the  Association,  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
as  stated  in  their  letter  of  November  3, 1903. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  written  to  several 
manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles  relative  to  the  protec- 
tion of  retail  prices,  but  had  only  received  two  replies,  and 
these  were  not  of  a  very  satisfactory  nature. 

A  Smoking- concert 

was  afterwards  held,  at  which  Mr.  P.  R.  Gibson,  L.D.S.,  pre- 
sided. A  most  enjoyable  programme  had  been  arranged, 
the  items  including  recitations  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Sudlow 
(Stockton)  and  Mr.  Harold  Mitschke  ;  humorous  songs  by 
Mr.  W.  F.  Cockrill  ;  songs  by  Messrs.  T.  Brooks  and 
H.  Pentlakd;  pianoforte  selections  by  Messrs.  A.  Northrop 
and  A.  Timmins,  and  violin  solos  by  Mr.  Bruce  Moore. 
Mr.  A.  Northrop  acted  as  accompanist. 

During  the  evening  a  collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which, 
together  with  donations  since  received  by  the  Secretary 
from  those  unable  to  be  present,  amounted  to  2,1.  10s. 
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A MEETING  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C  ,  on  Tuesday,  November  10. 
Present:  Mr.  T.  H.  \V.  Idris  (President)  in  the  chair,  Dr. 
Attfield,  Messrs.  Atkins,  Martin,  and  Naylor  (Vice-Presi- 
dents), Messrs.  B>rd,  Wippell  Gadd,  J.  C.  Umney  (Hon. 
Treasurer),  and  Messrs.  Peck  and  White  (Hon.  General 
Secretaries).  Apoh  gies  for  absence  were  received  from 
Messrs.  Antcliffe,  Beggs,  Borne,  Dott,  Druce,  Matthews, 
Newsholme,  Payne,  Eansom,  Squire,  and  Symes.  The 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

A  Vote  of  Condolence 
-with  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Barnard  S.  Proctor  in  the 
following  terms,  moved  by  Dr.  Attfield,  seconded  by  Mr. 
'  Atkins,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Martin,  was  unanimously 
passed.  (Mr.  Payne,  of  Belfast,  also  wrote  asking  to  'be 
associated  in  this  vote.)    Resolved  : 

That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
•Conference,  at  its  first  meeting  since  the  decease  of  Barnard 
Simpson  Proctor,  offers  its  deep  sympathy  with  the  widow,  sons, 
and  daughters  of  its  late  member,  who  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Conference  in  1863,  author  of  the  first  paper  read  at  its 
meetings,  and  of  many  other  original  communications  since. 
He  was  a  model  leader  in  pha'macy,  a  man  of  science,  and  a 
staunch  friend.  In  Mr.  Barnard  S.  Proctor  British  pharmacy 
possessed  and  has  lost  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  Centenary. 
The  President  spoke  of  his  enjoyable  trip  to  Paris  on  the 
occasion  of  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Societe  de 
Pharmacie,  when  he  read  the  following  address  : 

To  the  President  and  members  of  the  Societe  de  Pharmacie  de 
Paris.— On  behalf  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  I 
congratulate  you  very  heartily  on  having  attained  to  the  one- 
hundredth  anniversary  of  your  foundation  as  a  society.  Your 
Society  has  the  honour,  I  believe,  of  being  the  oldest  Society  of 
Pharmacy  in  the  world.  It  is  well  known  that  you  have  been 
the  pioneers  of  scientific  pharmacy  since  your  formation,  and  that 
■the  results  of  jour  labours  have  been  of  inestimable  value  to 
science  and  to  humanity.  You  have  had  the  honour  of  having 
amongst  your  members  some  of  the  most  eminent  scientists  in 
the  world,  and  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  realise  that  you  have 
amongst  you  now  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  successful 
living  investigators  to  continue  the  work  of  their  predecessors. 
I  had  the  pleasure,  as  one  of  the  jurors  appointed  to  award  the 
Hanbury  medal,  to  determine  that  it  should  be  given  to  your 
eminent  countryman  Monsieur  Collio.  We  wish  you,  if  it  be 
possible,  greater  success  in  the  future  than  you  have  had  in  the 
past,  and  that  for  all  time  the  Society  of  Pharmacy  of  Paris  may 
continue  to  set  an  example  to  the  world  of  the  benefits  that  may 
be  derived  from  combination  for  the  pursuit  of  the  knowledge  of 
science  and  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  humanity.  That  you 
may,  as  the  result  of  your  labours,  realise  the  satisfaction  and 
'happiness  that  results  from  work  well  done,  is  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  members  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

T.  H.  W.  Idbis,  President. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee    were  tendered  to  the 
President  for  his  action  in  the  matter. 
On  behalf  of 

The  Formulary  Committee, 
Mr.  Martin  asked  for  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  on  the 
difficulty  which  had  arisen  through  the  decision  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  publish  a  "  Com- 
pendium of  Medicines."  After  considerable  discussion,  it 
was  decided  to  ask  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  kindly  to  indicate  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  the  scope  of  its  pro- 
jected woik.  The  Hon.  General  Secretaries  were  instructed 
to  call  another  meeting  of  the  Executive,  on  receipt  of 
the  reply,  to  determine  how  far  such  a  work  would  clash 
with  the  B.P.C.  Formulary  and  decide  upon  future  action. 

The  1905  Meeting. 
The  Hon.  Secretaries  reported  that  an  invitation  to  hold 
the  annual  meeting  in  1905  had  been  received  from  Brighton, 
..and  that  inquiries  had  been  made  by  an  important  Midland 
town.     They   were  ;instiucted  to  acknowledge  the  same 


cordially,  and  to  inform  the  senders  that  the  proposals  would 
be  placed  before  the  annual  meeting  at  Sheffield,  and  then 
finally  decided  upon. 

Other  Business. 

Mr.  Bird  moved,  and  Mr.  Gadd  seconded,  the  appointment 
of  the  following  sub-committee  to  revise  the  research  list : 
The  President,  Messrs.  Naylor,  Ransom,  J.  C.  Umney,  and 
Ed.  White.    This  was  agreed  to. 

The  sub-committee  appointed  to  arraDge  for  a  testimonial 
to  be  given  to  Mr.  Ransom  reported  what  had  been  done, 
and  that  the  circulars  issued  had  met  with  a  ready 
response. 

Mr.  White  mentioned  that  the  printers  of  the  Year-booh 
had  failed  to  carry  out  their  contract  to  give  delivery  by 
November  1,  and  the  committee  gave  expression  to  their 
disappointment. 

Mr.  White  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  numerous 
letters  containing  remittances  from  members  had  failed  to 
reach  the  Assistant-Secretary,  and  the  familiar  blue  remit- 
tance envelope  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued.  The 
practice  of  many  members  to  send  postal  orders  uncrossed 
and  with  numbers  unknown  was  much  deprecated,  as  (in 
the  latter  case)  no  redress  can  be  obtained  from  the  Post 
Office  should  the  letter  miscarry. 

Ten  gentlemen,  having  been  duly  nominated,  were  elected 
to  membership. 


Scientific  progress 


Liquorice-juice. — The  New  Italian  Pharmacopoeia  requires 
extractum  liquiritiae  to  contain  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  water- 
soluble  constituents,  and  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  of  matter 
volatile  at  212°  (water  limit),  and  not  more  than  6  to  8  per  cent, 
of  ash. 

The  Analysis  of  Spices. — Balland  {Repertoire  de  Phar- 
macie, 294,  1903)  publishes  a  number  if  analytical  figures  for 
spices  grown  in  the  French  colonies,  many  of  which  are  of  great 
interest,  especially  in  reference  to  the  analyses  of  the  powdered 
spices.  The  followirg  aie  figures  for  nutmegs  grown  in  the 
French  Indies  : 


Water   

Nitrogenous  matter 
Fat  (and  essential  oil)  .. 

Cellulose  

Ash   

Extractives  (?)  ... 
The  chief  figures  of  interest  in  regard  to  peppers  are  the  ash- 
limits.  Cayenne  pepper  (from  Capsicum  annuum&nA  C.fruteseetis) 
gave  ashes  containing  traces  of  manganese  of  from  3  80  to  9  80  per 
cent.  Black  peppers  gave  370  to  4'92  per  cent.,  whilst  white 
peppers  gave  1'3U  to  2-0  per  cent.  Vanilla  gave  the  following 
figures  for  three  samples  : 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Nutmeg 

Testa 

Mace 

Nutmeg 

Testa 

..  11-00 

11-00 

20-00 

17-00 

10-00 

..  510 

2-76 

7-37 

7-15 

2-02 

..  23  85 

1  30 

36-10 

27-55 

0-90 

..  10-10 

28-60 

5-10 

625 

55-35 

..  270 

1-C0 

2  20 

250 

1-20 

.  47-25 

55  34 

£9-23 

39-55 

30-53 

Grand  Comore 

Reunion 

Tahiti 

Water  

19-80 

20  70 

13-70 

Nitrogenous  matter  .. 

591 

5-74 

4-96 

Fatty  matter  .. 

.  10-80 

14-70 

11-30 

Sugar  ... 

.  14-20 

17-80 

18-50 

Extractive 

30-41 

17-66 

38-64 

Cellulose 

.  1600 

20  20 

8-20 

Ash   

2-85 

3-20 

4-70 

Oil  of  Rosemary. — Pancoast  and  Graham  (Amer.  J.  Pharm., 
1903,  page  453)  give  the  results  cf  their  examination  of  fifteen 
samples  of  Dalmatian  and  French  oils  of  rosemary.  The  Dal- 
matian, otherwise  called  Italian  or  Trieste,  oil  is  produced  on 
the  islands  of  the  Dalmatian  coast,  principally  Lesina.  French 
oil  is  distilled  in  the  south  of  France,  and  is  dearer  than 
Dalmatian.  Gildemeister  and  Hoffman  give  the  pp.  gr.  at  15°  as 
0-900  to  0-920  and  the  optical  rotation  +145°  to  +  5°.  Schimmel 
gives  the  higher  sp.  gr.  as  0-915  and  the  optical  rotation  +1°  to 
+  4°  for  Dalmatian,  and  +  1°  to  +11°  for  French.  The  present 
authors  say  nothing  as  to  the  purity  of  the  samples  submitted  to 
them,  only  giving  factors.  Two  samples  of  Dalmatian  were  sp. 
gr.  0-895  and  0-897,  the  rotation  of  the  latter  being  +30-59°.  The 
others  were  within  the  above  mentioned  limits.  In  the  case  of 
the  French  oils  six  specimens  were  under  the  lower  sp.  gr.  limit ; 
thus  one  oil  from  flowers  was  sp.  gr.  C-888,  and  yielded  8  3  per 
cent,  of  bornyl  acetate  (the  highest  observed),  and  +5'45°  optical 
rotation.  Another  sample  was  0-884,  34,  and  +18'30,  the  third 
0-888,  4-9,  and  +18-30.    The  last  was  a  French  eperl  oil. 
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2)eaIitiQ0  In  patents. 


AT  the  Clerkenwell  Sessions  on  November  13,  before  Sir 
Wm.  McConnell,  K.C.,  the  trial  was  resumed  of  James 
Lloyd  Davies  (37),  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  trading 
as  Thomas  &  Co.,  the  Drug-stores,  411  Mare  Street,  Hackney  ; 
Arthur  Levy  (61),  a  general  dealer,  Homerton ;  and  Wm. 
Fordham  (57),  otherwise  Peake,  of  Elsdale  Street,  Hackney, 
of  feloniously  receiving,  well  knowing  they  were  stolen,  595 
boxes  of  Beecham's  pills  and  360  vials  of  Carter's  pills,  the 
property  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  (Limited), 
Leman  Street,  Whitechapel,  E. 

Mr.  Chas.  Matthews,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Guy  Stephenson  again 
appeared  for  the  prosecution  ;  Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  K.C.,  and 
Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  defended  Davies  ;  Mr.  Pridham  Whipple 
and  Mr.  F.  Danford  Thomas  appeared  for  Fordham  ;  and  Mr. 
Lincoln  Reed  for  Levy.  The  former  hearings  of  the  case 
have  been  reported  in  recent  issues  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

Detective-Sergeant  Wensley  gave  evidence  as  to  the  con- 
versation he  had  with  Levy.  Detective- Inspector  Divall 
repeated  his  evidence,  and  Detective-Sergeant  Lee  also  gave 
evidence  as  to  what  he  knew  of  the  prisoners. 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall  said  he  wished,  before  any  evidence  was 
called  for  the  defence,  to  submit  practically  on  behalf  of  all 
three  prisoners  that  there  was  no  case  to  answer,  and  that 
whilst  the  question  of  receiving  was  one  for  the  jury,  there 
was  the  more  serious  question  to  be  decided  as  to  whether 
anyone  could  be  indicted  for  receiving  stolen  goods  before 
the  prosecution  proved  the  conviction  of  the  thief,  or  gave 
some  proof  that  the  theft  had  taken  place.  The  wording  of 
the  indictment  was  "leceiving  goods  heretofore  stolen." 
There  had  been  no  proof  of  any  larceny,  and  the  turnover  of 
this  Society  was  so  large  that  no  one  could  say  these  goods 
had  not  gone  out  legitimately.  Again,  they  could  have  been 
obtained  by  a  long  firm  order  which  would  not  constitute 
larceny  as  required  by  law  to  affect  receivers.  Mere  coinci- 
dence proved  that  Davies  had  pills  like  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  and  however  suspicious  all  that  might 
sound,  three  men  could  not  in  law  be  convicted  on  mere 
suspicions.  He  asked  his  Lordship  to  say  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  theft,  and  consequently  the  indictment  must 
fail.  There  was  no  case  to  cite  on  the  point,  because  it  was 
the  first  time  such  a  position  had  arisen. 

Sir  Wm.  McConnell  :  What  do  you  say  as  to  a  theft  on 
the  evidence,  Mr.  Stephenson  1 

Mr.  Stephenson  :  Well,  take  the  case  of  the  red  dots  on 
the  boxes  of  Dr.  Williams's  pills. 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall :  There  is  no  evidence  that  the.  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  knew  the  red  dots  were  put  on 
the  boxes,  or  that  they  specially  took  care  of  the  boxes,  and 
they  could  have  gone  out  in  any  order  like  those  withe ut 
red  dots. 

Mr.  Stephenson :  I  will  admit  at  once  we  do  not  know 
who  stole  them,  or  

Mr.  Marshall  Hall :  Or  that  they  were  ever  stolen  at  all ; 
and  that  is  my  point — our  point. 

Mr.  Stephenson:  I  would  point  out  the  many  varying 
statements  by  Davies  as  suggestive  of  guilty  knowledge. 

Sir  William  McCcncell :  That  would  be  on  the  question 
more  of  the  receiving ;  we  are  now  dealing  with  the  theft 
Can  you  show  me  by  any  of  the  evidence  that  gocds  such  as 
were  found  could  not  come  to  London  except  through  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society? 

Mr.  Stevenson:  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Scott's,  decidedly. 
Only  those  consigned  to  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
bore  the  mark  found  on  those  seized  at  Davies's  shop.  Then 
is  it  mere  coincidence  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  were  consigned  by  Beecbams  lots  of  eveiy  number 
found  in  the  shop?— and  I  again  submit  the  "led  dots" 
point. 

Sir  William  McConnell  said  there  was  a  prhnd-facie  case 
to  go  to  the  juiy. 

William  Thomas  Fordham  said  he  had  been  a  comb- 
dealer  since  thirteen  years  of  age,  supplying  chemists  all  over 
the  country.  Last  January  Levy  asked  him,  seeirg  he  dealt 
with  chemists,  if  he  could  not  sell  for  him  some  patent 
pills  he  had  got  for  a  debt,  and  Levy  offered  witness  5  per 
cent,  commission.    As  witness  knew  nothing  about  pill- 


prices,  he  asked  Levy  what  to  ask,  and  Levy  said, 
"  Beecham's  are  9s.  6d.  in  the  trade,  so  charge  8s.  6d.,  and 
the  same  with  Scott's  ;  and  for  Dr.  Williams's  pink  pills  try 
to  get  a  quid  (20s.),  but  don't  refuse  17s.  Gd."  Witness 
offered  the  goods  at  these  prices  to  at  least  forty  or  fifty 
chemists,  end  he  sold  three  or  four  gross  to  customers  other 
than  Davies.  One  was  Mr.  J.  Hearle,  of  33  Liverpool 
Road,  Islington,  who  was  in  court;  and  Mr.  Cicokham,  of 
Southend,  gave  an  order,  but  it  was  not  executed  to  time,  so 
the  order  was  cancelled.  He  called  on  Mr.  Burton,  of  Bow 
Road,  Mr.  Durant,  of  Green  Street,  E.,  Mr.  Hudson,  of  Grove 
Road,  E.,  and  dozens  of  others.  Witness  offered  the  goods 
believirg  they  were  a  job  lot  or  bankrupt  parcel,  and  had  no 
idea  they  were  stolen.  He  sold  all  the  pills  on  behalf  of 
Levy,  but  the  reason  he  did  not  introduce  Levy  to  the 
chemists  was  because  he  did  not  want  an  opposition  dealer 
to  know  his  customers,  and  because  Levy  looked  too  shabby 
to  take  to  respectable  chemists. 

Several  witnesses  were  called  as  to  Fordham's  character, 
and  he  was  described  as  an  industrious,  honest  trader. 

Harry  Ciookham,  chemist,  of  26  Milton  Road,  Southend, 
said  he  gave  Fordham  an  order  for  a  dozen  Carter's  pills  at 
8s.  6d.  per  dozen,  and  Beecham's  at  8s.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  but  as 
they  did  not  arrive  in  three  days  he  cancelled  the  order,  and 
got  what  he  wanted  through  his  wholesale  house.  Fordham 
offered  him  Williams's  at  20s.  Witness  paid  9s.  Gd.  for 
Beecham's  at  his  wholesale  house,  but  had  heard  of  job  lots 
going  cheap,  so  thought  nothing  at  being  only  asked  8s.  Gd. 
for  a  job  line.  He  had  seen  them  advertised  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  Supplement  at  8s.  Qd. 

Mr.  Arthur  Burton,  chemist  and  druggist,  630  Mile  End 
Road,  E.,  dispenser  to  the  City  of  London  Infirmary,  said 
that  Fordham  offered  him  pills,  and  he  saw  nothing  extra- 
ordinary about  the  price.  At  the  time  he  did  not  require 
any  further  stock,  or  he:  would  have  given  an  order  ;  in  fact, 
he  offered  to  take  a  dozen  Carter's  pills,  but  Fordham  wanted 
a  larger  order. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hearle,  chemist  and  druggist,  33  Liverpool 
Road,  Islington,  said  he  had  bought  combs  of  Fordham  for 
two  years.  On  February  18,  1903,  witness  purchased  bl. 
worth  of  the  pills— Carter's— at  8s.  Gd.  He  paid  Fordham 
by  cheque,  and  had  no  thought  of  stolen  property. 

Mr.  Lincoln  Reed  said  he  did  not  propose  to  put  Levy  in 
the  witness-box,  but  called  several  witnesses  as  to  his 
character. 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall  first  called  two  witnesses  as  to  Davies's 
character,  and  then  James  Lloyd  Davies  himself.  He 
proved  an  excitable  witness,  answering  hurriedly  and  so  con- 
fusingly as  to  elicit  from  Mr.  Matthews  that  he  did  not  do 
himself  justice,  and  should  answer  slower  and  less  hastily. 

In  the  couise  of  his  evidence  Davies  said  the  business  of 
G.  J.  Thomas  &  Co.  had  been  established  seventy  years,  and 
he  bought  it  about  e'ght  years  ago,  being  previously 
maneger  there  for  twelve  months.  There  had  never  been 
any  charge  of  any  kind  ?gainst  him  before.  He  never  knew 
Levy  or  of  his  existence  until  the  day  of  his  arrest.  He 
knew  Fordham  only  by  the  name  of  Peake,  and  had  pre- 
viously bought  combs  of  him,  and  Peake  gave  the  names  of 
several  chemists  as  his  references  as  a  druggist-sundries 
deal  er.  The  first  pill-tran  saction  was  about  nine  months  ago. 
Fordham  said  he  had  some  pills  for  sale,  and  added  they 
they  were  a  job  lot  of  bankrupt  stock.  It  did  not  strike  him 
as  peculiar  that  Fcrdham  had  patent  pills  for  sale,  for  he 
knew  he  dealt  in  other  sundries  besides  combs  and  had  a 
good  chemists'  connection.  Fordham  wanted  8s.  Gd.  for 
Beecham's  and  Scott's,  and  17s.  Gd.  to  18s.  for  Dr.  Williams's 
pills.  He  usually  paid  his  wholesale  house  9s.  Gd.  for 
Beecham's,  and  Sangers  listed  them  at  that  price,*  but  he 
had  seen  advertisements  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
Suppliment  offering  them  at  9s.  3d.,  so  thought  nothing  of 
8s.  Qd.  for  bankiupt  stock  ;  in  fact,  quite  recently  he  bought 
some  at  Gd.  a  box.  He  had  no  idea  the  pills  were  stolen. 
His  was  the  best  business  in  Hackney,  hut  he  had  had  to  sell 
it  to  get  the  money  to  pay  for  the  defence  of  this  trial. 
When  the  police  went  to  his  shop  he  was  frightened,  con- 
fused, and  finally  lest  his  head  entirely.  He  admitted  he 
told  untruths,  but  really  did  not  know  what  he  waS  saying. 
There  were  thiee  efficers,  and  he  was  paralysed.    He  abso- 


*  In  our  ccpy  of  Sarger's  list  the  price  is  10s.  C%d.  per  dozen 
ret.—  Editor 


November  21,  1903 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


867 


lutely  denied  the  truth  of  the  story  that  he  tried  to  bribe 
Inspector  Divall.  What  he  said  was,  "  This  is  a  very  hard 
case  for  me,  for  I  did  not  know  the  pills  were  stolen.  Can 
you  not  do  something  for  me  1 "  He  did  all  he  could  to 
assist  the  detectives  to  find  Peake. 

Mr.  Matthews :  Yes,  by  giving  the  detectives  a  false 
description  of  him  as  tall  and  wearing  whiskers. 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall :  That  is  a  matter  for  the  jury. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Matthews,  Davies  denied  most  of 
the  statements  made  by  the  police-officers.  His  only  ex- 
planation for  telling  the  detectives  untruths  was  that  he 
was  so  completely  nonplussed  by  three  officers  rushing  in 
that  he  said  anything  in  his  excitement.  He  had  advertised 
as  "  overstocked,'' as  he  did  not  wish  it  generally  known  that 
he  had  bought  job  lines.  It  was  false  to  say  he  told  the 
police  all  chemists  bought  in  the  same  way,  but  he  did  know 
of  other  chemists  who  had  so  obtained  stock. 

On  the  Court  resuming  the  trial  on  Saturday  morning, 
November  14,  counsel  addressed  the  jury  on  behalf  of  the 
accused.  Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  for 
Davies,  pointed  out  that  he  gave  cheques  for  the  purchases, 
at  once  put  his  trade-label  on  the  boxes,  and  actually  adver- 
tised them  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Supplement. 
"  You  gentlemen  may  not  know,"  continued  Mr.  Marshall 
Hall,  "  this  Chemist  and  Druggist  journal,  but  I  will  tell 
you  it  has  the  widest  circulation  all  over  the  world,  like  these 
patent  pills,  only  that  it  gives  good  value  for  the  money  paid 
for  it,  whereas  the  pills  are  worth  less  than  the  paper 
wrappers."   Mr.  Marshall  Hall  went  on  to  say  that 

here  was  a  huge  Society,  with  a  turnover  of  twenty  millions 
sterling  annually,  declaring  that  a  shortage  of  about  7007.  must 
be  a  robbery,  and  a  chemist  found  with  about  50?.  worth  of  similar 
pills  is  charged  as  the  receiver.  The  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  were,  however,  not  the  institutors  of  this  prosecution ; 
it  was  the  still  more  wealthy  proprietors  of  these  patent  pills, 
the  intrinsic  value  of  each  box  of  which  was  not  Id.  They 
had  recently  heard  in  the  High  Courts  that  Mr.  Beecham  got 
80,0007.  a  year  out  of  his  pills,  but  who  could  be  surprised  when 
it  was  asserted  that  he  refused  to  sell  his  pills  under  9s.  6d. '? 
Davies  paid  8s.  6d.  Could  that  be  an  unfair  price  for  an  article 
made  by  the  ton,  but  valueless,  no  doubt  ?  Then  they  had  the 
astute  Yankee  coming  over  with  his  pink  pills,  admittedly  worth 
Id.  a  box,  and  charging  the  fancy  price  of  2  s.  9(7.  They  had 
heard  of  the  red  dots,  but  they  were  never  put  on  to  catch  Davies. 
The  astute  Yankee  said,  "  This  won't  do  ;  some  of  the  b'g  houses 
are  under-selling  our  pills,  but  we  are  smart  people,  and  I  guess 
we'll  put  some  red  dots,"  and  the  parcel  was  sent  to  the  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society,  to  try  and  Sf  e  if  the  Society  was  under- 
selling, not  to  catch  Davies,  for  the  fact  of  the  dots  was  not 
communicated  to  the  Society.  The  dots  had  not  found  the  under- 
seller  any  more  than  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  had 
their  alleged  thief.  So  the  great  proprietors,  with  their  fancy 
prices  for  mere  Id.  boxes,  had  the  effrontery  to  complain  of  Davies 
buying  at  Is.  under  their  fancy  price. 

In  conclusion,  he  argued  that  Davies  had  no  guilty  know- 
ledge, and  he  further  submitted  that  no  robbery  had  even 
taken  place. 

Sir  William  McConnell,  in  summing  up,  told  the  jury  that 
as  regards  being  satisfied  that  there  had  been  a  robbery,  it 
was  not  necessary  to  have  absolute  proof :  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  decide  on  the  circumstances  generally.  As  to 
the  goods  the  jury  must  remember  none  were  found  on  the 
two  other  prisoners  ;  but  their  story  was  that  Levy  got  the 
pills  for  a  30Z.  debt,  yet  Davies,  who  did  not  buy  all  the 
parcel,  paid  roughly  1007.  Why  was  over  ]007.  given  to  settle 
307.,  seeirg  that  Levy  knew  the  value,  as  he  fixed  the  sale- 
prices  ?  Then,  did  Davies  buy  as  an  innocent  man  ?  He 
produced  no  books  to  record  the  purchases,  and  persistently 
denied  all  knowledge  until  their  discovery  prevented  further 
lying.  They  had  heard,  also,  that  Fordham  had  offered  the 
pills  to  forty  or  fifty  chemists  ;  but  the  jury  must  not  over- 
look that  he  only  found  buyers  in  Davies  and  a  man  who 
took  a  few.  Why  should  all  other  chemists  stand  off  ?  and 
must  their  refusal  not  have  raised  Fordham's  suspicions  ? 

The  jury  retired  for  twenty  minutes,  and  returned  with  a 
verdict  of  guilty  against  all  three  prisoners,  but  added  that 
they  recommended  both  Fordham  and  Davies  to  the  mercy 
of  the  Court. 

His  Lordship  said  that  he  felt  the  case  was  cne  in  which 
he  might  postpone  the  sentences  until  the  next  sessions,  and 
he  should  adopt  that  course.  There  was  one  of  the  three 
prisoners  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  give  certain  very  valuable 


information  to  the  prosecution,  and,  if  he  did  so  before  the 
next  sessions,  that  fact  would  very  materially  affect  his 
sentence ;  but  at  present  he  would  not  say  anything  more  as 
to  the  prisoners. 

Mr.  Lincoln  Reed :  I  am  requested  by  Mr.  Hall,  who  has 
left  the  court  a  moment,  to  ask  your  Lordship  to  state  a  case 
on  the  question  he  raised  as  to  receivers  and  no  theft. 

Sir  William  McConnell :  I  cannot  now,  for  the  jury,  by 
their  verdict,  have  found  as  a  fact  that  a  robbery  has 
occurred,  and,  further,  that  it  was  to  the  prisoners'  know- 
ledge. 

Mr.  Lincoln  Eeed  :  Will  your  Lordship  reserve  your  deci- 
sion, to  allow  of  argument  at  the  next  sessions  ? 

Sir  William  McConnell  :  No.  The  jury  have  decided 
there  was  a  robbery,  and  the  question  is  not,  therefore,  now 
in  dispute. 

Subsequently  our  representative  learned  from  Chief 
Warder  Cook  and  Detective- Inspector  Divall  that  on  sur- 
rendering to  his  bail  on  Saturday  morning  the  prisoner 
Davies  was  closely  searched,  and  secreted  in  his  vest-pocket 
was  a  small  phial.  A  telephone-message  was  sent  to  Dr. 
Scott,  of  Brixton  Prison,  and  he  certified  it  as  containing 
prussic  acid.  The  quantity  was  not  learned,  but  the  prisoner 
was  interrogated  as  to  his  object  in  carrying  it,  and  his 
reply  will  be  laid  before  his  Lordship  at  the  next  sessions. 
Later  in  the  evening  Davies  and  the  other  prisoners  were 
removed  to  Pentonville  prison,  where  Davies  will  be  specially 
watched  by  Dr.  Wilson.  Our  representative  also  gleaned 
that  Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  K.C.,  received  a  brief  marked  150?., 
with  a  retainer  of  257.  a  day ;  and  Davies  said  the  trial 
from  the  time  of  his  arrest  had  cost  him  over  3507. 


A  CANADIAN  LETTER. 


The  Pharmacie  Laborieuse  (Pharmaceutical  Students' 
Association)  are,  with  their  characteristic  energy,  agitating 
for  the  establishment  of  a  club-house,  which  will  comprise  a 
gymnasium,  a  small  laboratory,  and  library.  They  are 
appealing  to  their  confreres  and  the  wholesale  trade  for  help 
in  carrying  out  their  design. 

Tuberculosis  Djspensabies.— The  Montreal  League  for 
the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  is  agitating  for  the  opening 
of  dispensaries  where  the  tuberculous  poor  may  get  suitable 
medicines  and  have  the  services  of  a  good  physician.  It  is 
claimed  that  in  Paris  dispensaries  of  this  description  are 
established  all  over  the  city,  and  are  productive  of  very  good 
results,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  establishment  of  such 
institutions  will  do  much  to  stamp  out  tuberculosis  in  the 
Dominion. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  the  province  of 
Quebec  has  decided  to  wage  war  against  those  who  infringe 
the  Pharmacy  Act.  Mr.  E.  Muir,  Secretary  of  Montreal,  was 
in  Quebec  recently,  and  as  a  result  several  people  are  to  be 
summoned  to  appear  in  the  police-court  to  answer  to 
charges  of  alleged  infringements  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 
Among  the  accused  are  physicians  and  druggists.  Several 
physicians  are  charged  with  making  use  of  their  names  by 
other  than  certified  druggists.  The  druggists  are  charged 
with  allowing  cleiks  who  are  not  certified  druggists  to  dis- 
pense drugs  in  their  establishments,  and  also  for  the  careless 
sale  of  poisons  to  unknown  persons. 

Radium  Research. — Professor  Rutherford,  of  the  McGill 
University,  has  been  conducting  a  good  deal  of  research-work 
in  connection  with  radium,  and  as  the  result  of  his  experi- 
ments he  cotcludes  that  the  heat  is  not  due  to  the  radium 
itself,  but  due  to  the  emanations,  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
heating-power  being  due  to  the  emanations.  He  claims  that 
the  atom  is  very  complicated,  being  made  up  of  numberless 
smaller  particles  in  continual  oscillation  or  rotation.  He 
further  claims  that  there  is  no  mystery  to  be  explained 
about  the  radio-activity  of  radium.  The  heat  given  out  by 
it,  he  asserts,  is  derived  from  the  energy  of  the  atoms  them- 
selves. His  conclusions  are  the  same  as  those  of  Runge  and 
Precht,  two  German  physicists,  who  hgve  been  carrying  on 
their  researches  almost  coincidentally  with  those  of  Pro- 
fessor Rutherford.  The  lectures  at  McGill  College  on 
radium  have  been  attended  by  very  large  numbers. 
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Mb.  J,  R.  BlKKETT 

(Mayor  of  Morecambe). 


Councillor  John  Kobert  Birkett,  chemist  and  druggist, 
"who  has  been  appointed  Mayor  of  Morecambe,  was  born  and 

bred  in  the  town  of  which 
he  is  now  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  has  passed  the 
whole  of  his  life  in  it 
except  for  a  few  years 
when  he  was  in  Lancaster 
and  Leeds,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education  and 
early  business  training. 
Councillor  Birkett  was  bom 
in  1854,  and  was  educated 
at  Lancaster.  At  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  went  as  an 
improver  to  Mr.  Allbright, 
chemist,  Penny  Street,  Lan- 
caster, after  which  he  was 
an  assistant  for  some  time 
with  a  well-known  chemist 
in  Leeds.  From  Leeds 
he  passed  the  Minor  and 
also  the  Assistants'  exami- 
nation of  the  Apothecaries' 
Society.  In  1875  he  re- 
turned to  Morecambe,  and  began  business  on  his  own  account 
at  29  The  Crescent,  within  a  few  yards  of  the  spot  where  he 
was  born.  In  addition  to  pharmacy,  Mr.  Birkett  also  prac- 
tised dentistry,  and  a  few  years  ago  he  gave  up  his  chemist's 
business  and  confined  his  energies  to  dental  surgery.  In 
1887  Mr.  Birkett  became  the  purchaser  of  the  Parks  Estate 
at  Bare,  and  developed  it  to  such  an  extent  that  he  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  property-owners  in  Morecambe.  He  was  one  of 

the  original  directors  of  the 
Morecambe  Pier  Company, 
and  was  also  for  some  years 
a  director  of  the  Morecambe 
Steamboat  Company,  and 
an  original  shareholder  in 
the  Winter  Gardens  Com- 
pany and  in  many  other 
projects  of  a  similar  nature 
which  have  developed 
Morecambe.  Three  years 
ago  he  was  elected  to  the 
Town  Council,  and  he  was 
appointed  Deputy-Mayor 
last  year.  Mr.  Birkett  has 
signalised  his  appointment 
as  Mayor  by  presenting 
a  Mayor's  chain  to  the 
borough.  He  has  also  given 
a  cheque  for  400Z.  to  the 
free  library  fund. 

We  now  give  a  portrait 
of  Provost  Dougall,  of 
Auchterarder,  a  short  account  of  whose  career  we  gave  in 
last  week's  issue  (page  798). 

We  also  give  a  portrait  of  Bailie  McKinnon,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Dundee,  who  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Dundee 
Town  Council  for  many  years. 
Some  particulars  of  his  municipal 
career  appeared  in  last  week's 
issue  (page  798).  Bailie  McKinnon 
has  been  in  business  in  the  Hawk- 
hill,  Dundee,  for  a  great  number  of 
years,  and  his  return  for  the  ward 
in  which  he  has  lived  so  long  has 
come  to  be  regarded  greatly  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

Alderman  Seth  Harry,  chemist 
and  druggist,  for  many  years  a 
member    of    Okehampton  Town 
Council,  has  now  severed  his  con- 
nection with  municipal  life,  much  to  the  regret  of  his  fellow- 
ownsmen. 


Mb.  W,  R.  B.  Dougall 
(Provost  of  Auchterarder). 


Bailie  McKinnon.  _ 


Councillor  Ernest  H.  Barritt.the  new  Mayor  of  Colchester, 
was  born  at  Godalming  in  1863,  and  went  to  Colchester  in 
1869.  He  is  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  had  a  very  suc- 
cessful career  in  the  Bloomsbury  school,  taking  the  bronze 
medal  of  his  year  (1884).  Mr.  Barritt  became  a  partner  in 
the  Essex  County  Pharmacy  in  1886,  and  sole  proprietor  in 
1896.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
has  acted  as  Hon.  Treasurer 
and  Clerk  to  the  Society  in 
Colchester  and  the  district. 
He  was  first  elected  to  the 
Town  Council  in  1894,  and 
has  thrice  been  re-elected, 
having  just  commenced  his 
fourth  term  of  office.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  from  1895  to  1898, 
and  is  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  the  University  Extension 
Society  and  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Colchester 
Technical  College.  He  has 
also  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  raising  funds  for 
the  Eastern  Counties'  Idiot 
Asylum,  and  has  long  been 
recognised  as  one  of  the  most  earnest,  capable,  and  promising: 
of  the  younger  men  who  have  undertaken  public  work  for  the 
benefit  of  their  fellow  townsmen.  It  is,  however,  in  connection 
with  the  Electricity  Department  of  the  Corporation  that  Mr. 
Barritt  has  come  most  prominently  before  the  public  of  late- 
years.  The  establishment  of  this  business  as  a  trading  de- 
partment of  the  Corporation  was  looked  upon  by  many  as  a 
risky  experiment,  and  it  was  not  considered  that  the  risk  was 
lessened  by  appointing  as  Chairman  of  the  Electricity 
Committee  so  young  a  councillor  as  Mr.  Barritt.  The  new 
Mayor,  however,  tackled  the  difficulties  of  the  position  in  the 
most  thorough-going  fashion  ;  and  by  unremitting  attention,, 
and  by  making  himself  master  of  the  whole  detail  of  the- 
department,  he  succeeded  so  well  that  the  department  has 
never  shown  a  loss  on  any  year's  working,  and  the  town 
now  possesses  a  business  which  it  could  sell  at  a  very 
handsome  figure,  and  which  has  not  cost  the  ratepayers 
anything.  Mr.  Barritt  has  consequently  a  record  of  good 
service  to  the  public  which  justifies  his  selection  for  the 
highest  honour  the  town  can  give,  and  he  will,  without  doubt, 
make  a  strong,  dignified,  capable,  commonsense  Mayor. 


Councillor  E.  H.  Baeritt. 


Soutb  Hfncan  IRem 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Ohemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  alt 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 


Mr.  Fred  Ingram,  13  Smit  Street,  Braamfontein,  who 
has  been  seriously  ill  for  some  time  past,  is  making  good 
progress  towards  recovery. 

Trade-mabks. — Messrs.  R.  Paterson  &  Sons,  of  Glasgow, 
are  registering  their  essence-of-coffee  label  as  a  trade-mark 
in  the  Cape  Colony.  G.  I.  Congreve,  of  London,  has  applied 
to  register  as  a  trade-mark  the  words  "  Congreve's  Balsamic 
Elixir  "  a  medicinal  preparation  for  human  use,  in  Class  3. 

N.O.P.  Pbescbibing. — Some  Cape  Town  medical  men  are 
complaining  that  some  druggists  do  not  always  carry  out 
their  wishes,  when  prescribing  proprietary  drugs,  notwith- 
standing that  the  letters  "n.o.p."  are  specially  placed  on 
the  prescription.  The  errirg  dispensers  hand  the  medicine 
over  to  the  patient  in  the  original  package  regardless  of  the 
"not  original  package"  sign  expressly  used. 
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Window-smashing. — The  largest  plate-glass  window  in 
the  Cape  peninsula,  that  in  the  pharmacy  of  Messrs.  P.  J. 
Petersen  &  Co.,  Adderley  Street,  Cape  Town,  was  smashed 
just  before  the  last  mail  left.  The  display  shelving- 
collapsed,  bringing  down  with  it  a  quantity  of  goods. — On 
October  22  a  runaway  pony  and  trap  demolished  the  plate- 
glass  window  in  the  Doornfontein  branch  of  Messrs.  Smith, 
Rive  &  Co.,  chemists,  Johannesburg. 

The  Fiee  AT  Wynberg,  by  which  the  Plumstead  Market 
Buildings  were  destroyed,  as  reported  by  us  a  few  weeks  ago, 
included  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Goodenough,  chemists,  who 


were  insured  for  9001.  We  now  give  a  photograph  of  the 
pharmacy  as  it  appeared  the  day  after.  It  is  the  shop  in 
front  of  which  three  persons  are  standing. 

Natal  Notes. — In  view  of  the  prevailing  dulness  of 
business,  it  is  noteworthy  that  Messrs.  Turner  &  Co.,  of 
Maritzburg,  have  the  following  notice  billed  on  their 
windows  :  "  Sparklet  Syphons.  Free  !  Gratis."  We  presume 
this  means  an  effort  to  unload  sparklet  bulbs. — Durban  still 
maintains  its  fiery  reputation,  writes  our  correspondent  on 
October  24 ;  two  more  fires  this  week — one  at  the  Theatre 
Eoyal  and  the  other  in  the  heart  of  the  business  portion  of  the 
town.  The  damages  of  the  former  are  5.000Z.  and  the  latter 
about  30,000£.  The  insurance  rates  in  Durban  are  already 
very  high,  owing  to  the  numerous  fires  of  the  past  few  years, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  higher  rate  still. — -Two  deaths 
under  chloroform,  while  undergoing  dental  treatment,  have 
occurred  in  Durban,  recently.  One  patient  was  a  European 
and  the  other  a  Kaffir.  In  both  cases  the  anesthetic  was 
administered  by  a  medical  practitioner,  and  official  inquiries 
were  held. 


Hmertcan  IRotes. 


Co-operative  Insurance  for  Chemists. — A  scheme 
has  been  formulated  by  the  German  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  New  York  to  establish  a  co-operative  fire-insurance  com- 
pany of  its  members  (or  in  conjunction  with  other  pharma- 
ceutical associations)  on  the  Lloyd's  system.  For  this 
purpose  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  the  charter  of  a  company 
organised  prior  to  1892  at  the  price  of  #7,000.  A  special 
committee  is  to  be  authorised  to  issue  1,000  Treasury  certifi- 
cates of  #25  each  to  acquire  the  charter  and  to  create  a 
reserve  fund.  There  are  already  two  similar  insurance 
concerns  now  in  operation  in  America — the  Druggists' 
Mutual  Fire-insurance  Company  of  South  Dakota,  and  the 
Eetail  Druggists'  Mutual  Fire-insurance  Company  of  Ohio. 

Opium-smuggling. — In  two  seizures  of  opium  in  Chinese 
laundries  in  New  York  on  October  3,  Customs  officers  got 
smuggled  opium  worth  #5,000.  Two  Chinamen  were  arrested 
and  charged  with  the  unlawful  possession  of  raw  opium 
worth  #3,000,  and  with  John  Schneider,  a  photographer, 
who  is  alleged  to  be  a  confederate  of  the  Chinamen,  were 
arraigned  before  the  Magistrate  and  held  for  examination. 
The  Customs  inspectors  have  been  looking  for  Chinese 
smugglers  for  over  a  year.  One  of  the  Chinamen  was  caught 
in  the  street  with  a  bundle  which  contained  raw  opium 
worth  #500.    Later  three  other  Chinamen  were  arraigned 


in  the  court  on  the  same  charge,  and  held  for  the  United 
States  Court.  The  officers  said  that  the  opium  was  shipped 
from  Albany  in  the  name  of  R.  H.  Taylor,  and  consigned  to 
John  M.  Schneider. 

The  N.A.R  D.  Meeting.— The  annual  meeting  at  Wash- 
ington (some  particulars  of  which  were  given  in  a  recent 
issue,  page  703)  is  looked  upon  as  a  succbs3  and  a  distinct 
advance  towards  the  ideals  at  which  the  American  anti- 
cutters  are  aiming.  The  resolutions  put  forward  by  the 
various  committees  were  adopted.  The  distribution  of  pro- 
prietaries through  jobbing  and  retail  channels  outside  the 
drug-trade  (grocers,  &c.)  was  condemned,  and  the  Associa- 
tion expressed  itself  as  opposed  to  non-protected  proprietary 
preparations,  and  against  the  trading-stamp  system.  The 
officers  for  1904  were  elected  as  follows  :  President,  Mr.  B.  E. 
Pritchard,  McKeesport,  Pa. ;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  Edward 
Wolff,  St.  Louis,  Mo  ,  Samuel  L.  Hilton,  Washington,  D.C., 
and  E.  B.  Tainter,  Carroll,  Iowa  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  Thomas  V. 
Wooten,  Chicago,  111. ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  F.  Mann,  Detroit, 
Mich. ;  executive  committee,  Messrs.  Thomas  Voegeli,  C. 
Rehfuss,  L.  G.  Heinritz,  R.  K.  Smither,  Simon  N.  Jones,  and 
M.  T.  Breslin. 

R^A  Rice  Memorial. — The  bronze  bas-relief  of  Dr.  Charles 
Rice,  ordered  by  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  to  be 
placed  in  the  halls  of  the  institution  as  a  memorial  of 
Dr.  Rice,  has  been  completed,  the  casting  having  proved  a 


complete  success.  Invitations  were  issued  to  Professor 
Remington,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Revision  of  the 
U.S.  Pharmacopoeia,  and  to  other  eminent  pharmacists  who 
have  been  associated  with  Dr.  Rice  in  his  pharmacopceial 
work,  to  attend  at  the  ope  ning  meeting  of  the  college,  which 
took  place  on  October  20,  and  participate  in  the  simple 
ceremonies  which'accompa  nied  the  unveiling  of  the  bust. 

Cocaine  Legislation. — The  regulation  and  restriction  of 
the  sale  of  cocaine  are  being  actively  agitated  all  over  the 
United  States.  The  Council  Committee  on  Ordinances  of 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has  instructed  tl^city  solicitor  to  draft 
an  ordinance  which  is  designed  tqf^oress  the  cocaine  evil, 
to  which  is  attributed  several  suicides  in  the  city  this  year. 
The  measure  will  prohibit  the  free  sale  of  cocaine,  opium,  or 
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any  alkaloids  containing  5  per  cent,  of  these  drugs  by  retail 
druggists,  and  wholesalers  are  to  be  restricted  from  selling 
to  any  persons  other  than  retail  druggists.  A  Bill  is  pending 
in  the  Louisiana  Legislature  -which  forbids  the  sale  of  any 
preparation  of  opium,  morphine,  or  cocaine  that  contains 
more  than  J  gr.  of  morphine,  i  gr.  of  opium,  or  §  gr.  of 
cocaine,  except  upon  a  physician's  prescription.  Similar 
action  has  been  or  is  being  taken  in  other  States.  In 
Illinois  the  vending  of  cocaine  is  already  subject  to  legal 
restriction. 


Gra&e^marKs  applied  jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Oomptroller-General  o  f 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampto  n 
Baildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  tv  e 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade- marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  4,  1903.) 
"  Trico  "  ;  for  goods  in  Class  1.  By  J.  H.  B.  Dcnison,  53  Regent 

Street,  Kingston-upon-Hull.  256,073. 
Device  of  Father  Time  with  hourglass  and  scythe  (the  essential 

particular) ;  for  chloride  of  magnesium.    By  H.  B.  Dresser, 

20  Bixteth  Street,  Liverpool.  257,012. 

Picture  of  John  Bull;  for  chemicals.  By  Rolls  &  Linoms 
(Limited),  334  St.  James's  R)ad,  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E. 
257,154. 

"  Flavanthrene  "  and  "  Cyananthrol  "  ("  Flav  "  and  "  Cyan  " 
disclaimed) ;  for  goods  in  Class  land  4.  By  theBadische  Anil  in 
und  Soda  Fabrik,  Ludwigshafen-on-Rhine,  c/o  Johnsons  & 
Willcox,  47  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  W.C.    257,617, 18, 19,  20. 

"  Ampophos,"  "  Nitrophospho,"  and  "Tano";  for  chemicals. 
By  the  Wednesfield  Chemical  Syndicate  (Limited),  Rootery 
Street,  Wednesfield.    257,428,  257,429,  and  257,453. 

Device  of  cat  scratching  drum ;  for  goods  in  Class  3  for  the 
treatment  of  scratches  and  other  wounds.  By  J.  B.  Garratt, 
124  Southwark  Street,  S.E.  257,212. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant;  for  medicinal  preparations. 
By  J.  McLanachan,  231  High  Street,  Lawisham,  S.E., 
chemist.  257,072. 

"  Quakerette  "  ;  for  medicine.  By  F.  A.  Wild,  19  Wellington 
Street,  Stockton-on-Tees.  257,253. 

"Gelatoids"  and  11  Bigelatoids  " ;  for  chemicals.  By  S. 
Wand,  12  Haymarket,  Leicester,  manufacturing  chemist. 
257,257  and  257,258. 

"  Hetralin  "  ("  Hetre  "  disclaimed) ;  for  a  medicine.  By  Miiller 
&  Linsert,  Hamburg,  c/o  W.  P.  Thompson  &  Co.,  6  Lord 
Street,  Liverpool.  257,273. 

Device ;  for  a  lotion.  By  F.  H.  O.  Ullrich,  4  Central  Road, 
Plymouth.  257,232. 

"Odoline";  for  toilet-paper.  By  the  British  Patent  Perforated 
Paper  Company,  32  Cowper  Street,  City  Road,  E.C.  256,272. 

"  Perlo  "  ("  Perl "  disclaimed) ;  for  a  dentifrice.  By  Burgoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co.,  12  Coleman  Street,  E  C.  257,053. 

"  Regenatur  "  on  shield  device ;  for  toilet-requisites.  By  J.  F. 
Hall,  The  Ashes,  Hadlow,  Tonbridge.  256,855. 

"Moussette";  for  a  liquid  toilet-soap.  By  L.  Fradin,  47 
Knightsbridge,  S.W.  257,160. 

"  Ohao  " ;  for  a  toilet-preparation.  By  Ellen  Brand,  162  Ux- 
bridge  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.  256,986. 

"  Warnol  "  ;  for  toilet-requisites.  By  H.  Engel,  10  Parsons 
Green  Lane,  Fulham  Road,  S.W.  257,553. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  11, 1903.) 

"  Phixene  "  ("  Fix  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  goods  in  Classes  1,  39, 
and  50  (adhesive).  By  J.  Tavener,  45  Beversbrook  Road, 
Tufnell  Park,  N.    254,653,  255,567,  and  255,568. 

Malvite  "  ;  for  photographic  chemicals.    By  Waller,  Malvine 
&  Co.,  12  Castle  Street  East,  W.  257,378. 

"  Thiogen  "  ("  Thio  "  disclaimed) ;  for  chemicals  in  Classes  1  and 
4.  By  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  Hoechst-am-Main,  c/o 
Abel  &  Imray,  Birkbeck  Chambers,  W.C.  257,777  and 
257,778. 

"  Day-Dream  " ;  for  medicine.    By  E.  B.  Lupton,  14  East 

Parade,  Leeds.  2Htf61. 
"Dexa";   for  an  ecz^HLointment.     By  A.  Stewardson,  17 

Elswick  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

257,526. 


Facsimile  signature  of  applicant  (essential  particular)  across  label ; 
for  an  embrocation.  By  James  Darling,  Oaklands,  Addle- 
stone,  Surrey.  251,580. 

"  Dimilo  "  ;  for  an  ointment.  By  Jane  Stewart,  School  House, 
Port  St.  Mary,  Isle  of  Man.  257,650. 

"Little  Mary";  for  chemicals.  By  F.  Palmer  &  Co.,  32 
Snow  Hill,  E.C.  257,676. 

"  Orthops  "  ;  for  optical  goods.  By  Lionel  Laurance,  31  Alder- 
manbury,  E.C.  257,502. 

"  Takyr  " ;  for  photographic  apparatus.  By  A.  E.  Krauss,  Paris, 
c/o  G.  F.  Redfern  &  Co.,  4  South  Street,  Finsbury,  E.C. 
258,010. 

Picture  of  a  swan  ;  for  an  antirheumatic  ring  and  bracelet.  By 
J.  Eddie,  140  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C.  257,308. 

"  Dyspeptine  ";  for  foodstuffs.  By  F.  Combemale,  Paris,  c,'o 
Phillips  &  Leigh,  22  Southampton  Buildings,  W.C.  257,780. 

"Bullene"  ("Bull"  disclaimed);  for  a  meat  extract.  By 
Williamson  &  Sons,  8  King  Street,  West  Smithfleld,  E.C. 
257,875. 


Andrews,  F.  W.  Lessons  in  Disinfection  and  Sterilisation. 
31  Ulus.    Cr.  8vo.    3s.  net.  (Churchill.) 

Bevan,  P.  V.  Combination  of  Hydrogen  and  Chlorine  under 
Influence  of  Light.    4to.    Pp.50.    2s.  6d.  (Dulau.) 

Henry,  T.  A.  Aids  to  Chemistry.  Fcap  8vo.  Pp.316.  4s. 6d. 
net.  (Bailliere.)  [The  eighth  edition  of  this  volume  in  students' 
aids  series,  entirely  rewritten  by  Dr.  T.  A.  Henry,  of  the  Imperial 
Institute  Laboratories,  who,  as  a  pharmacist,  well  knows  what 
medical  and  pharmaceutical  students  require.  The  book  is  now  a 
pocket  "  Fownes,"  treating  of  the  elements  theoretically,  beginning 
with  hydrogen,  and  incidentally  dealing  with  analytical  reactions 
and  the  methods  for  separating  bases  and  radicles.  Then  the 
chemistry  of  carbon  compounds  is  dealt  with  on  the  approved 
method  of  classification,  alkaloids  being  particularly  well  treated  ] 

Ince,  Joseph.  The  Latin  Grammar  of  Pharmacy,  for  the  Use 
of  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Students.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.  379. 
5s.  net.  (Bailliere.)  [This  eighth  edition  of  Mr.  Ince's  popular 
work  begins,  as  those  that  have  preceded  it,  with  Latin  grammar, 
this  being  followed  by  an  essay  on  the  reading  of  Latin  prescrip- 
tions, a  chapter  on  the  latinity  of  medical  directions,  next  abbre- 
viations, and  a  vocabulary.] 

Moeller,  Professor  Dr.  J.,  and  Professor  Dr.  Hermann  Thorns. 
Real-Enzyklopadie  der  Gesamten  Pharmazie :  Handworter- 
buch  fur  Apotheker,  Arzte  und  Medizinalbeamte.  2  Aufl.-I.  Band. 
10  x  7.  Pp.  viii  +  720.  18m.  (Urban  &  Schwarzenberg,  Berlin 
and  Vienna.)  [The  first  of  ten  volumes  of  a  new  edition  of 
Geissler  and  Moeller's  dictionary ;  others  are  to  be  issued  every 
three  or  sit  months.  The  dictionary  (in  German)  does  for  phar- 
macy and  medicine  what  the  first  edition  of  Watts's  dictionary  did 
for  chemistry  and  physics.] 

Rideal,  S.  Sewage  and  the  Bacterial  Purification  of  Sewage. 
2nd  ed.  10  x  6i  Pp  322.  14s.  net.  (Sanitary  Publishing  Com- 
pany-)   


A   BOTANICAL  BALLAD. 

The  following,  taken  from  an  old  autograph  album,  is  sent 
to  us  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Phillips,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Wigan  : 

Sir  Dan  de  Lion  rode  forth  one  day, 

With  his  Hore-hound  at  his  heels  ; 

His  mettlesome  Colt's-foot  pawed  the  ground, 

And  the  Blue-bell  rang  glad  peals. 

And  many  a  lady  fair  rode  too 

Her  Sorrel  that  beautiful  day  ; 

There  was  Pimper  Nel  and  little  Prim  Rose, 

And  Violet,  Whin,  and  May. 

A  Man  Drake  told  them  the  Mountain  Thyme, 

So  they  ate  Bread  and  Cheese  on  the  spot ; 

And  Creeping  Jenny  came  up  and  said, 

"I  pray  you,  Forget-me-not." 

They  saw  the  Bull- rush  down  the  lake, 

They  saw  the  Cow-slip  up, 

And  they  sat  on  the  Toad-stool  and  drank  bright  mead 

From  a  golden  Butter-cup. 

They  heard  the  Cro-cus  and  donned  their  Furze 

In  the  bosky  Aspho-del ; 

And  they  all  rode  home  to  their  flower  bed 

As  the  ghostly  Night-shade  fell. 
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Deeby  Chemists'  Dinner. 
On  November  11  the  Derby  Chemists'  Association  held 
their  annual  dinner  at  the  Derwent  Hotel,  Derby,  Mr.  C.  D 
Hart  occupying  the  chair  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Cope  the  vice-chair! 
There  was  a  good  muster  of  members,  and  the  function  was 
a  great  success.  After  the  loyal  toasts  had  been  duly 
honoured,  Mr.  F.  P.  Pembleton  proposed  "  The  health  of  the 
President,"  referring  in  eulogistic  terms  to  his  good  qualities 
Mr.  J.  A.  Cope  next  proposed  that  of  "  The  Derby  Chemists' 
Association,"  and  briefly  sketched  its  history  from  the  com- 
mencement, remarking  that  it  first  saw  the  light  as  the 
outcome  of  a  visit  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to  Derby.  Though  a 
delicate  infant,  and  in  spite  of  fears  that  it  would  not  be 
reared,  it  now  showed  signs  of  a  vigorous  life.  Th3  various 
speeches  were  interspersed  by  a  capital  musical  programme 
provided  by  Messrs.  Daykin  Turner,  Wallace,  Hearnden 
Tompkinson,  Booth,  and  Eichardson. 

TCNB RIDGE  WELLS'CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  fifth  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel 
on  November  11.  The  President  of  the  Association  (Mr. 
H.  S.  Pearmund)  was  supported  by  Mr.  S.  E.  Atkins,  Mr 
Vint  (Hastings),  and  Mr.  Stookes  (New  Brompton).  There 
were  also  present  Dr.  Proctor  (Southborough),  Messrs.  A.  E. 
Hobbs  (in  the  vice-chair),  Smith  (Hastings),  Wardley  (Ton- 
bridge),  A.  Nicholson,  G.  Nicholson,  A.  J.  Gower  (Tonbridge) 
O.  Eogers,  Sells,  Dunkley,  Gare,  Johns,  Humphrey  (London)' 
Harden,  Phillips,  Stanley  Smith,  Bobbins  (Bexhill),  Church 
P.  T.  Gower,  Stroud,  Holland,  Prince,  P.  Nash  (Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.),  Harris,  Vizer,  Billing,  Chatterton  (Southborough) 
Green  (Southborough),  E.  Davison,  Windemer,  and  Bishop 
An  artistic  menu  (of  which  the  following  is  a  reproduction) 


was  submitted.  After  dinner  the  more  serious  part  of  the 
programme  commenced,  which  was  agreeably  interspeised 
with  songs  and  recitations,  a  song  by  Mr.  Billing  being  par- 
ticularly appropriate  and  receiving  great  applause.  Owirg 
to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  the  musical  programme  had  to 
be  somewhat  curtailed,  and,  though  the  speakers  could  [ 
have  been  listened  to  much  longer,  they  had  to  considerably  ! 
abbreviate  their  remarks.  This  was  especially  so  in  the 
ase  of  Mr.  Eobinson,  when'  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  I 


Visitors."  Mr.  Atkins's  speech  was  listened  to  with  great 
attention.    After  the  loyal  toast  had  been  honoured,  the 


Pharmaceutical  Society."  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he 
referred  to  the  present  activity 
in  pharmacy,  saying  that  the 
period  of  somnolence  in  its 
history  is  succeeded  by  one 
of  activity;  and  one  of  the 
signs  was  the  presence  there 
of  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  He 
thought  provincial  men  liked 
to  see  the  officials  of  the 
Society.  There  had  always 
been  a  West-end  flavour  in 
the  Society's  politics,  but  to- 


day the  provinces  are  able  to        Mb.  H.  S.  Pearmund. 
supply  it  with  men  of  cha- 
racter, energy,  and  ability  to  fill  the  presidential  chair. 
Mr.  Pearmund  referred  to  various  matters  the  Society  has 
to  deal  with,  and  also  spoke  about   the   Pharmacy  Bill, 
stamped  medicines,  and,  touching  on  examination-failures, 
said  "  either  the  present-day  candidate  has  sadly  deteriorated 
in  his  knowledge  of  pharmaceutical  subjects,  or  the  severity 
of  the  examinations  has  materially  increased.     One  is 
almost  led  to  condemn  the  conditions  prevailing,  or  the 
severity  of  the  examiners,  in  face  of  rejections  at  such  a 
fearful  rate.    This  matter  needs  much  investigation.  We 
who  are  actively  engaged  in  pharmacy  know  full  well  the 
difficulties  of  the  present  day  in    getting  apprentices 
or  filling  our  vacancies  with  suitable  men.     We  must 
avoid   the  danger  of  making  our    conditions    too  im- 
possible."     Finally,    he    referred    to    the  unqualified 
element  in  pharmacy,  and  coupled  the  toast  with  the 
names    of    the    President    and    Mr.    E.    A.  Eobinson. 
Mr.  Atkins  replied  at  some  length.    Touching  on  the  Phar- 
macy Bill,  he  said  five  minutes'  conversation  with  candidates 
for  Parliament  will  do  more  good  than  thousands  of  cir- 
culars, and  he  commended  that  course  to  his  hearers.  He 
spoke  with  appreciation  and  gratitude  of  his  colleagues  on 
the  Council,  saying  that  the  Society  is  most  efficiently 
served.    He  also  mentioned  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  and 
speaking  of  the  examinations,  said  they  are  strictly  watched 
by  the  Government  visitor,  they  are  conducted  with  every  con- 
sideration to  the  examinee,  adding  that  he  (the  speaker) 
makes  it  his  duty  to  go  and  sit  down  beside  an  examined 
man  and  hear  the  means  by  which  the  examiner  tries  to 
reach  the  point  of  what  the  man  does  know,  and  does  not 
know.    Mr.  Atkins  next  dealt  with  the  Society's  Journal  and 
its  Museum,  concluding  with  a  commendation   of  the 
Benevolent  Fund.    Mr.  E.  A.  Eobinson  spoke  very  briefly, 
adding  his  testimony  to  that  of  the  President,  and  stating 
that  the  Council  is  doing  its  best  for  the  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.    He  then  submitted  the  toast  of 
"  Kindred  Associations  and  Visitors,"  to  which  Mr.  Vint  and 
Mr.  A  Stookes  replied,  the  former  as  President  of  the  East 
Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  the  lat'er  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  North  Kent  Association,  which,  he  said,  is  cutting 
its  first  temporary  tooth.    "The  Local  Association"  was 
then  given  by  Mr.  Atkins,  who,  referring  to  the  aid  that 
local  Associations  might  give  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
remarked  that  it  was  once  said  by  a  famous  German  general 
"  I  have  only  to  place  my  finger  on  that  button  and  an  army 
corps  is  ready."    We  want,  said  Mr.  Atkins,  s  smething  of 
that  kind  with  regard  to  our  local  Associations.    Mr.  A.  E. 
Hobbs,  in  responding  on  behalf  of  the  Association,  thanked 
the  visitors  for  their  presence.     He  explained  that  the 
Tunbridge  Wells  Association  is  a  small  one,  and  has  been  in 
existence  since  1898.    It  was  fortunate  in  having  a  Chairman 
par  excellence  to  start  with,  and  in  having  some  good  Presi- 
dents to  succeed  him — viz.,  Messrs.  Dunkley,  Gower,  and 
Eogers,  and  now  Mr.  Pearmund.    The  members  had  tried  to 
do  their  share  in  pharmaceutical  work,  and  have  demenst:  ated 
that  as  an  Association  they  have  succeeded  where,  as 
individuals,  they  would  probably  ha^^ailed.    An  illustra- 
tion of  this  of  local  interest  was  the^riendly  arrangement 
they  made  with  the  medical  men  in  the  district  with 
reference  to  the  date  for  general  use  of  the  1898  B  P.  They 
had  also  made  an  effort  to  do  something  with  regard  to  Ihe 
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t  c'inical  education  for  the  local  assistants  and  apprentices, 
and  the  local  institute  did  all  it  could  to  arrange  suitable 
classes;  but  this  has  not  been  a  success,  as  it  has  been 
difficult  to  find  suitable  times  for  young  men  to  attend,  and 
the  young  men  have  not  cared  to  take  advantage  of  them. 
Mr.  A.  Nicholson,  in  giving  the  "Pharmaceutical  Press"  (to 
■which  Mr.  Humphrey  afterwards  replied),  gave  some  interest- 
ing particulars  regarding  well-known  men  who  have  been 
connected  with  Tunbridge  Wells.  Jacob  Bell  rests  in  the 
cemetery  there,  as  does  also  Dr.  Golding  Bird,  whose  name 
is  closely  associated  with  the  early  days  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Cooper  and  Wanklyn,  authors  of  the  coal- 
liming  process  for  gas- purification,  resided  and  carried  out 
some  of  their  experimental  work  in  the  town.  Nicholson, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  aniline-dye  industry,  was  formerly 
in  business  there.  Professor  H.  Bellyse  Baildon  (one  time 
examiner,  poet,  and  dramatist),  Walter  Hyde  Hills,  S.  S. 
Baiss,  afld  sundry  of  the  "quinine"  Howards  are  all  alumni 
of  Tonbridge  Grammar  School.  Tunbridge  Wells  also  claims 
the  late  Professor  Bentley,  who  was  apprenticed  on  the 
Pantiles  with  William  Maddock,  apothecary  by  appointment 
to  Queen  Victoiia,  and  one  of  the  last  of  the  old  surgeon- 
apothecaries — a  chemist  of  high  local  repute  in  his  day. 
The  boy  Bentley  foreshadowed  the  man.  One  July  afternoon 
he  and  his  fellow-apprentice  (Sells)  made  so  successful  a 
raid  upon  the  wild  flowers  of  the  district  that  their  spoils 
were  sent  to  the  local  flower-show  the  next  day,  and  so 
pleased  the  Chairman  (Major  Yorke)  that  he  there  and  then 
instituted  a  special  wild-flower  prize,  the  first  ever  awarded 
in  England,  and  this  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  future  Professor  of 
Botany  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Bentley  retired  to 
Tunbridge  Wells,  and  his  widow  is  still  a  resident.  Mr. 
Nicholson  also  mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  as 
an  active  local  worker,  although  he  is  a  London  County 
Councillor  and  senior  alderman  of  Kensington. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  annual  reunion  of  the  above  Association,  which  took 
the  form  of  a  smoking-concerfc,  was  held  at  the  Frascati 
Restaurant,  Oxford  Street,  on  November  12.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Mowbray  Trentham  Maw,  and  there  was  a 
large  attendance  of  past  and  present  members  and  friends, 
the  reunion  being  in  every  respect  one  of  the  best  during 
recent  years.  The  Chairman  made  a  commendably  short 
speech ;  it  was  a  matter  best  got  over  quickly,  he  said,  and 
if  any  were  particularly  desirous  of  a  speech  they  would 
doubtless  be  able  to  gratify  their  desires  on  opening  their 
newspapers  the  next  morning.  Mr.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough,  who 
had  charge  of  the  entertainment,  provided  an  excellent  pro- 
gramme, and  the  appreciation  of  the  audience  was  evidenced 
by  the  demands  for  encores,  which  were  frequent  and  free. 
On  the  motion  of  the  President,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  to  Mr.  Maw  for  his  presence  in  the  chair,  and 
this  terminated  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 

West  Him  Chemists'  Association. 

A  highly  successful  concert,  arranged  by  the  President 
(Mr.  H.  Mitchell),  took  place  at  the  Earlham  Hall,  Forest  Gate, 
on  Thursday,  November  12.  The  hall  was  filled  to  its  extreme 
capacity,  and  the  efforts  of  the  artists  were  enthusiastically 
applauded  throughout  the  evening.  Mr.  Mitchell,  in  proposing 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  artists,  said  in  every  case  they  had 
given  their  services  gratuitously,  and  coupled  with  their  names 
that  of  Messrs.  Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  who  had  given  the 
programmes.  He  reminded  the  members  that  on  Decem- 
ber 10,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  "  that  pioneer  of  pharmaceutical 
progress  " — (applause) — had  promised  to  address  the  Associa- 
tion, and  he  cordially  invited  all  chemists  to  be  present  on  that 
occasion.  Mr.  Matthews,  in  seconding,  said  he  much  regretted 
that  the  pharmaceutical  calling  was  only  represented  in  the 
programme  by  a  member  in  his  exhibition  of  sleight-of-hand, 
at  which  he  must  admit  Mr.  Morgan-Jones  was  a  past- 
master.  (Laughter.)  He  supposed  chemists  as  a  rule  had 
not  time  to  cultivate  the  musical  art.  It  was  impossible,  for 
instance,  to  sing  when  one  was  making  a  batch  of  pills.  He 
knew  this,  as  he  had  tried  it  and  failed.  During  the  interval 
light  refreshments  wdjfcserved. 


The  imports  of  potassium  cyanide  into  the  Transvaal  during 
the  first  five  months  of  1903  amounted  in  value  to  about  120,000Z. 


produce  IRotes. 


A  New  Source  of  Copal. 
The  current  issue  of  the  Bulletin  of  the  Imperial  Institute 
contains  a  note  on  a  new  source  of  copal  resin  obtained  from 
the  tonka-bean  tree  (Bipteryx  odorata).  According  to 
Messrs.  Heckel  and  Schlagdenhauffen,  the  leaves,  stem,  and. 
fruit  of  this  tree  contain  a  large  number  of  cells  in  which  the 
resin  is  secreted.  The  fruits  contain  on  an  average  about 
16  per  cent,  of  this  material,  and  from  preliminary  investiga- 
tions it  has  been  found  that  its  solubilities  in  various  liquids, 
its  meltiog-point,  and  its  colour  reactions  with  mineral  acids 
are  in  good  agreement  with  those  given  by  Manila  copal. 
These  investigations  are  regarded  by  the  authors  as  sufficiently 
promising  to  warrant  their  inaugurating  a  series  of  incision- 
experiments  with  the  stems  of  well-developed  trees,  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  commercial  supply  of  the  resin. 

Indian  Drugs. 
Major  Prain,  in  the  course  of  his  annual  report  of  the 
Calcutta  Botanic  Gardens  for  1902-3,  states  that  the 
difficulties  that  have  beset  the  propagation  of  ipecacuanha 
having  been  largely  overcome,  samples  of  this  drug  have 
been  submitted  for  examination  and  report  to  the  Medical 
Storekeeper  to  Government,  Calcutta.  "  The  fluctuating 
character  of  the  ipecacuanha- market,"  he  says,  renders  it 
desirable  that,  provided  the  drug  is  otherwise  equally 
suitable,  India  should  be  able  to  depend,  at  least  in  part, 
on  local  supplies.  He  also  reports  that  an  intelligent 
interest  has  been  revived  in  the  (as  some  believe)  equally 
effective  indigenous  drug  Rangan  (Ixora  coccinea,  var. 
Bandhuca).  Arrangements  have  therefore  been  made  to 
propagate  it  largely  and  supply  it  freely  to  inquirers.  An 
important  question  has  been  raised  regarding  the  fibres 
vaguely  classed  as  "  Indian  hemp,"  which  can  only  be 
settled  by  cultivating  and  identifying  the  various  plants. 
The  confusion  that  results  leads  to  trade  difficulties,  and  an 
attempt  is  being  made  to  ascertain  the  actual  facts. 

West  Indian  Kola. 
In  view  of  the  continued  scarcity  of  kola  in  the  principal 
markets  of  the  world,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
current  issue  of  the  West  Indian  Bulletin  contains  an  article 
dealing  with  kola,  mostly  from  a  botanical  point  of  view.  It 
appears  Sir  D.  Morris,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for  the 
West  Indies,  has  been  in  communication  with  the  Colonial 
Office,  asking  them  to  obtain,  through  the  Director  of  Kew 
Gardens,  seeds  or  plants  of  any  varieties  of  Cola  from  West 
Africa  yielding  nuts  with  two  large  cotyledons,  as  they  are 
more  prized.  To  this  Sir  W.  Thiselton-Dyer  replied  with  a 
memorandum  on  the  technical  aspect  of  the  question,  stating 
that  the  discrimination  of  the  several  kinds  of  kola  has  been 
attended  with  considerable  difficulty.  It  seems,  however, 
that  the  kola-seeds  with  two  cotyledons  produced  in  Sieira 
Leone  are  the  desired  product,  and  he  suggests  that  the 
Government  of  the  Colony  should  transmit  to  Kew  two  or 
more  parcels  of  these  seeds.  If  this  can  be  successfully  done, 
plants  will  be  raised  in  due  course,  and  transmitted  to  the 
West  Indies.  The  memorandum  referred  to  points  out  that 
the  reason  why  the  kola-nuts  with  four  cotyledons  (£7.  acu- 
minata) are  less  prized  than  those  with  two  (C.  vera)  is 
in  the  proportion  of  caffeine  and  theobromine  they  contain, 
the  respective  figures  being,  according  to  Heckel,  1  05  per 
cent,  and  235  per  cent.  "Large"  kola-seeds  (C.  vera) 
might  no  doubt  be  obtained  from  Sierra  Leone,  which  has  an 
old  reputation  for  good  kola,  or  from  the  Gold  Coast ;  but  it  is 
pointed  out  that  the  mere  fact  of  the  seeds  having  two 
cotyledons  is  not  a  sufficient  character  to  distinguish  the 
seeds  of  C.  vera  from  those  of  certain  other  species  of  kola 
which  are  useless — e.g.,  of  C.  pachycarpa.  As  regards  the 
commercial  aspect  of  the  question,  there  is  always  a  fair 
market  for  small  parcels  of  kola  in  London,  but  it  is  readily 
admitted  that  the  demand  has  considerably  lessened  during 
recent  years,  owing  to  the  fact  that  France— one  of  the 
largest  consumers — now  imports  direct  from  West  Africa. 
Shippers  from  Jamaica  have,  however,  not  yet  appreciated 
the  fact  that  the  nuts  should  be  prepared  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  may  arrive  in  London  absolutely  sound,  the  small 
supply  offered  at  last  week's  drug-auctions,  for  instance, 
including  several  packages  of  mouldy  nuts. 


